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FAITH

We often talk about it.

Why is it so important?

It is central to our lives -
“Without faith it is impossible to please God” (Hebrews 11v6)

What is faith?

We can use reason and logic and check out the facts about 
God but in the end there is a step of faith. 
“Faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what 
we do not see” (Heb 11 v1)

How do we get it?

By hearing from others and reading the bible 

“Faith comes by hearing the message and the message is 
heard through the word of Christ” (Romans 10v17)

God is also at work in us - not just ourselves making a 
decision – a reminder that we are dependant on Him-

“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and 
this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God-- not by works, 
so that no one can boast.” (Eph 2v8-9)

Initial faith in Jesus for salvation into the Kingdom of God
“Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved” (Acts 
16v31)

How does it change what we do from then on?

Ongoing trust in God for His promises even though they do 
not see them fulfilled. We can plan and strategise and try 



and make things happen, but trust in what God has said has 
to underly and drive it all.

(Heb 11 again – OT examples of Noah, Abraham , Moses 
and many others)

And what about affecting the church?

The gift of faith comes directly from God as a Gift of the Spirit
for the common good – very valuable to help each other in 
this – to build each other and the church up.

“Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for 
the common good. 8 To one there is given through the Spirit 
the message of wisdom, to another the message of 
knowledge by means of the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by 
the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 
10 to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to 
another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in 
different kinds of tongues, and to still another the 
interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are the work of one and 
the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he 
determines” (1Cor 12v7-11)

Note – this gift is not the same as the gift of the Spirit to do 
miracles including healing (1 Cor 12v7-11) 

We can look at that next time!

Remember:

Faith without works is useless

“What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith 
but has no deeds? Can such faith save him? 15 Suppose a 
brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. 16 If one of 
you says to him, "Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well 
fed," but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is 
it? 17 In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied 
by action, is dead.” (James 2v14-17)



We can look at James another time – I would recommend it!
– It describes the sort of church we want to be in very 
practical terms.

Faith is vital for salvation and life and we need more!

"Everything is possible for him who believes."

MK 9:24 Immediately the boy's father exclaimed, "I do believe; help 
me overcome my unbelief!" (Mark 9v23-24)

Lord help us to overcome our unbelief!


