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BEING A DISCIPLE - PART 1

This relates strongly to the topics we have been looking at on 
previous Sundays – The armour of God, the body of Christ, faith, 
grace, witnessing and other topics. It is what binds them all 
together as a foundation on which they can be effective – so we 
can be effective in our lives and demonstrate the Kingdom of God.
They all assume that we are disciples.

It’s a huge subject so we will scratch the surface and see what 
particularly hits us – this is part 1.

What is a disciple?

The term "disciple" is derived from the Greek word 
mathetes,[1] which means a pupil (of a teacher) or an 
apprentice (to a master craftsman), coming to English by 
way of the Latin discipulus meaning a learner while the more 
common English word is student. A disciple is different from 
an apostle, which instead means a messenger.[2][3]

So – it is about being a pupil, apprentice, learner, student

And of course we have been reading about the early church 
in Acts where it shows us what being a disciple meant –
actually like a rollercoaster ride – but never dull

It’s not about discipline! So it’s not about how many times we 
pray or read the bible in a week, or how many church related 
meetings we go to.

But discipline is involved – but it comes from a background of 
forgiveness, freedom and the grace of God and the power of 
the Spirit to live the way Jesus wants us to – all in response 
to the fact that God loved us first and wants the best for us. 
We are called to be renewed in our mind, to stay away from 
doing ungodly and unholy things – to flee from sin.



We are disciples of Jesus

Not of men – that is really important – that is the stuff of cults 
and usually ends badly – even seen with Christian
leaders……

So for example - we are in the Christ Central group of 
Newfrontiers churches headed by Jeremy and his team, but 
we are not his disciples

Jesus has shown us the Father – the fullness of God dwelt in 
him – He is all we need to know about God – and therefore 
the only person worth being a disciple of

We follow Jesus

It’s more than being just a follower – as in Twitter, or a friend 
on Facebook

We follow now as people who can’t go back –

COL 3:1 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your 
hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right 
hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on 
earthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is now hidden 
with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is your life, appears, 
then you also will appear with him in glory.

Following means the whole of our lives -

GAL 2:20 I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, 
but Christ lives in me.

We have to know Jesus to follow Him

You can’t be a disciple unless you know who you are 
following – otherwise why are you following?

In fact many people do this in the world to stars and 
celebrities etc – but they don’t really know them



We know Jesus from the reading bible and from the activity 
of the Holy Spirit – who Jesus sent to us so we would not be 
orphans. Because we cant see him! – Remember Thomas. 
We pray – and talk to Jesus and He speaks to us. 

We are also friends of Jesus

JN 15:14 You are my friends if you do what I command. 15 I no 
longer call you servants, because a servant does not know 
his master's business. Instead, I have called you friends, for 
everything that I learned from my Father I have made known 
to you. 

We learn from Jesus

Everything we are taught by men – preaching, books, other 
Christians, even the internet – we need to check out with 
what Jesus says – bible and wisdom from the Holy Spirit as 
well as other disciples.

A good Christian teacher or apostle will have got what they 
have to give from God – that could be us! -

COL 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you 
teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you 
sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your 
hearts to God. 

We live in the name of Jesus

Our lives should reflect what we have learnt, kingdom values 
and vision, the character of Jesus in particular His 
compassion and servant heart, and sacrificial life, His 
obedience and dependence on God His Father, hope for 
eternal life – the long view etc

And amazingly –

JHN 15:16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and 
appointed you to go and bear fruit--fruit that will last. 

So next time we will look at what that means a disciple’s life 
should look like – what is this fruit?


