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Healing

Healing is something we pray for a lot isn’t it?

Many of us and the people we know are sick – physically 
or mentally. There are relationships that are broken and 
hurts that are still raw. We believe that God wants us to 
pray for people inside and outside the church for healing.

Several of us have experienced God healing other people 
or ourselves.

But we should know on what basis we are doing it and 
look at the various issues that it raises – because sooner 
or later they will come up and we need to be clear in our 
minds about them. 

As far as we can be clear of course – we have already 
talked about mysteries which we cannot understand - and 
why should we understand everything? Only God does.

Back to basics –

In the end – when the Kingdom of God has come in full –
there will be no crying or pain or disease or death. That is 
the big picture we have been hearing about in past weeks. 
The things that we worry about and obscure our vision of 
God’s huge love for us will be gone. Even things that we 
know are good and from God will go –

1CO 13:8 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are 
tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we know in part 
and we prophesy in part, 10 but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears. …….. 12 Now 
we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; 
then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.



This is the concept of “now and not yet” –a poor reflection 
of the Kingdom of God that is near – listen to what Jesus 
said –

LK 10:8 "When you enter a town and are welcomed, eat what is set before you. 9 Heal the sick 
who are there and tell them, `The kingdom of God is near you.' 

So healing is a sign of the closeness of the Kingdom – but 
it is not yet fully here – so we should not expect to see 
here on earth what will be made perfect in the new heaven 
and new earth. That did not stop Jesus telling his disciples 
to heal the sick and he of course healed many sick people.

Jesus and healing

He certainly did a lot of it –

MT 4:23 Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news 
of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people.

LK 6:17 He went down with them and stood on a level place. A large crowd of his disciples was 
there and a great number of people from all over Judea, from Jerusalem, and from the coast 
of Tyre and Sidon, 18 who had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases. Those 
troubled by evil spirits were cured, 19 and the people all tried to touch him, because power 
was coming from him and healing them all.

So Jesus could heal anyone who asked him and cure 
every disease that they had.

However - even Jesus didn’t heal everyone! Where the 
people did not believe in him, we can only assume that 
people didn’t bother to ask. Their lack of faith meant that 
they missed the opportunity to come to Jesus and ask for 
healing.

MK 6:1 Jesus left there and went to his hometown, accompanied by his disciples……….4 Jesus 
said to them, "Only in his hometown, among his relatives and in his own house is a prophet 
without honor." 5 He could not do any miracles there, except lay his hands on a few sick 
people and heal them. 6 And he was amazed at their lack of faith.

It’s great how it says – “he could not do any miracles there 
– except lay his hands on a few sick people and heal
them.” I am sure we would settle for that!



Note that there is no mention of sin and forgiveness here
as being necessary for healing – only faith in Jesus. 

Jesus and others also raised people from the dead –

JN 11:40 Then Jesus said, "Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of 
God?"41 So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, "Father, I thank you 
that you have heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of 
the people standing here, that they may believe that you sent me." JN 11:43 When he had said 
this, Jesus called in a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out!"

Note – that Jesus could have come sooner before Lazarus 
died, grief would have been avoided and Jesus wouldn’t 
have been criticised. However – the key phrase here is 
“you would see the glory of God”. Jesus had other plans 
which were better. He gave glory to his Father and 
demonstrated his authority by doing something more 
amazing than just a run of the mill healing.

Remember also that Lazarus died again – and that there 
are not a lot of recorded resurrections of ordinary people 
in the bible. People who were healed still died later.

Healing in the early church

Many people were healed by the early Christians.

AC 3:6 Then Peter said, "Silver or gold I do not have, but what I have I give you. In the name of 
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk." 7 Taking him by the right hand, he helped him up, and 
instantly the man's feet and ankles became strong. 8 He jumped to his feet and began to walk. 
Then he went with them into the temple courts, walking and jumping, and praising God. 9

So Peter was clear that it is in the name of Jesus that 
people were healed. This is very important as there are all 
sorts of “spiritual healing” which do not acknowledge 
Jesus as the source of healing. When this is the case, 
things may still happen but we must remember that the 
enemy is the great liar and very deceitful. He will 
encourage men and women to build themselves up as 
having healing power, or to “channel” power that is from 
the dominion of darkness. 



Remember this:

2CO 11:13 …for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light.

So – what looks “spiritual” and harmless can very easily 
come from darkness and in the end entraps and obscures 
the truth of God in people’s lives. 

This world view and explanation of what is happening is 
often totally contrary to what God says about us and the 
world and Jesus.

What about laying on of hands?

Jesus did it to heal people-

  LK 4:40 When the sun was setting, the people brought to Jesus all who had various kinds of 
sickness, and laying his hands on each one, he healed them.

Ananias did it to Paul -

    AC 9:17 Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, 
"Brother Saul, the Lord--Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here--
has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.

Paul did it as well -

AC 28:7 There was an estate nearby that belonged to Publius, the chief official of the island. He 
welcomed us to his home and for three days entertained us hospitably. 8 His father was sick 
in bed, suffering from fever and dysentery. Paul went in to see him and, after prayer, placed 
his hands on him and healed him.

But actually, there is a lot more in Acts and the letters 
about laying on of hands to receive the Holy Spirit than 
there is for healing. It is also used to recognise someone 
as a leader, or set them apart for a specific role in the 
church.

Praying for each other

The early church prayed for each other a lot and was
encouraged to do so –



    
EPH 6:18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this 
in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.

PHP 4: 5….. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer 
and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.

JAS 5:16 Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be 
healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.

Remember that we are made righteous – that is right with 
God – through our faith in Jesus and his lordship in our 
lives. Therefore – we are considered righteous before God 
– even though we still sin. 

Our prayers are effective because of what God has done 
for us – not because of our goodness or our faith level.

Anointing with oil 

There are only two NT references to anointing with oil for 
healing.

Jesus sent the twelve disciples out in two’s:

MK 6:12 They went out and preached that people should repent. 13 They drove out many 
demons and anointed many sick people with oil and healed them.

And James - ever practical - says:

JAS 5:13 Is any one of you in trouble? He should pray. Is anyone happy? Let him sing songs of 
praise. 14 Is any one of you sick? He should call the elders of the church to pray over him and 
anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick 
person well; the Lord will raise him up. If he has sinned, he will be forgiven.

Note – James is very straightforward and expects healing
– we should have that expectation too – but noting what 
we have learnt about the now and not yet of the kingdom. 
So we come back to the ”now and not yet”

This is a tension that we see with Paul as well –



2CO 12:7 To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations, 
there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. 8 Three times I 
pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. 9 But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for 
you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." 

So Paul kept on praying but God had different plans to 
show his glory and help Paul to keep himself right.

Principles:

We should be healing the sick in obedience to and in the 
name of Jesus. We should be persistant in prayer.

We should not expect everyone to be healed all the time.

Laying on of hands and anointing with oil is good but 
certainly not essential.

There is no special formula or words needed.

If people want to be healed in the name of Jesus then that 
is enough faith to proceed.

Unrepented sin does not seem to be a big issue for Jesus 
in healing people. But we need to be mindful of our God 
given righteousness when we pray for people if we are 
going to be effective.

God’s plan is bigger than ours and it is eternal – in the end 
there will be no more disease or death. We see in part.

It may be better for us to endure suffering for reasons we 
may not understand. These may be to do with 
demonstrating the glory of God or to teach us important 
things in our lives.

Authentic healing acknowledges and honours Jesus as 
the son of God and does not give honour or glory to 
anyone or anything else.


