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Jesus said “I am the light of the world”

At Gateway church, we have been looking at the things Jesus said 
about himself over the last few weeks – the “I am” statements.

The more we learn about him – the better we can follow him. You 
can’t have a really informed opinion about someone unless you 
have found out at least something about them. The more you find 
out, the more informed the opinion will be.

The more we find out about Jesus the better it gets. And the more 
challenging it gets as well if we are going to follow him.

But we have found that he is the foundation we can trust in our 
lives, and the way to live life to the full. He gives meaning to life 
and a hope for the future.

So Jesus said “I am the light of the world”

We can read it in the bible – in John’s gospel:

    JN 8:12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, "I am the light of 
the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the 
light of life."

It doesn’t matter that that was 2000 years ago – God doesn’t 
change, and neither does human nature. It is particularly relevant 
at Christmas when we celebrate the fact that God actually sent his 
son Jesus into the world. 

He was on a mission and he demonstrated what God was actually 
like when he was on that mission.

So what does that mean for us and the world?

I don’t think God would have done it if we were meant to ignore his 
son and what he said. After all, Jesus went to the trouble of being 
born, growing up, working, travelling, teaching, doing miracles, 



suffering, dying and being resurrected – it seems like he was 
serious doing what his heavenly father had asked him to.

So if there need for light – there must be darkness

In the world there is a lot of darkness - we can all see that. 
Something is fundamentally wrong that drives man’s inhumanity 
towards man, natural disasters and the general wasting of the 
earth’s resources and disruption of creation in general.

In our lives, there is darkness – pain from being hurt, pain from the 
guilt of hurting others or doing something else we know is wrong, 
confusion over what to do, lack of hope, lack of direction. Maybe it 
is the grip of addiction to all sorts of things that take over our lives -
things that we can’t stop doing – but we know are damaging us. 
Perhaps it is long term physical or mental illness, or a difficult 
relationship or family issues. Maybe it is unforgiveness and 
bitterness that eats us up from inside, or unresolved grief after the 
death of a loved one.

There are many more we could think of – things that are personal 
and maybe only you know and no one else does.

All these are places where Jesus offers to be the light

He isn’t afraid to be in dark places – he was in plenty on the earth.
He wasn’t afraid to get involved with grief, pain, loss, hunger, the 
consequences of sin and even death.

Most of all he got involved in ordinary people’s lives – people like 
you and me.

But the light drives out the darkness 

1JN 1:5……… God is light; in him there is no darkness at all

Turn a light on and the darkness goes.

So now is the time to think about where in our lives do we need the 
light to shine? 



Where do we get to, time and time again, that makes us feel 
defeated, where we struggle the most in the deepest places and at 
the darkest times? 

What stops us moving forward and living life in the light, and to the 
full with peace, and joy and meaning and hope, enjoying loving 
others and being loved?

Take a lamp and go looking – the darkness will retreat. The power 
of God to change lives is evident all the way through the bible, 
through history and in us today – we can testify to that. 

This may be a significant time when we decide to let the light of 
Jesus shine into those dark corners. When we say no to the 
darkness and yes to the light. 

When we say yes to Jesus, he is in the business of restoration, 
forgiveness, peace, hope and life. It is not too late and no one is 
beyond the light of Jesus.  He is faithful and will hear you and he 
promises to give rest to the heavy laden. 

So – if that’s you – why not accept his offer – accept him this 
Christmas. You have nothing to lose except the darkness.


