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LEADERSHIP PART 1

Setting the scene – why it matters:

A very important issue which affects us all in all areas of life

Politics, church, family, friendships, activities, sports, work etc

The media have become keen i.e. twitter

Consciously or subconsciously – whether we know it or not - we all 
follow and lead – either someone or something – many examples

This affects our behaviour and those around – positively and 
negatively – even if we don’t realise it - It’s going to happen 
whether we plan it or not

Leadership is about influencing people – for the better or worse

Examples of good and bad leadership:

Politics, church, etc – we can all think of examples

The bible is full of examples of good and bad leadership – even 
good leaders like David or Peter had significant faults and failures

The pitfalls of leadership:

Money, relationships and power – mainly

The same all over the world and in any leadership situation

The best example of leadership is Jesus:

Remember, one of the ways He is described is King of Kings

His disciples – then and now – call him Lord

What Jesus did and how he did it is the best example we can have



How Jesus did it:

He willingly came as the servant king 

  MK 10:42 Jesus called them together and said, "You know that those 
who are regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and 
their high officials exercise authority over them. 43 Not so with you. 
Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your 
servant, 44 and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. 45

For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, 
and to give his life as a ransom for many."

Not grasping at power

PHP 2:5 Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 6

Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God 
something to be grasped, 7 but made himself nothing, taking the 
very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.8 And 
being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and
became obedient to death--even death on a cross!

Not distant from his followers – friends and he loved them

JN 15:9 "As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now 
remain in my love. 10 If you obey my commands, you will remain in 
my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's commands and remain 
in his love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and 
that your joy may be complete. 12 My command is this: Love each 
other as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this, 
that he lay down his life for his friends. 14 You are my friends if you 
do what I command. 15 I no longer call you servants, because a 
servant does not know his master's business. Instead, I have 
called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I 
have made known to you.

Like a shepherd

MT 9:35 Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in 
their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom and 
healing every disease and sickness. 36 When he saw the crowds, 
he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and 
helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 



JN 10:11 "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his 
life for the sheep.

And willing to die for others – lays down his life – no half measures

His heart and mind were set on his Father – he was under 
authority

JN 5:19 Jesus gave them this answer: "I tell you the truth, the Son 
can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father 
doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does. 20

For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does.

He also had authority His authority was recognised by the people

MK 1:27 The people were all so amazed that they asked each other, 
"What is this? A new teaching--and with authority! He even gives 
orders to evil spirits and they obey him."

Firm and forceful when he needed to be

JN 2:13 When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus 
went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the temple courts he found men selling 
cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting at tables exchanging 
money. 15 So he made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the 
temple area, both sheep and cattle; he scattered the coins of the 
money changers and overturned their tables. 16 To those who sold 
doves he said, "Get these out of here! How dare you turn my 
Father's house into a market!"

MT 16:23 Jesus turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me, Satan! You 
are a stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the things of 
God, but the things of men

And tough in the face of severe challenges

  MT 16:21 From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples 
that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands 
of the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he 
must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.

He knew who he was and what his destiny was



MT 3:16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. 
At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and lighting on him. 17 And a voice from 
heaven said, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well 
pleased."

MT 17:1 After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John 
the brother of James, and led them up a high mountain by 
themselves. 2 There he was transfigured before them. His face 
shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white as the 
light………..:5 …………, a bright cloud enveloped them, and a 
voice from the cloud said, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I 
am well pleased. Listen to him!"

Growing in leadership:

We can all lead positively in some way - this is inevitable if we are 
becoming more like Jesus

   2CO 3:13 We are not like Moses, who would put a veil over his face 
to keep the Israelites from gazing at it while the radiance was 
fading away. 14 But their minds were made dull, for to this day the 
same veil remains when the old covenant is read. It has not been 
removed, because only in Christ is it taken away. 15 Even to this 
day when Moses is read, a veil covers their hearts. 16 But 
whenever anyone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. 17 Now 
the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 
freedom. 18 And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's 
glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing 
glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.

RO 12:1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to 
offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this 
is your spiritual act of worship. 2 Do not conform any longer to the 
pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 
mind.

Some may be more visible and upfront in the community

In the same way - there are also leadership roles mentioned 
specifically in the bible for the local church i.e. deacons and elders



Many other roles – all of which are to build up the church i.e. lead

Next week we will look at leadership in the church in more detail

But whatever and wherever the leadership role, God is primarily 
interested in character not ability and we can explore that then

What does this mean for us now and in our communities?

The following are fundamental questions to ask ourselves as they 
will shape our lives - in our attitudes, what we invest our time and 
money and effort into, what we rely on, what inspires us etc

What example are we going to set for others to follow?

Who or what do we follow?

Who do we lead?

Who are we going to choose to follow?

Who are we going to lead?

I suggest that the best thing to do is follow Jesus first and foremost 
and once we do that more, then we will find ourselves leading 
others –

HEB 12:1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud 
of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin 
that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race 
marked out for us. 2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and 
perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the 
cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the 
throne of God. 3 Consider him who endured such opposition from 
sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.

Be filled with the same Spirit Jesus had – the Holy Spirit

We will see our lives and the lives of the people around us 
transformed as they look to us and are influenced by us - as we 
look to Jesus and are influenced by him.

And that is when the Kingdom of God comes!


