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Righteousness - Part 2 - Joss Bray 
 
Moving on to the New Testament 
 
We will remember from Part 1 that righteousness is about two 
things -  
 
Firstly, it’s about right standing with God - and we will see later 
how important that is. It’s about knowing we are right with God. We 
have a relationship of love with our Father, forgiveness for sins and 
a new start. We stand in the love of God - in his grace - freely 
given but not deserved or earned.  
 
Secondly, it’s about walking in that righteousness - our behaviour 
as a consequence of being made righteous.  Our desire to honour 
God and follow him - rather than our sinful nature and our own 
agenda. 
 
Righteousness was very much on the agenda for Jesus though: 
 
MT 6:33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things 
will be given to you as well. 
 

What are “all these things” that will be given as well? 
 
MT 6:31 So do not worry, saying, `What shall we eat?' or `What shall we 
drink?' or `What shall we wear?' For the pagans run after all these things, and 
your heavenly Father knows that you need them 
 

So basically, when we are putting God first and seeking to follow 
him, the promise is that he will look after all our needs. That’s a 
promise from God - and he doesn’t change his promises. Isn’t it 
great to know that we can stand on that assurance at all times?  
 
It is sad how often we forget - if you are anything like me and 
continue to worry when God says “do not worry”. But the promise 
of God stands nonetheless. And this is what should mark us out 
from the world - that we do not worry about or run after things that 
our heavenly Father is pleased to provide for us. 
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And there was another promise from Jesus: 
 
MT 5:6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they 
will be filled. 

 
So here is the sense of more than not just “not worrying”, but an 
inner need for something vital - like food and drink. If you hunger 
and thirst, you are pretty much aware that you need food and 
drink. We need to be aware that the only thing that will sustain and 
fill us is righteousness - being in the middle of God’s will, living out 
in our lives what he has amazingly given us. That is our food and 
drink - that is what should keep us going.  
 
Righteous living is not passive but active. Jesus was totally 
righteous - his life is an example of righteousness lived out. All that 
he did demonstrated what righteousness is about. If we want to 
know what a righteous life looks like - look to Jesus. He was 
always doing the will of the Father and demonstrating that the 
kingdom of God was near. 
 
Are we doing that, all the time? 
 
And indeed it seems a very high bar to get over - a very high 
standard indeed - as Jesus said: 
 

MT 5:20 For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the 
Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom 
of heaven. 

 
Since we cannot do this ourselves, how do we possibly get it? 
Let’s see what Paul has to say in Romans 17: 
 
RO 1:17 For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a 
righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: "The 
righteous will live by faith." 
 

And then in Romans 3: 
 
RO 3:21 But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made 
known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. This righteousness from 
God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe 
 

So the good news is that there is a joining up of the old and new 
testament - the old covenant and the new. The old is fulfilled and 
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worked out in the new. Righteousness is not what the Pharisees 
and teachers of the law said it was - purely a legal set of rules.  
 
They had actually misinterpreted the scriptures. Last time we read 
in Genesis 15 that “Abram believed the Lord and it was credited to 
him as righteousness” - which is actually the same message as 
Jesus brought. The difference being that when Jesus came, he 
actually embodied what God had promised. 
 
Somewhere along the line it had become about man earning 
righteousness through works rather than God giving it through 
faith. 
 
It’s through faith in Jesus - that’s how we become right with God - 
that’s how it is possible to be more righteous than the Pharisees 
and teachers of the law - the people who were thought to be the 
most godly. That all changed - or rather was fulfilled - when Jesus 
came and showed what it really meant to be righteous. 
 
Living it out 
 
So if we have faith in Jesus and trust him as Lord of our lives, then 
we have received righteousness from God. 
 
And in Romans 6, Paul encourages us to live in that righteousness 
which is given to us by God: 
 
RO 6:13 Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of 
wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been 
brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as 
instruments of righteousness.  

 
So the parts of our body should be instruments of righteousness 
and offered to God - that’s quite a challenge isn’t it - and worth 
thinking through. Is what I do and say compatible with being an 
instrument of righteousness? If not - let’s repent and ask God for 
the strength - by his Holy Spirit - to live differently. God gives us 
the power to do this - being filled with the Spirit isn’t about a warm 
fuzzy feeling, it is about having the power to live obedient and 
righteous lives. In Romans 12, Paul says:  
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RO 12:1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your 
bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act 
of worship. 

 
Worship is about living out righteousness. God is very pleased with 
this. And it is not about getting a reward from men, but from God: 
 
MT 6:1 "Be careful not to do your `acts of righteousness' before men, to be 
seen by them. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven. 

 
That is a test of motive - for there is no room for pride: 
 
LK 18:9 To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked 
down on everybody else, Jesus told this parable: "Two men went up to the 
temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee 
stood up and prayed about himself: `God, I thank you that I am not like other 
men--robbers, evildoers, adulterers--or even like this tax collector. I fast twice 
a week and give a tenth of all I get.' "But the tax collector stood at a distance. 
He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, `God, 
have mercy on me, a sinner.' "I tell you that this man, rather than the other, 
went home justified before God. For everyone who exalts himself will be 
humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted." 

 
Jesus was clear that he came to gather people who know that they 
are sinners and not righteous -  
 
LK 5:29 Then Levi held a great banquet for Jesus at his house, and a large 
crowd of tax collectors and others were eating with them. But the Pharisees 
and the teachers of the law who belonged to their sect complained to his 
disciples, "Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and `sinners'?" Jesus 
answered them, "It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have 
not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance." 
 

Notice the Pharisees getting it wrong again - they completely 
misunderstood the meaning of righteousness. It is clearly possible 
to be righteous in the midst of unrighteousness. Jesus came for 
people who needed to hear the message of repentance and the 
kingdom of God.   
 
So this is a model for the church. We welcome people who are on 
the margins of society just like Jesus did. How are they on the 
margins - or even on the edge? It could be through other people’s 
attitudes - or even their own perception of themselves. They could 
be acutely aware of their needs or just coming along for great food 
and drink. All of us have been sinners who need to repent. 
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When we live in that righteousness - amazing things can 
happen 
 
1PE 3:12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are 
attentive to their prayer 

 
JAS 5:13 Is any one of you in trouble? He should pray. Is anyone happy? Let 
him sing songs of praise. Is any one of you sick? He should call the elders of 
the church to pray over him and anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord. 
And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will 
raise him up. If he has sinned, he will be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins 
to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer 
of a righteous man is powerful and effective. 
 

And remember of course, that righteousness comes from God as a 
gift - so no one can boast. Don’t be afraid of being called righteous 
- that is what God calls you now.  
   

Righteousness has eternal consequences. 
 
At the last judgement - which we will all face - Jesus says: 
 
MT 25:37 "Then the righteous will answer him, `Lord, when did we see you 
hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? When did we 
see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 
When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?' "The King will 
reply, `I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these 
brothers of mine, you did for me.' 

 
And when Jesus comes for his bride the church, righteousness is 
recognised, and what we do will be seen in glory: 
 
REV 19:7 Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! For the wedding of 
the Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself ready. Fine linen, bright 
and clean, was given her to wear." (Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of 
the saints.) 

 
And eternally Jesus tells us what our destiny is: 
 
MT 13:43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father.  
 

It brings us right back to the kingdom of God: 
 
RO 14:17 For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of 
righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit 


