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The Fear Of The Lord – Joss Bray

We have already thought about “fearing no one and 
nothing” – that’s important to remember all the time. It can 
set us free from anxiety and help us to live life to the full.

Today we are going to look at “the fear of the Lord”.

At first hearing this sounds like a contradiction to what we 
learned a couple of weeks ago – but it isn’t at all - and it is 
actually really helpful. Because if we fear God alone – not 
people, the future, circumstances etc – everything is put 
into proper perspective. This helps us not to be 
overwhelmed by things that happen – but to stand on 
some solid ground that can’t be shaken.

What does it mean?

The Old Testament teaches us many things about the fear 
of the Lord. The writer of Proverbs – Solomon – was very 
keen on wisdom:
PR 1:7 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge

PR 9:10 "The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, 

PR 16:6 Through love and faithfulness sin is atoned for; through the fear of the LORD a man 
avoids evil.

PR 19:23 The fear of the LORD leads to life: Then one rests content, untouched by trouble.

PR 22:4 Humility and the fear of the LORD bring wealth and honor and life.

PR 23:17 Do not let your heart envy sinners, but always be zealous for the fear of the LORD.

And the psalmists mention it:
PS 19:9 The fear of the LORD is pure, enduring forever.

PS 34:9 Fear the LORD, you his saints, for those who fear him lack nothing.



PS 111:10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; all who follow his precepts have 
good understanding.

What about Jesus?

As prophesied in Isaiah, even Jesus was going to have 
the fear of the Lord and he would delight in it:
ISA 11:1 A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; (who was the father of David, and Jesus 
was of the line of David - Ed) from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. The Spirit of the LORD 
will rest on him-- the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of 
power, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD -- and he will delight in the fear of 
the LORD.

And Jesus himself demonstrated that the fear of the Lord 
was not about being afraid of God. From before his birth to 
the end times we are told not to be afraid -
LK 2:10 But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will 
be for all the people.

JN 12:15 "Do not be afraid, O Daughter of Zion; see, your king is coming, seated on a donkey's 
colt."

JN 14:27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do 
not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.

MT 28:8 So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his 
disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them. "Greetings," he said. They came to him, clasped his 
feet and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, "Do not be afraid. 

LK 24:36 While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to 
them, "Peace be with you." They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost.

REV 1:17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand on me 
and said: "Do not be afraid

What do these scriptures tell us about the fear of the 
Lord?

The fear of the Lord is not about being afraid of God.

It is a good thing and not scary or dangerous.

It is the beginning of knowledge and understanding.



It produces wisdom – knowing what the right thing is.

It is something pure and lasting.

It encourages humility not pride.

It helps us to avoid evil and envying those who do evil.

It leads to life, contentment and being untouched by 
trouble and lacking nothing.

With humility, it leads to wealth and honour.

This all sounds good and something worth taking seriously

So how do we have the fear of the Lord?

As Linda said “this is actually God we are talking about…”

We need to realise that God is who he is – creator of the 
universe and everything in it, our father in heaven, the 
judge (and jury) of mankind, almighty and all powerful,
everywhere, knowing everything and angry at sin.

However, he also loves us to death (the death of Jesus), 
has forgiven us, sees us as righteous and calls us his 
children. He doesn’t want anyone to perish and offers the 
gift of eternal life to those who believe in Jesus.

That is the beginning of trying to understand the fear of the 
Lord – who he is, his love for us that will never fail and the 
discipline that comes through that. Not the sort of 
discipline which produces negative results, but the sort 
which helps us grow. A good parent disciplines their 
children because they love them and want what’s best –
even though it can be hard for the child at the time.



The Fear of God can lead to salvation

When Jesus was being crucified:

LK 23:39 One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: "Aren't you the Christ? Save 
yourself and us!" But the other criminal rebuked him. "Don't you fear God," he said, "since you 
are under the same sentence?  We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds 
deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong." Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when 
you come into your kingdom." Jesus answered him, "I tell you the truth, today you will be with 
me in paradise."

The criminal was a sinner and knew it – he also knew that 
Jesus wasn’t and he believed in him as Lord – and
because of that, he was saved and received eternal life.

So how should this affect our thinking and behaviour?

Scripture points us in the right direction -
ISA 33:6 He will be the sure foundation for your times, a rich store of salvation and wisdom and 
knowledge; the fear of the LORD is the key to this treasure.

So there is foundational element to our lives which opens 
the door to much treasure including salvation and wisdom.
SA 12:24 But be sure to fear the LORD and serve him faithfully with all your heart; consider what 
great things he has done for you.

It also helps us to serve him well, and at the same time 
remembering what he has done for us.

ECC 12:13 … Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man.

It helps us to do the right thing and to know what is right.
Remember – love God and love your neighbour.

PR 8:13 To fear the LORD is to hate evil; I hate pride and arrogance, evil behavior and perverse 
speech.

It helps us not to do what is wrong – remember, God 
knows and sees everything. It reminds us that God’s 
wisdom is far above our understanding. It reminds us not 
to be proud and arrogant – how can we be, if we really 
appreciate who God is and what he has freely done for us.



PS 22:23 You who fear the LORD, praise him!

It encourages us to give him praise and worship him.
PS 118:4 Let those who fear the LORD say: "His love endures forever."

It reminds us of his endless love for us and we tell others.
PS 34:11 Come, my children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the LORD. Whoever of you 
loves life and desires to see many good days, keep your tongue from evil and your lips from 
speaking lies. Turn from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue it.

The person who fears God will also pursue peace –
blessed are the peacemakers. They will not sow discord 
and bad feeling. They will make peace where they can.

And the fear of the Lord also encourages us to witness to 
others and preach the gospel:

2CO 5:11 Since, then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to persuade men.

What will happen in our lives if we fear God?

Here are some promises -
PS 115:13 …he will bless those who fear the LORD-- small and great alike.

PS 128:1 Blessed are all who fear the LORD, who walk in his ways.

But there could be testing times ahead. Consider Job who 
feared God but was then severely tested. When troubles 
do come – will that affect our faith in God? That will show 
whether we really do fear God. The bible says if we fear 
God then we will be untouched by troubles – not that 
troubles won’t happen. But his blessings are still with us.

However, this is what we are hoping for -

AC 9:31 Then the church throughout Judea, Galilee and Samaria enjoyed a time of peace. It 
was strengthened; and encouraged by the Holy Spirit, it grew in numbers, living in the fear of 
the Lord.

So, let’s decide to put God first and really try to appreciate 
who he is and honour and fear him in the right way. Then 
we can see things with that right perspective that says 
“God is in charge, he loves me, I will not be afraid”. 


