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BAPTISM

There are many different ways that different types of churches do 
baptism.

Individual churches can do it in several ways as well, depending on 
the age of the people and the facilities available.

What is you experience?

So we shall explore what baptism is and why is it important

First a bit of background:

Wikipedia –

The English word "baptism" is derived indirectly through Latin from the neuter Greek concept 
noun baptisma (Greek βάπτισμα, "washing-ism"),[20][21] which is a neologism in the New 
Testament derived from the masculine Greek noun baptismos (βαπτισμός) which is a term for 
ritual washing in Greek language texts of Hellenistic Judaism. The Greek-English Lexicon of 
Liddell and Scott gives the primary meaning of the verb baptizein, from which the English verb 
"baptize" is derived, as "dip, plunge",

Baptism has similarities to Tvilah, a Jewish purification ritual of immersing in water, which is 
required for, among other things, conversion to Judaism,[28] but which differs in being 
repeatable, while baptism is to be performed only once

So in the New Testament – John started it:

What was the baptism of John?

MK 1:4 And so John came, baptizing in the desert region and preaching a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins.

John pointed to Jesus

AC 13:24 Before the coming of Jesus, John preached repentance and baptism to all the people 
of Israel. 25 As John was completing his work, he said: `Who do you think I am? I am not that 
one. No, but he is coming after me, whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.'

Paul had to point out to some disciples in Ephesus that there was 
more to baptism that John’s repentance since Jesus had come

AC 19:3 So Paul asked, "Then what baptism did you receive?"”John's baptism," they replied.



AC 19:4 Paul said, "John's baptism was a baptism of repentance. He told the people to believe 
in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus." 5 On hearing this, they were baptized into the 
name of the Lord Jesus

And we know that Jesus was baptised himself

MT 3:13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. 14 But John tried to 
deter him, saying, "I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?" MT 3:15 Jesus 
replied, "Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness." Then John 
consented. MT 3:16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that 
moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and 
lighting on him. 17 And a voice from heaven said, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am 
well pleased."

What is baptism about, and why do it?

AC 22:16 And now what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash your sins away, 
calling on his name

RO 6:1 What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 2 By no 
means! We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 3 Or don't you know that all of us 
who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were therefore buried 
with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 
through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.

So it’s about sin being washed away, leaving it behind – burying 
the old life and being raised up to live a new life – and deciding to
continue to say no to sin.

1PE 3:21 and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also--not the removal of dirt 
from the body but the pledge of a good conscience toward God

The old has gone and the new has come – it’s a new start. A new
resurrected life starting here on earth. It is an outward expression 
of being forgiven and giving your life to God and declaring that 
Jesus is Lord

It also signifies being part of the one body that is the church

EPH 4:4 There is one body and one Spirit-- just as you were called to one hope when you were 
called-- 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and 
through all and in all.

What are the practicalities?

It is a public event and can be done on a large scale

    AC 2:41 Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were 
added to their number that day.



Households can be baptised all at once – people of varying ages 
and status

AC 16: One of those listening was a woman named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth from the city 
of Thyatira, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul's 
message. 15 When she and the members of her household were baptized, 

AC 16:31 They replied, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved--you and your 
household." 32 Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his house. 
33 At that hour of the night the jailer took them and washed their wounds; then immediately he 
and all his family were baptized.

AC 18:8 Crispus, the synagogue ruler, and his entire household believed in the Lord; and many 
of the Corinthians who heard him believed and were baptized.

It needs water – usually a fair amount if possible – although 
through the centuries as well as total immersion, it has been done 
by kneeling in water with water being poured over the person and 
also done with just water poured on the forehead – often seen with 
infants.

JN 3:23 Now John also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, because there was plenty of water,

It doesn’t need to be anywhere special and you don’t need to wear 
anything special

AC 8:36 As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, "Look, 
here is water. Why shouldn't I be baptized?" 38 And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then 
both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him.

It needs to be built on a declaration of repentance and faith

    AC 2:38 Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the forgiveness of your sins. 

Baptism is in the name of Jesus – showing by what authority it is 
done in and what allegiance it is signifying. And Jesus told us to do 
it this way

MT 28:18 "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit

Baptism is once and for all – there is no need for more than one:

EPH 4:4 There is one body and one Spirit-- just as you were called to one hope when you were 
called-- 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and 
through all and in all.



You can be filled with the spirit first

    AC 10:44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard 
the message. 45 The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the 
gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles. 46 For they heard them 
speaking in tongues and praising God. Then Peter said, 47 "Can anyone keep these people 
from being baptized with water? They have received the Holy Spirit just as we have." 48 So he 
ordered that they be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked Peter to stay with 
them for a few days.

You do not have to be baptised to be a Christian

RO 10: 9 That if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your heart that God 
raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 

But as we have seen, it is part of a normal Christian life and why 
not do it – after all - Jesus did.

What about infant baptism?

That is a choice the parents make – either through their own faith 
or because of tradition or to dedicate the child to God. Although the 
bible talks about whole households being baptised, outside this, it 
always seemed to be people who made the choice to believe 
themselves.

Jesus was actually very keen for children to come to him –

  MK 10:13 People were bringing little children to Jesus to have him touch them, but the disciples 
rebuked them. 14 When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, "Let the little 
children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as 
these. 15 I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child 
will never enter it." 16 And he took the children in his arms, put his hands on them and blessed 
them.

So we can bring our children to Jesus – sometimes called 
“dedication” or “blessing” – and we are welcoming Jesus as well

MK 9:36 He took a little child and had him stand among them. Taking him in his arms, he said to 
them, 37 "Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me

So I think it is ok to be baptised as a believer – even if christened 
as a child – that was your parents’ choice – this is yours. 

Other churches acknowledge the importance of making your own 
commitment with understanding by “confirmation” or “first 
communion”.



What we should do as a church -

We should encourage and offer believer’s baptism.

We should bless children and bring them to Jesus


