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The precious Kingdom - Joss Bray

A brief recap

We have been focussing on the kingdom of God for the last few 
weeks. Copies are on line at the church website if you want to 
revisit previous talks.

We have had a look at the practical Kingdom - what it is, where it is 
and how Jesus talked a lot about it.

LK 8:1 After this, Jesus traveled about from one town and village to another, 
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom of God.

The kingdom of God was central to Jesus’s teaching and it should 
be central to our lives. Jesus specifically tells us to pray to our 
heavenly Father “your kingdom come”. When we pray “your 
kingdom come”, we are saying - “be the king in my life” - I submit 
everything to you - you are in charge - you are the king.

He also tells his disciples to proclaim the kingdom of God by words 
and actions:

MT 10:7 As you go, preach this message: `The kingdom of heaven is near.' 
Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out 
demons. Freely you have received, freely give.

We looked at the coming Kingdom - and saw it through the events 
of Palm Sunday - when Jesus the King came to Jerusalem. We 
saw the sorts of ways in which the kingdom can be recognised as 
coming now. 

We saw Jesus as the king who suffered and died and sacrificed 
himself for us on the cross on Good Friday. Then we celebrated 
Jesus the risen triumphant king on the beach on Easter Sunday.

Last week we heard from Dave about the importance of 
repentance as an ongoing part of our walk with God and how faith 
and repentance go hand in hand in the kingdom of God. 
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Today we will look at some of the parables that Jesus told about 
the kingdom in an effort to help us understand more about it. One 
of the most important conclusions is that it is very precious and it is 
something that grows.

The parables

Jesus told some surprising parables about the kingdom. In fact 
some are quite disturbing if we really took them as seriously as I 
am sure Jesus intended us to. Today we will concentrate on seven 
of the twelve parables.

The precious Kingdom

Jesus described the kingdom like this:

MT 13:44 "The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a 
man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and 
bought that field.

MT 13:45 "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine 
pearls. When he found one of great value, he went away and sold everything 
he had and bought it.

So we have these two pictures. In the first, a man finds treasure -
he is out there with his metal detector, finds something, digs it up 
and there is the treasure. At this point, the temptation could be to 
just put it in his rucksack and go off with it. But no - he buries it 
again and does the right thing. He sells everything else he has and 
buys the field so the treasure is rightfully his.

With the merchant and the pearl - we see that he too sold 
everything to buy what he had been looking for.

Note that joy was involved. They didn’t mind at all getting rid of
everything else they had accumulated because what they found 
was of far more value to them. It was a no brainer for them.

So what does this teach us? 

The kingdom of God is precious. It is worth far beyond anything 
else we have in this world. It is worth giving up everything to be in 
the kingdom. There is nothing we have that can compare to it. 
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There is a joy involved when we find the kingdom - the joy of 
finding a king who loves us and cares for us. A king who provides 
for all our needs. A king who forgives us our sins - a king who 
wipes out any record of failure. A king who promises eternal life 
with a destiny and glorious future. 

There is no need to hang on to anything at all from the past life that 
would weigh us down and detract from the kingdom of God. 

What happens then, after the kingdom is found?

Jesus went on:

LK 13:20 Again he asked, "What shall I compare the kingdom of God to? It is 
like yeast that a woman took and mixed into a large amount of flour until it 
worked all through the dough."

And remember that Jesus said:

LK 17:21 …..the kingdom of God is within you."

So there is the sense here that the kingdom is not just restricted to 
a part of our lives. It works into and through the whole of who we 
are and what we do. This shows us that we find the kingdom and 
the joy of that good news, our lives are completely transformed -
not just a part of it. Yeast is an amazing thing. It is very simple but 
can make tasty bread out of a lump of dough. 

It is the same for us - if the kingdom of God is in us, it will make a 
huge difference. That difference will be clearly visible and it will be 
good. That should make a radical difference not only to us but to 
those around us and the society we live in. 

We will then see the growth of the kingdom - here is another 
parable from Jesus:

MK 4:30 Again he said, "What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or 
what parable shall we use to describe it? It is like a mustard seed, which is the 
smallest seed you plant in the ground. Yet when planted, it grows and 
becomes the largest of all garden plants, with such big branches that the birds 
of the air can perch in its shade."
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From small beginnings - the kingdom of God will grow. That is its 
nature. Where Jesus is king, his kingdom will expand. We may not 
feel we have much of the kingdom of God inside us - but the 
picture of the mustard seed tells us that it’s ok. If we remain faithful 
just to the tune of one mustard seed - then his kingdom will come 
in our lives. And if we feel we are only the size of a mustard seed 
in the world around us, or in a particular situation, then the promise 
still holds. The kingdom can grow to unexpected proportions. 

After all - Jesus started with a handful of followers who couldn’t be 
described as anything more than a bunch of mustard seeds in the 
world. The kingdom grew and multiplied anyway. That is definitely 
something to get hold of for us when we feel small and we think 
not much is happening. Think of the mustard seed. Think also 
about another parable Jesus told about the kingdom:

MK 4:26 He also said, "This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man 
scatters seed on the ground. Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the 
seed sprouts and grows, though he does not know how. All by itself the soil 
produces grain--first the stalk, then the head, then the full kernel in the head. 
As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, because the harvest has 
come."

This reminds us that even though we can’t see things happening, 
they still are. And even when we don’t understand - that does not 
stop the kingdom growing. The man who scattered the seed could 
not see what was going on underground, and he didn’t understand 
it either - but it happened. The seed of the kingdom ends up 
producing good fruit which is then harvested.

God is at work in his kingdom in so many ways - we can’t begin to 
understand. But also the enemy is at work - we should not be 
surprised when weeds spring up as well:

MT 13:24 Jesus told them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a 
man who sowed good seed in his field. But while everyone was sleeping, his 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. When the 
wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared. "The 
owner's servants came to him and said, `Sir, didn't you sow good seed in your 
field? Where then did the weeds come from?' " `An enemy did this,' he 
replied. "The servants asked him, `Do you want us to go and pull them up?'  " 
`No,' he answered, `because while you are pulling the weeds, you may root 
up the wheat with them. Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I 
will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be 
burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.' "
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Jesus wants us to know that “everything in the garden won’t be 
rosy”. We will encounter weeds even in the midst of good fruit in 
our lives. There are things that have been sown in by the enemy 
that grow and need to be dealt with. Now here is the reassuring bit. 
God won’t root out everything if it will harm us in doing so. He is 
gracious and knows our weaknesses and problematic issues from 
the past. They will be all dealt with eventually when the harvest 
comes and we are gathered home to be with him in eternity. 

In the meantime the stronger the good wheat grows, the easier it 
will be for the weeds to be identified and pulled out. The more 
kingdom harvest there is, and the stronger that is, the weaker the 
weeds will be in comparison.

It is like the parable Jesus told about a net:

MT 13:47 "Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down 
into the lake and caught all kinds of fish. When it was full, the fishermen pulled 
it up on the shore. Then they sat down and collected the good fish in baskets, 
but threw the bad away.

Our lives are like a mixed bag - or like a big net. There’s all sorts in 
it, but the kingdom of God, and what that produces in our lives, is 
so precious. We need to keep praying - “let your kingdom come 
and your will be done on earth as it is in heaven”. They aren’t just
words, but they should come from a real desire for the kingdom of 
God to grow and be evident in us and the world. And we can pray 
that with the joy that comes from finding something really good.

Let your kingdom come Lord!


