
God reigns  Psalm 46

Reminder – lay burdens down, God’s grace and peace are available, The Lord of Hosts is 
with us, remember God’s works

Above all of these is the conviction that whatever the circumstance, God reigns and is to be 
exalted whatever the situation.

Here is our assurance that whatever is happening , God has not lost control and our lives are 
in the palms of His hand. This helps us to keep our difficulties in perspective.

In every situation, 

God is for me

His omniscience does not wane 

His omnipotence never weakens

His wisdom never fails

Our security is that God’s reign is a reign of love and purpose. Our life is not ordered by fate 
or by random chance but by the over ruling will of God. Albert Einstein – God does not play 
dice with the universe.

But what of The situation in Jerusalem

- 27 year old Hezekiah
- Purifying worship in the temple, removing cult objects of worship
- Involved in a conspiracy with Egypt against Assyria, condemned by Isaiah
- Assyria in 2 year political campaign through Phoenicea and destroyed Egyptian army 

in Philistia
- Paid tributes to Assyria of over £3 million but still advanced on Jerusalem
- Saw Assyrian army as ‘the rod of God’s anger’ Isaiah 10 ; 5-6, yet  still believed that 

God would turn the tables Isaiah 10 ; 12
- He accepted the judgement of God through the Assyrians, repented and waited 

patiently for God to humble the aggressors
- Was it the will of God for Sennacherib to advance and be so cruel – NO – God does 

not will moral evil
- Was it the will of God for Hezekiah to receive that evil – YES
- For Hezekiah et al
- Caused him to seek after God
- Turned the people of God back to Him
- Created psalms which blessed generations



How do we cope when people act unfairly towards us

Injustice, rudeness, no thanks, harsh words, no one asks me, feel left out, speak behind your 
back

Not the will of God for people to hurt you, yet it is the will of God for us to receive it.

Preserves us from bitterness – beware the boomerang of unforgiveness

Allows us to be ministers of grace and forgiveness to them as no-one can do more to you 
than God allows

See that clearly in the life of Joseph

Jacob – all things are against me ( Joseph and Simeon) yet all things were actually for him. 
Higher purpose

Joseph – brothers treatment, Midianites, Potiphar’s wife, butler let out yet 2 more years –
13 years of humiliation for Joseph, 13 years of torment for Jacob but timing of God for 
Joseph to be in authority during time of plenty and time of famine

‘You meant it for evil but God meant it for good.’

Same with Moses – hard-hearted Pharaoh with a soft hearted daughter

God reigns sovereignly over the choices of human beings

Nothing can come to you without His permissive will. 

George Matherson wrote the hymn below at a time of personal tragedy.

O love that will not let me go, I rest my weary soul on Thee

I give Thee back the life I owe that in Thine ocean depths its flow

May richer fuller be

O joy that sleekest me through pain, I dare not shut my heart to Thee

I’ll trace the rainbow through the rain, and feel the promise is not vain

That morn shall tearful be.

God’s delays

He who orders the universe, orders your delays. God’s clock  is never slow because our 
times are in God’s hands



Paul – why am I in prison – look at what I could be doing, evangelism – teaching converts

Just stay where you are and write some letters

No future in frustration

How often do we say why ?

I want a reason – I want to understand

Job wanted to know why – God’s 64 questions  if you don’t know how the universe works, 
how can you understand My purposes – my ways are not your ways – Jesus asks why even 
when He knew  the answer but rested in the sovereignty of God.  Sometimes the question 
why is actually a cry for comfort rather than a cry for an answer !

For what ultimate purpose ?

No one size fits all answer but God does whatever He pleases Psalm 115: 3 but His intention 
is always for His glory and for our eternal good. Romans 8: 28.

1) God reigns over and in our difficulties to equip us to minister to others – generate 
compassion for others and put us in situations to minister. I’ve been there and I have 
found the way through it with God’s help.  2 Cor 1: 3-4

Terry Waite, 5 years in Lebanon ‘ I am determined to convert this experience into 
something  that will be useful and good for other people’

Jesus the greatest sympathiser
2) God reigns over and in our difficulties to produce character because God is more 

concerned with our character than with our comfort. We are forever to reflect Jesus 
for eternity and our difficulties are there to make us more like Christ. As we rest in 
God, so the character of Jesus is more displayed.- 2 Cor. 4 ; 17-18 Maybe the years 
in prison was the only way Joseph could have learned to forgive his brothers. There 
are no shortcuts in the kingdom of God. The character of Jesus is often forged in the 
furnace of pressure. Sunshine all the time only produces a desert.
Do you want God to bless your life – then He may have to put your hip out of joint to 
do so. (Jacob)

3) God reigns over and in our difficulties to keep us humble and break our self-
dependence.  The result will be our need to rely on Him more.
Paul’s thorn in the flesh was given to him to stop him becoming conceited.
How often does God allow failure to fall in our path – to lose our sense of self glory 
and self-centredness. ‘ If failure works better than success to produce the 
eradication of self, then God loves us too much to shield us from failure.’ 



God reigns over our situations to produce eradication of self-defence, self-
justification(not my fault), and wants us to surrender to Him
Abraham and Noah seen as failures but for God they were heroes of faith. ‘Unbroken 
men are of little use to God.’ Job 23 ; 10’When He has tried me, I shall come forth as 
gold’ because God has sought to rid me of dross in my life.
Ps 119: 71 ‘It is good for me that I was afflicted that I may learn your statutes’

4) God reigns over and in our difficulties to cause us to cry to Him as the answer.  That 
was the case for Hezekiah. CS Lewis says that ‘pain is God’s megaphone to rouse a 
deaf world’ . Cant cope struggling to get through and still don’t turn to God. Acts 4: 
23 onwards – God you are sovereign, behold their threats. Come and sort it out! No 
change of situation but God gave them boldness. Hezekiah praying did not change 
the will of God but it did change Hezekiah.

5) Yet in it all there is a mystery that causes us to say that I don’t know the answer but I 
trust the one who has allowed my situation, whose invisible hand sovereignly rules 
over the situation.  
So

- Let’s not make hasty judgements – the problem of the incomplete picture 
- Let’s believe that we can be more than conquerors through Him
- Let’s believe that God knows best and His glory is our aim
- Let’s believe that God can turn tragedy into triumph

No glib answer – God is glorified when sickness is overthrown and is equally glorified 
through a transformed character in the midst of sickness

- Let’s look at the cross and see that God reigns through sin and difficulties – sweat 
blood – the cross can never be bypassed – seemed so unfair – but has set us an 
example to surrender to the reign of God, trust that God will work with us to bring all 
things for our good and offers grace and peace to keep us in and through them.

- Let’s dignify the trials of God because   He has entrusted them to us for a purpose. 
(Dont try to abort the timing of God}

- Our Father is the captain of all circumstances


