
GATEWAY CHURCH NORTHUMBERLAND

3.11.13 Joss Bray

IT’S ALL ABOUT GOOD NEWS!

Today we are celebrating Sarah’s baptism. 

You may ask why she is going fully clothed into our hot tub, being 
totally submerged under water and then – hopefully – if all goes 
according to plan, getting straight out again. Or you may not.

Sarah is going to talk in a moment about why she is doing it, but 
we can have a quick look at the background to what it’s all about
before she does.

Because baptism is to do with being a Christian, the first thing to 
ask is:

What does it mean to be a Christian?  

It means turning away from living our lives for ourselves where we 
are separated from God, and following Jesus and doing the things 
he teaches us to do.

The main things that Jesus taught are summed up in our Gateway 
church statement:

Love God, Love each other, Serve the community.

Ok – so that sounds reasonable, but isn’t being a Christian all 
about being told off by God, being against enjoyable things, and 
being a bit miserable?

Not at all!

It’s about good news -

The angels announced it – remember nativity plays! –

    LK 2:10 But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that 
will be for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is 
Christ the Lord.



The message that Jesus brought was good news –

LK 4:18 "The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to 
the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the 
blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."

This is what Jesus did when he was on earth –

LK 7:21 At that very time Jesus cured many who had diseases, sicknesses and evil spirits, and 
gave sight to many who were blind. 22 So he replied to the messengers, "Go back and report 
to John what you have seen and heard: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who 
have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is preached to 
the poor.

And the early Christians did it too –

AC 5:42 Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to house, they never stopped 
teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Christ.

It’s about a new life –

A new life – not a slightly revamped old one, or the old one with a 
bolt on faith, or a just a slight change to our diaries on Sundays.

It is freedom from the old way of life - from sin, guilt, shame, feeling 
worthless and unloved, being abused or abandoned. From lacking 
direction or purpose in life, from being blown about by other 
peoples views or fashion and the consumer society where the way 
to be happy is to have more and better stuff – preferably better 
than your neighbour.

It’s not a miserable thing it is joyful – it’s life to the full – no half 
measures – and so much better than the world

Jesus said

    JN 10:7….I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.

Is faith about having a crutch to get through life?

No – as we have seen, it is much more than that – it is the whole 
foundation of new lives!

A crutch is for a short time until the part of the body is mended, but 
this sort of faith gives us a completely new life!



Jesus made it all possible –

He paid the price for all that stuff that we can be free of, and he 
bridged the gap between a holy God and sinful us. He was the only 
one who could do it because he was the son of God – and his 
mission was to do exactly that.

So why do we do baptism?

Jesus was keen to tell his disciples to do it–

    MT 28:19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you.

It is a normal part of Christian life in the church and it has always 
been, and always will be –

AC 2:38 Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise 
is for you and your children and for all who are far off--for all whom the Lord our God will call."

What is baptism?

It is a public declaration of faith in Jesus as Lord and it is an 
outward sign of what has happened inside. 

It shows how we have been washed clean of sin (the water), died 
to the old self (the immersion) and been raised up (hopefully!) to a 
new life. 

There is a parallel with Jesus who died for us on the cross – for our 
sin, not his because he didn’t have any. God raised him up from 
death to show that death is defeated and that what Jesus said was 
actually true.

To sum up –

Baptism is all about demonstrating and celebrating the good news 
of new life and freedom that we can all have in Jesus – no matter 
what has happened in the past. 

That’s something to celebrate.


