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Who do we live for? – Joss Bray

This is the fundamental question that shapes our lives. 

The way in which we respond to that question, will govern what we 
think about ourselves, what we think about the world and what we 
think about the future.

It can transform us from being preoccupied with things that don’t 
really matter, to things that matter for all eternity.

Being transformed -

We have been reading Romans in our weekly bible studies, and 
this week was Romans 12. It opens with this:

RO 12:1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living 
sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship. 2 Do not conform any 
longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you 
will be able to test and approve what God's will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will.

It is an exhortation – an encouragement – to give our whole lives 
as a sacrifice for God. It talks about our bodies and our minds. 

It assumes what we already know, but we but often fail to realise. 
That is that our lives are often much like those around us who 
aren’t Christians. In what we do and our attitudes, we often reflect 
the worldly pattern of thinking – not the heavenly pattern. It is 
insidious – like an infection deep down, or a cancer which may 
only manifest itself openly from time to time, but it needs treating.

But the promise is that because God is merciful to us, we don’t 
receive the due punishment for this. In fact we are able to be 
transformed instead. It is possible for us to be so transformed that 
we will be able to “test and approve” what God’s will is. 

So – our thinking will change so that we will know what God wants
– rather than being unsure of what to pray or how to pray – we will 
be able to pray and speak with confidence and agree with God. 



When we do that we will see more and more prayer answered, 
because we will recognise what God will lay on our hearts and 
minds. Instead of praying to persuade him to do things, we will 
pray in agreement with what he wants to do anyway.  Therefore he 
will be glorified, and we will be encouraged when we see the 
answers to those prayers.

This is the meaning of the Lord’s prayer – how Jesus taught us 
how to pray – “Let your kingdom come and your will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven” 

The promise is that God’s desires will become our desires, his will 
becomes ours. This is different to worldly passions:

1JN 2:15 Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him. 16 For everything in the world--the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his 
eyes and the boasting of what he has and does--comes not from the Father but from the 
world. 

That’s a challenge – do not love the world or anything in the world. 
Things are not to be loved. Although we sometimes live as though 
we put things first not God. We need to make judgements about 
what is important and what isn’t -

1CO 2:15 The spiritual man makes judgments about all things, but he himself is not subject to 
any man's judgment:

And we can do this because:

1CO 2:16 ……………But we have the mind of Christ.

So as our mind is transformed, our judgement gets better. Note as 
an aside, that those that are spiritual, that’s us, are not subject to 
any man’s judgement. We need not fear or even take notice of 
what people think of us or of their judgement – it is irrelevant.

God will judge everyone in due time. Our judgement will be in the 
light of Jesus’s sacrifice for us – he paid the due price for our sin. If 
we trust him in Jesus we have no need to fear God’s judgement 
either.

So we are being transformed – note that this is a process and we 
will be at different stages along the road, but we need to be 
travelling on the road – it’s time to really think about this.



Am I being transformed in my thinking? 

Who am I really living my life for?

But there’s more – we have help

We don’t have to do it in our own strength:

2CO 3:18 And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed into 
his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.

The Holy Spirit transforms us to reflect God’s glory.

And the actual spiritual truth is this:

GAL 2:20 I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I 
live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 

So in fact, God took the initiative and dealt with the power of sin so 
we can be free to live for him. The life we live in our bodies now 
should be an outworking of the fact that Christ lives in us. It is no 
longer I who live. The old life has gone – we are born again. 

Being born again means starting again with a new unblemished, 
fresh life in the kingdom of God. We have lost sight of what 
kingship used to mean – when people’s allegiance meant they 
were supposed to honour their king, sacrifice their lives for him in 
battle, obey him and trust him. The king’s subjects were dependant 
on him for their protection and future. The king’s character shaped
the nation. But the good king is also ready to die for his people.

Politicians unfortunately are a pale reflection of a good king! – It is 
not the same dynamic at all. Jesus is the lord and king on the 
heavenly throne – not a prime minister in the House of Commons!

Born into a different kingdom

We now live as citizens of a heavenly kingdom – with a proper 
King. Jesus talked about the kingdom of God or the kingdom of 
heaven a lot - that was part of his foundational message

MK 1:14 After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 
God. 15 "The time has come," he said. "The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the 
good news!"



And that was the commission to us as well –

LK 10:8 "When you enter a town and are welcomed, eat what is set before you. 9 Heal the sick 
who are there and tell them, `The kingdom of God is near you.'

So who do we live for?

This is the challenge. We should be living for our lord and king -
Jesus.  Our lives should be transformed and different. Our minds 
will no longer be focussed on ourselves but on God and his good 
and perfect will. Our actions will demonstrate his love and power
and they will demonstrate a different spirit to that of the world.

Things that seem important to us now will fade in significance – we 
will see things more from God’s point of view. We will be set free 
from self reliance and rely on our saviour and king.

Remember, this is freedom! – Who would we rather be in charge of 
our lives – ourselves or our heavenly king? 

So how can we be sure that he wants the best for us?

1JN 4:9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the 
world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved 
us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.

The initiative came from God in the first place. Jesus came so that 
we may have life for ever through him. The king came and 
sacrificed himself for his people.

Our response needs to be wholehearted – in the same way as he 
is wholehearted to us.

He makes life worth living and gives us focus and direction – and
he gives us the power to live for him too. 

Next time we will look at what a life lived for God may look like and 
how to keep going on the right road of a transformed life.


