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Jesus said “I am the gate for the sheep”.

Over the last few weeks we have been looking at the “I am” 
statements of Jesus. The idea is the more we hear what he said 
and try to understand what he meant, he more we get to know him. 
The more we get to know him, the better we can follow him and 
become more like him.

Last week we looked at “I am the good shepherd”. As an example 
of a good – or the best – shepherd – we looked at Psalm 23. I 
have found myself remembering it this week and it is really useful 
to put things into the right perspective.

So what did Jesus say about being a gate for the sheep?

Remember – we need to read things in context to make sure we 
get a good understanding. So Jesus starts with the shepherd -  

JN 10:1 "I tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in 
by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2 The man who enters by the gate is the shepherd 
of his sheep. 3 The watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He 
calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he 
goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 But they will 
never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognize a 
stranger's voice." 6 Jesus used this figure of speech, but they did not understand what he was 
telling them.

The disciples didn’t understand at first – probably just like us! So 
Jesus tries a different picture -

    JN 10:7 Therefore Jesus said again, "I tell you the truth, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who 
ever came before me were thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am 
the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. He will come in and go out, and find 
pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have 
life, and have it to the full.

Then he goes back to the original picture -

    JN 10:11 "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 The 
hired hand is not the shepherd who owns the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he 
abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. 13 The 
man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep.



And he finishes with a promise, a statement about his relationship 
to his father and a prophetic statement about what is going to 
happen later:

    JN 10:14 "I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me-- 15 just as the 
Father knows me and I know the Father--and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 I have other 
sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, 
and there shall be one flock and one shepherd. 17 The reason my Father loves me is that I lay 
down my life--only to take it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own 
accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I 
received from my Father."

So what does it all mean?

Jesus was trying to get some very important concepts across to 
the disciples and therefore to us. It is about:

Who he is and what he does
His relationship with God
Who we are and what we do
Our relationship to him
What can disrupt that
What that all means in the bigger picture.

And to explain it all we have a setting and a cast like a play:

A shepherd
A gate
A watchman
A sheep pen
Some sheep
Thieves and robbers
Other sheep
One flock
A father
A son

The shepherd and his sheep

He is the good shepherd – he looks after his sheep – us. We know 
his voice and he knows us individually. He leads us, protects us, 
makes sure we are nourished and have all we need. He offers life 
to the full. He lays down his life for us. And it’s his choice to do that 
– he can give his life or not – it was up to him. 



The gate and the sheep pen

If Jesus is the gate – what is the gate to? – Good pasture, life 
giving water, safety, community – in short – life. This gate is the 
gate to the kingdom of God – Jesus himself is the way in.
Remember, Jesus said “I am the way”. 

So the sheep pen is a picture of the kingdom of God –and it is full 
of good things. On the earth now, the closest thing is we can 
physically see that should look like the kingdom of God is the 
church – that’s a bit thought provoking. 

Therefore, the way in to the church also is through the gate that is 
Jesus. Note that the church shouldn’t be about promoting itself as 
such, but encouraging people to come to Jesus and come in to the 
kingdom of God and the church through him.

Thieves and robbers

Note that there is only one legitimate way into the pen and that is 
through Jesus. Other people and beliefs may say they are the way 
– but Jesus describes them as thieves and robbers – they do not 
come in through him and only want to steal and lead the sheep 
astray. We need to watch out for false doctrine and teachings that 
can seem good but subtly lead us away from the good pasture.
Learn to recognise the stranger’s voice and run away from it.

Some other sheep

Jesus talked about other sheep that are not in the pen but that he 
will be bringing in to form one flock – with him as the one 
shepherd. He was talking to a Jewish audience and he was saying
that the kingdom of God wouldn’t only have Jews in, but also non 
Jews – a radical thought. Note that there won’t be two flocks in the 
pen but only one. There will be no distinction between where the 
sheep have come from any more. 

The father and the watchman

Jesus knew that his father – God – loved him and he was obedient 
to his father. God did not make Jesus lay down his life for us –
Jesus did it because he loved his father and he loves us.



God is also the watchman over the flock – he opened the gate to 
the kingdom but asking Jesus to be that gate. Through his life, 
death and resurrection, that gate, the way in was opened.

So what does this mean for us as a church?

We are called Gateway Church – this was partly due to a prophetic 
picture a friend of ours had of myself and Gill rebuilding the “Aln 
Valley Gate” one stone at a time. The actual gateway is the setting 
for the gate itself. The church is the setting for Jesus. So as we 
remember that Jesus is the gate, we are welcoming people in by 
inviting them to meet Jesus and take up his offer of life to the full.

And for us as a church, we are really aware that it does not matter 
what background people are from whether “Jew or non Jew” –
when they come in, we are one flock and there is no distinction
between us.

At our very first meeting on the 7th April this year, Luke brought a 
prophetic picture which is so relevant to this. Here it is, and it is 
worth reading in full to finish off with –

I had a picture of a marathon track with thousands of people either side. But 
specifically the finish line. Over the finish line was an archway which was the 
gate of heaven. Beyond the gate was where the thousands of people were 
standing. In front of the gate were only six people - the beginning of Gateway 
Church - and they were cheering. They were cheering runners through the 
gate, the finish line. Their cheers may have been quiet alone but they were 
joined by those of the thousands of people behind the gate, in heaven, past 
the finish line. It was a huge roaring of cheers.

As at first one or two ran through the gate - like the lead runners - more and 
more followed. People also joined the six people in front of the gate until more 
and more were cheering the runners through. On the banner above the gate 
in was written: Start and Finish .Because that's the deal, Jesus is the start and 
the finish - where heaven meets earth, that's where gateway church is.


