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REMEMBER THE POOR

A whole movement was changed when Simon Petit stood up and 
preached about the poor at a Brighton Leaders conference many 
years ago.

Since then Jubilee Plus has been formed and form 6 social action 
projects, in all, there are 6 per church in Newfrontiers on average

Jubilee Plus do lots of things now and have a National voice.

The focus is on encouraging and equipping social action, social 
justice and social enterprise. www.jubilee-plus.org and see leaflet.

We went to conference yesterday in Manchester and those who 
went can feedback in a minute.

I think we have a pretty good foundation in this – but we should 
keep emphasising it.

Why remember the poor?

Jesus was keen on the poor:

  LK 4:18 "The Spirit of the Lord is on me,
    because he has anointed me
    to preach good news to the poor.
  He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners
    and recovery of sight for the blind,
  to release the oppressed,

    LK 4:19 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."

The year of the Lord’s favour is the year of Jubilee – when the poor 
were elevated again and things and land shared back out and 
debts were written off.

DT 15:7 If there is a poor man among your brothers in any of the towns of the land that the 
LORD your God is giving you, do not be hardhearted or tightfisted toward your poor brother. 8

Rather be openhanded and freely lend him whatever he needs. 9 Be careful not to harbor this 
wicked thought: "The seventh year, the year for canceling debts, is near," so that you do not 
show ill will toward your needy brother and give him nothing. He may then appeal to the 
LORD against you, and you will be found guilty of sin. 10 Give generously to him and do so 



without a grudging heart; then because of this the LORD your God will bless you in all your 
work and in everything you put your hand to. 11 There will always be poor people in the land. 
Therefore I command you to be openhanded toward your brothers and toward the poor and 
needy in your land.

The gospel is good news to the poor.

We can fall into the trap of the me and God gospel – but it is much 
wider than that.

    LK 14:12 Then Jesus said to his host, "When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your 
friends, your brothers or relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you do, they may invite you back 
and so you will be repaid. 13 But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the 
lame, the blind, 14 and you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid 
at the resurrection of the righteous."

It is an apostolic exhortation – an encouragement that has been 
passed on down the ages:

GAL 2:1 Fourteen years later I went up again to Jerusalem, this time with Barnabas. I took Titus 
along also……... 9 James, Peter and John, those reputed to be pillars, gave me and Barnabas 
the right hand of fellowship when they recognized the grace given to me. They agreed that we 
should go to the Gentiles, and they to the Jews. 10 All they asked was that we should continue 
to remember the poor, the very thing I was eager to do.

   AC 20: 35 In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the 
weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: `It is more blessed to give than to 
receive.' "

But actually it is a theme all the way through the OT and NT –
condemns those who oppress the poor and don’t give them justice 
and commends believers to help the poor and needy

The early believers did it:

AC 9:36 In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (which, when translated, is Dorcas), who 
was always doing good and helping the poor.

   
AC 24:17 "After an absence of several years, I came to Jerusalem to bring my people gifts for the 
poor and to present offerings.

The early church did it corporately:

RO 15:26 For Macedonia and Achaia were pleased to make a contribution for the poor among 
the saints in Jerusalem.

There is no room for discrimination in the church:



JAS 2:1 My brothers, as believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ, don't show favoritism. 2

Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and fine clothes, and a poor 
man in shabby clothes also comes in. 3 If you show special attention to the man wearing fine 
clothes and say, "Here's a good seat for you," but say to the poor man, "You stand there" or 
"Sit on the floor by my feet," 4 have you not discriminated among yourselves and become 
judges with evil thoughts?

But be careful of motives and priorities:

JN 12:4 But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray him, objected, 5 "Why 
wasn't this perfume sold and the money given to the poor? It was worth a year's wages. " 6 He 
did not say this because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief; as keeper of the 
money bag, he used to help himself to what was put into it.

    JN 12:7 "Leave her alone," Jesus replied. "It was intended that she should save this perfume 
for the day of my burial. 8 You will always have the poor among you, but you will not always 
have me."

1CO 13:3 If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not 
love, I gain nothing.

The poor should not be “them” that “we” are doing something for. 
The poor become “us” as we welcome them into the church family
and care in all sorts of ways:

    COL 3:11 Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, 
slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all.

The valley of dry bones:

EZE 37:1 The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the LORD 
and set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me back and forth among 
them, and I saw a great many bones on the floor of the valley, bones that were very dry. 3 He 
asked me, "Son of man, can these bones live?"
    I said, "O Sovereign LORD, you alone know."

    EZE 37:4 Then he said to me, "Prophesy to these bones and say to them, `Dry bones, hear 
the word of the LORD! 5 This is what the Sovereign LORD says to these bones: I will make 
breath enter you, and you will come to life. 6 I will attach tendons to you and make flesh come 
upon you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come to life. Then you 
will know that I am the LORD.' "

    EZE 37:7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, 
a rattling sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone. 8 I looked, and tendons and 
flesh appeared on them and skin covered them, but there was no breath in them.

    EZE 37:9 Then he said to me, "Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, 
`This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe 
into these slain, that they may live.' " 10 So I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath 
entered them; they came to life and stood up on their feet--a vast army.

This demonstrated God’s ability to make dead things live again, 
but raises the questions of proximity and prophecy which we heard 
at the conference.



Are we close enough to the poor and needy?

    1CO 9:22 To the weak I became weak, to win the weak.

Are we speaking the word of God into their lives – both verbally 
and by our actions?

Other questions:

Do we actively want them to be part of our church family – to 
become us?

Are we expecting that the people who God gives us can function 
fully as part of the body and bring gifts that we need?

  1CO 1:26 Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise 
by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 27 But God 
chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the 
world to shame the strong.

There is no divide or distinction between preaching the gospel and 
social action. They are part of the same whole of wanting the 
Kingdom of God to come. One goes with the other – they are not 
separate.

“Churches that change communities” – that’s us!


