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GATEWAY CHURCH NORTUMBERLAND 

New Year’s Day 2017 – Joss Bray 

Happy New Year! 

Has anyone got any New Year resolutions? 

Can you remember last year’s ones? 

How did we do with them? 

How about having a “New Year Revolution”? 

Resolutions are all about what we want to see changed in our lives.  

It’s about doing things differently. 

And quite often we fail. 

How about determining in our minds that we will do one thing over and 

above the usual things we need to be doing. Something revolutionary 

that will keep our perspective in the right place. 

We’ll talk about that in a moment - but first here’s quick recap of what we 

as a church have resolved to do already as the basis of our life together.  

Our basic mission statement is this – to Love God, Love each other and 

Serve the community.  

These are biblically based intentions that are based on Jesus replying to 

a question in Matthew 22: 

36 “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” 

37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 

and with all your mind.’[c] 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the 

second is like it: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’[d]  

First and foremost, we follow Jesus and as disciples we want to do what 

he told us to. And this sums up the essence of all his teaching – and 

indeed his whole life and mission.  

To be followers of Jesus means to actually follow him!  

For each of us that will be a slightly different race that he sets out in our 

lives. He has put us in different places, he has given us different circles 

of friends, different jobs, different hobbies, different families – and so on. 

But we follow him together loving and supporting each other as his 

church– not in a perfect way – but as we are able by his grace.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+22&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23910c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+22&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23912d
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No church is perfect, no church has all the answers, no church does 

everything 100% right all the time.  

And we know why that is don’t we? Yes – it’s because we are the 

church! Listen – we make mistakes, we sin – we don’t live up to our 

mission statement.  

But there is good news -  

1 John 1: 

7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, 

and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all[a] sin. 

8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If we 

confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from 

all unrighteousness. 

Here is hope and a promise from God.  

How about starting the New Year on this basis with a real new start?  

Let’s come to God and admit our sin – that we haven’t always loved God 

or each other or served as we know he wants us to. Let’s not carry over 

into the New Year, baggage from the old. 

And we don’t have to! Remember -  

. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify 

us from all unrighteousness. 

It’s as clear as that – and the blood of Jesus on the cross seals it.   

So, that’s the first thing. We can be purified from the past and the grip of 

things which just seem to cling to us and stop us moving on and being 

fruitful and running the race in front of us. 

But what about the “New Year’s revolution”? 

This is what I propose for 2017 – that instead of focussing on what we 

are going to do let’s get more of an expectation of what God is going to 

do.  

I’m not saying that we shouldn’t resolve to do things – but as we know, 

that can be a bit hit and miss and can’t be relied on. 

What we can rely on is that God is God and he has a plan for the world – 

a plan to restore and redeem it. A plan to save the lost. 

First and foremost, it’s about Jesus and the good news that he is.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20John+1:7-9&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30548a
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Secondly, it’s about the church – God wants to build his church! The 

church is his plan to reach the world.  

Do we fully realise, that in the end, when there will be a new heaven and 

a new earth – when all things are restored and redeemed – the church - 

the new Jerusalem, the bride of Christ – his people will be one thing that 

persists, that features in that new earth and heaven – listen to these 

amazing prophetic words: 

Revelation 21 

21 Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven and the first 

earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the 

new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 

beautifully dressed for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne 

saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with 

them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 
4 ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning 

or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” 

5 He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” 

I think 2017 is the time to look for what God is doing and is going to do. 

We need to be vigilant – to be expectant – to be aware. 

And He is at work both here in all the places we are in as a church as 

well as in the world. 

Let’s not make the mistake of thinking places like Amble, Shilbottle, 

Felton, Seahouses and so on are too small for God to work.  

Remember – Jesus is Jesus of Nazareth – that’s where he grew up and 

lived for 30 out of his 33 years. Today it is like saying – Jesus of Amble, 

or Jesus of Seahouses. Nazareth was small – and not well thought of. 

The local opinion – “what good could come from there”. 

God is building his church in every sort and size of village, town and city. 

Jesus expressly went to teach in villages and towns as well as in 

Jerusalem. He sent his disciples into the same places.  

Wherever there are people who need to hear about Jesus – that’s where 

the church should be.  

And we are here to first and foremost introduce people to Jesus. We are 

here for the gospel – the good news of restoration and redemption and 

renewal.  
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How do we do that? - We do it by living our lives following Jesus – by 

loving God and loving our neighbour which demonstrates God’s love for 

them.  

We do that by showing people what Jesus is like and introducing them to 

him for themselves.  

We have said before – the church needs to be a Gateway to Jesus – a 

way of inviting people to get to know him. 

I want us this year to be expectant – I want to look for how God is going 

to build his church – to see what he is doing in people’s lives – and to 

see him at work in the world.  

There are many things we won’t understand – things that seem to be 

setbacks or disasters or incomprehensible events.  

But then is the time to say again – God is God – we cannot fathom all he 

does but what we do know is this - that he loved the world so much that 

he gave his one and only Son Jesus so that we may not perish but have 

eternal life.  

And what’s more – he sends his power – his very spirit – the Holy Spirit 

to counsel us, to equip us, to help us to love, to demonstrate His power 

in action and to be with us always.  

As a church, we are going to be focussing on learning more about the 

Holy Spirit and encountering the power of God in the next few weeks. 

That sounds exciting to me – I hope it does to you too!  

So, if people want to know about God in 2017 – if they ask “what is he 

doing?” – “where is he in all this?” – “what sort of God is he?” Or even 

just “what on earth is going on with the world?” then the first and best 

answer has to be to introduce them to Jesus.  

Listen to what he says in 

John 14: 

9 ……… Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.  

And it also says in 

Hebrews 1: 

3 The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being. 
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Jesus is the hope of the world – there is no other – whatever people 

think, and whatever is going on. 

He is the rock – our fortress – he is unfailing in his love and mercy to us. 

He can be relied on 100%. His promises are really eternal.  

So, that’s the New “Years revolution” I am looking for.  

It’s to see what God is doing – let’s expect him to be at work and let’s be 

co-workers with him in what he is doing in the church, in the community 

and in the world.  

And let’s not hold back in introducing people to Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


