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EVANGELISM

We know it is essential but we also need to understand what we are 
talking about. Sometimes we make it too complicated or too difficult.

What is evangelism?

Preaching or promulgation of the gospel 

Bible does not use the word evangelism – but it does use the term 
evangelist!

What is the office of evangelist?

List of offices or ministries in Ephesians 4v11-12

Their recognised job is to preach the gospel – to many or to one 

May be called missionaries

And they prepare God’s people for works of service and build up 
the body – the church.

Have we got one here yet?

Where can we find an evangelist?

Is there a gift of evangelism?

Not mentioned in lists

Assumed as something which is foundational

So what are we all called to do?

We are called to be witnesses.

Jesus told us to in Acts 1

The disciples did it in Acts

It’s not rocket science



What are we witnesses to?

Jesus! (“you will be my witnesses”)

The good news of the gospel

The kingdom of God

Jesus’s life and teaching

Jesus death and resurrection

What that means in our life – forgiveness, faith and a future

Who can argue with our experience?

Make sure it is genuine!

Make sure our lives match up with what we say!

The church must match the gospel as well

Demonstrate the gospel as good news – to the poor especially

How do we have the power to do it?

Jesus promised the Holy Spirit (“you will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit comes on you”)

Where should we share our witness?

“Jerusalem, all Judea, Samaria and the ends of the earth” 

With whom should we share?

The poor and the needy – of any sort

Whoever wants to listen

Pearls before swine – Matt 7 v6 “do not give dogs what is sacred; 
do not throw your pearls to pigs etc” 

When should we share?

Listen to God’s prompting

Look for God working in people



“An opportune moment” 

Col 4v5 “Be wise in the way you act towards outsiders; make the 
most of every opportunity.” 

In season and out of season – when culturally in or out

When we are called on to give a reason for the hope within us - 1 
Peter 3v15 “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone 
who asks you to give a reason for the hope that you have – But do 
this with gentleness and respect.” 

How should we share our witness experience?

Col 4v6 “Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned 
with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone”

So this is not pushy and aggressively but -

Fearlessly as Paul wanted to - Eph 6v19 and 20

What sort of response should we expect?

Could be any and unexpected

It doesn’t matter if rejected, it is Jesus and the Father they are 
rejecting– Luke 10v16

Do not judge 

It’s ok to shake the dust off – Luke 9v5 10v10

Who convicts and saves people?

It’s the Holy Spirit – so not our responsibility!

So – in summary –

We are to be witnesses and stand firm in what we know. 

Look for God working in people and prompting us. 

Continue to be good news as well as speaking it.

Is this going to change our lives and the church? 


