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Important to be clear – and to know what the bible says -
especially because of next Saturday but also because we need as 
full a picture as we can get so we are not unbalanced –

HEB 6:1 Therefore let us leave the elementary teachings about Christ 
and go on to maturity, not laying again the foundation of 
repentance from acts that lead to death, and of faith in God, 2

instruction about baptisms, the laying on of hands, the resurrection 
of the dead, and eternal judgment.

What is prophecy?

Prophecy is God speaking through His people – its hearing from 
God and then communicating it. 

It is given into a particular situation – may be to a person, a couple
or a group of people – may be to the church as a whole – or the
world

It is usually about the future but not with specific timings -

AC 1:7 He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times or dates
the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth."

It is not restricted to certain people to either give or receive; it is for 
men and women – young and old –

AC 21:8 Philip the evangelist, one of the Seven. 9 He had four 
unmarried daughters who prophesied.

May be words or pictures or even actions c.f. ones we’ve had for 
the church and for us -



AC 21:10 After we had been there a number of days, a prophet 
named Agabus came down from Judea. 11 Coming over to us, he 
took Paul's belt, tied his own hands and feet with it and said, "The 
Holy Spirit says, `In this way the Jews of Jerusalem will bind the 
owner of this belt and will hand him over to the Gentiles.' "

The bible is the prophetic word of God in general –

    2TI 3:16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, 
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness

2PE 1:20 Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of 
Scripture came about by the prophet's own interpretation. 21 For 
prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke 
from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.

And some books in particular -

REV 1: 3 Blessed is the one who reads the words of this prophecy

The bible is full of prophecy about Jesus –

AC 3:24 "Indeed, all the prophets from Samuel on, as many as have 
spoken, have foretold these days.

1PE 1:10 Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the 
grace that was to come to you, searched intently and with the 
greatest care, 11 trying to find out the time and circumstances to 
which the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when he predicted 
the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow.

Why is prophecy important now?

Because it was important then!

A promised gift of the Spirit –

AC 2:17 " `In the last days, God says,
    I will pour out my Spirit on all people.
  Your sons and daughters will prophesy,
    your young men will see visions,
    your old men will dream dreams.
   Even on my servants, both men and women,



    I will pour out my Spirit in those days,
    and they will prophesy.

The spiritual gift we should desire most –

1CO 14:1 Follow the way of love and eagerly desire spiritual gifts, 
especially the gift of prophecy.

It is one of the ways God speaks to us now – c.f. prophesy for me -

1TI 4:14 Do not neglect your gift, which was given you through a 
prophetic message when the body of elders laid their hands on 
you.

What is prophecy for?

To encourage and build people –

1CO 14:3 …everyone who prophesies speaks to men for their 
strengthening, encouragement and comfort. 

To build up the church –

4 He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but he who 
prophesies edifies the church. 5 I would like every one of you to 
speak in tongues, but I would rather have you prophesy. He who 
prophesies is greater than one who speaks in tongues, unless he 
interprets, so that the church may be edified.

The church is built on apostolic and prophetic foundations –

    EPH 2:19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, 
but fellow citizens with God's people and members of God's 
household, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.

It can convince an unbeliever by revealing truth –

1CO 14:24 But if an unbeliever or someone who does not understand 
comes in while everybody is prophesying, he will be convinced by 
all that he is a sinner and will be judged by all, 25 and the secrets of 
his heart will be laid bare. So he will fall down and worship God, 
exclaiming, "God is really among you!"



There is a specific ministry of Prophet as well as the more 
widespread gift, for people who are likely to devote a lot of time 
and effort in the church to prophesying and to be recognised as 
such–

EPH 4:11 It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be 
prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and
teachers, 12 to prepare God's people for works of service, so that 
the body of Christ may be built up 

How should we use this gift?

We are not the only ones who need help with this. Was there a 
discussion in the Corinthian church about tongues and prophecy? 
Was there imbalance or was it chaos?

1CO 14:39 Therefore, my brothers, be eager to prophesy, and do not 
forbid speaking in tongues. 40 But everything should be done in a 
fitting and orderly way.

Wisely and with discernment as well as doing it together and in an 
orderly manner –

1CO 14:29 Two or three prophets should speak, and the others should 
weigh carefully what is said. 30 And if a revelation comes to 
someone who is sitting down, the first speaker should stop. 31 For 
you can all prophesy in turn so that everyone may be instructed 
and encouraged. 32 The spirits of prophets are subject to the 
control of prophets. 33 For God is not a God of disorder but of 
peace.

Watch out for false prophets and prophecies -

2TH 2:1 Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our 
being gathered to him, we ask you, brothers, 2 not to become 
easily unsettled or alarmed by some prophecy, report or letter 
supposed to have come from us, saying that the day of the Lord 
has already come.

2PE 2:1 But there were also false prophets among the people, just as 
there will be false teachers among you. They will secretly introduce 



destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who bought 
them--bringing swift destruction on themselves.

And how you can also tell the difference -

1JN 4:1 Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to 
see whether they are from God, because many false prophets 
have gone out into the world. 2 This is how you can recognize the
Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has 
come in the flesh is from God, 3 but every spirit that does not 
acknowledge Jesus is not from God. 

Use it with love –

1CO 13:1 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not 
love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have 
the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all 
knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have 
not love, I am nothing. 3 If I give all I possess to the poor and 
surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing.

Next week:

An exciting prospect for hearing from God -

AC 15:30 The men were sent off and went down to Antioch, where 
they gathered the church together and delivered the letter. 31 The 
people read it and were glad for its encouraging message. 32 Judas 
and Silas, who themselves were prophets, said much to encourage 
and strengthen the brothers.


