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Preparing for the Kingdom to come – Joss Bray  

A couple of weeks ago, we were at the Christ Central leadership 

conference in Crewe. 

The main theme was revival and how to prepare for it. 

Sometimes there can be more heat than light about revival – thankfully 

that was not the case. There was no hype and no specific dates when 

revival will come.  

But there was a reflection on previous revivals and also on prophetic 

words for this nation in particular that have been given over the years. 

So, I’m going to send you the paper that was written by Mike Sprenger 

that was circulated to us before we met. It’s a fascinating look at what 

has gone on before and it analysing previous revivals in terms of what 

actually happened and common themes that they shared.  

Today – we are going to look at some biblical and practical issues 

around revival. You see, we need to be grounded in biblical truth and not 

something else. Not peoples experiences, not popular Christian thinking, 

not even the internet and social media trends! – even when they seem 

really good and sound very spiritual. Even big churches and charismatic 

leaders with extensive platforms can get it wrong! I know that may sound 

a bit shocking, but that’s the truth! 

So, the first thing is – you won’t find the word revival in the bible! We do 

find the words “revive” and “revived” in a few places, but not many. 

There’s a good example in Psalm 85: 

Psalm 85[a] 

1 You, Lord, showed favor to your land; 

    you restored the fortunes of Jacob. 
2 You forgave the iniquity of your people 

    and covered all their sins.[b] 
3 You set aside all your wrath 

    and turned from your fierce anger. 

4 Restore us again, God our Savior, 

    and put away your displeasure toward us. 
5 Will you be angry with us forever? 

    Will you prolong your anger through all generations? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+85&version=NIV#fen-NIV-15273a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+85&version=NIV#fen-NIV-15274b
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6 Will you not revive us again, 

    that your people may rejoice in you? 

7 Show us your unfailing love, Lord, 

    and grant us your salvation. 

8 I will listen to what God the Lord says; 

    he promises peace to his people, his faithful servants— 

    but let them not turn to folly. 
9 Surely his salvation is near those who fear him, 

    that his glory may dwell in our land. 

10 Love and faithfulness meet together; 

    righteousness and peace kiss each other. 
11 Faithfulness springs forth from the earth, 

    and righteousness looks down from heaven. 
12 The Lord will indeed give what is good, 

    and our land will yield its harvest. 
13 Righteousness goes before him 

    and prepares the way for his steps. 

What a great Psalm – In fact we could say that this is what revival is 

about! It’s all wrapped up in forgiveness and in restoration and 

reconciliation. Remember that this is what God is all about. That is what 

Jesus is all about – he came to us because he loved us and God wanted 

to forgive, restore and reconcile us to Him – permanently.  

He also wants us that to characterise us – here – as his church. We 

should be a people characterised by always looking for forgiveness, 

restoration and reconciliation between ourselves and between all people 

and God.  

That should be our very nature – that is the expression of the love that 

God showed us and the love that we should show each other and our 

neighbours. 

This Psalm talks of seeking forgiveness, being revived – literally having 

restored life and energy. It’s about the people realising they need 

salvation – they need to be saved from their current situation. They are 

crying out to God. It’s about the promise of God to bring peace and that 

His very glory will be present on the earth. 

It’s about the consequences of God reviving his people - we see love 

and faithfulness meeting – righteousness and peace kissing – it’s a 

really intimate picture of what happens when the Kingdom of God is truly 

present.  
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Faithfulness and righteousness sandwich the earth – one from below, 

one from above, enveloping His people. You get the impression that the 

Psalmist just doesn’t have big enough words or phrases to describe 

what it means for God to revive his people. 

And the people who fear him will be saved. That’s not a sort of cringing 

and helpless fear – but it’s the fear of the Lord as in Proverbs 9: 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is 

understanding.  

And Proverbs 14: 

The fear of the Lord is a fountain of life, turning a person from the snares of death. 

And it’s not only in the Old Testament – listen to Acts 9: 

31 Then the church throughout Judea, Galilee and Samaria enjoyed a time of peace 

and was strengthened. Living in the fear of the Lord and encouraged by the Holy 

Spirit, it increased in numbers. 

The church grew because it lived in the proper fear of the Lord and he 

encouraged it by freely giving his Holy Spirit. That’s what we want isn’t 

it?! 

When we fear God more than anything or anyone else – then we have 

things in the right perspective. Then we can move on. We need to 

realise how awesome and mighty and powerful God is. We need to 

know that everything is in his hands – that means everything that makes 

us fear or get anxious or gets us down.  

When we focus on him and realise who he is and what he can do - then 

we can make a start – then we are revived. The Holy Spirit will not hold 

back – He brings peace, strengthening and encouragement. 

And not only about people in this Psalm – God promises a good harvest 

- the very land itself is blessed and revived. A nation can be restored 

and set on the right path – don’t we need that now! 

So – what does this remind us of – this concept of revival that’s in the 

bible but not spelt out as such. Well, I think it is actually about the 

Kingdom of God coming in power.  

Remember how Jesus told us to pray in Matthew 6: 

9 “This, then, is how you should pray: 

“‘Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
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10 your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

    on earth as it is in heaven. 
11 Give us today our daily bread. 
12 And forgive us our debts, 

    as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
13 And lead us not into temptation,[a] 

    but deliver us from the evil one.[b]’ 

And some manuscripts add: 

for yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

Isn’t this the same picture of revival that we have been looking at in 

Psalm 85!  

It’s the Kingdom of God in action. It’s all there in that prayer. 

Recognising the holiness of our Father, the kingdom coming and his will 

being done, his provision, his forgiveness, the need for us to forgive 

others, God providing protection and peace. 

Now, we know that the Kingdom of God is near – Jesus said Luke 17: 

20 …….“The coming of the kingdom of God is not something that can be observed, 
21 nor will people say, ‘Here it is,’ or ‘There it is,’ because the kingdom of God is in 

your midst (or it can be translated “within you”)”[a] 

So, the Kingdom of God is in and amongst us – that because we are his 

people – the church. But there is a whole lot more that God wants to do 

and that’s why we need to be praying “your kingdom come” 

Now we can look back and see that in previous episodes of revival – 

when the Kingdom of God came most powerfully – people had started 

praying. They had done something. They were stirred by God and they 

responded to him.  

It’s really important to listen to what it says in James 2: 

14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but has 

no deeds? Can such faith save them? 15 Suppose a brother or a sister is without 

clothes and daily food. 16 If one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and 

well fed,” but does nothing about their physical needs, what good is it? 17 In the same 

way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.18 But someone will say, 

“You have faith; I have deeds.” Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show 

you my faith by my deeds. 19 You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the 

demons believe that—and shudder. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+6&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23296a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+6&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23296b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+17:20-22&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25673a
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You see, we can pray and believe that His kingdom will come – that 

there will be the revival that we have been talking about as in times past 

– but it could all be just academic.  

James was pretty clear. If we have the sort of faith that doesn’t result in 

any actions, then it is not effective and it’s pointless. It can’t save us. If it 

has no practical outworking in action, then it is not the sort of faith that 

God is looking for.  

It’s possible to believe in God – but that to mean nothing at all. We see it 

all the time don’t we. People say they believe in God, but no action 

follows. No following Jesus as disciples, no trusting him, no obedience to 

him, no desire to be with other Christians as church together.  

So, in the light of James 2, when we read Romans 10 and it says: 

9 If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God 

raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 

Then the result of Jesus being Lord in your life should mean a change to 

follow him as Lord – if that doesn’t happen, then you don’t really believe 

he is Lord. Likewise, just believing that God raised him from the dead 

and that making no difference to your life is no effective belief at all.  

So, if faith without works is dead and ineffective – then what can we do 

that actually helps to prepare for what we believe – that the kingdom of 

God will come in revival? How do we prepare?  

There is a picture of God’s blessing in 2 Kings 3 – there 3 Kings - of 

Israel, Judah and Edom who were fighting the king of Moab. They had 

run out of water for their armies and cattle and people. They enlisted the 

help of Elisha the prophet who said: 

16 …. “This is what the Lord says: I will fill this valley with pools of water. 17 For this is 

what the Lord says: You will see neither wind nor rain, yet this valley will be filled 

with water, and you, your cattle and your other animals will drink. 18 This is an easy 

thing in the eyes of the Lord; he will also deliver Moab into your hands.  

And God did it.  

Revival will be like the power of the God flowing and filling as water 

rushed into the valley to revive and refresh the people.  

But we want to be ready for this water of the Spirit. We don’t want it all to 

flow away and just dissipate. At the conference, we were encouraged to 

dig ditches – irrigation channels as it were - where this power of God can 
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flow. Now this does have its limitations as picture, but there are some 

good points we can take from it.  

Ditches carry the water to where it’s needed. We need to be digging 

ditches to places and people who need to know God, who need to be 

impacted by his power. 

So- for example – when we build relationships with people outside the 

church – those relationships will be irrigation channels down which the 

Holy Spirit will flow. They may be people at work, in the community, in 

groups or classes we are part of, and maybe contacts with governments 

and authorities that God opens up.  

And of course, that can apply to people in our families – people who we 

would love to see becoming Christians or being restored in their walk 

with God. 

There are other very important irrigation channels between us in the 

church – both in this local expression of church and other churches.  

God’s blessing and power and love needs to be evident between all of 

us if we are to demonstrate the Kingdom of God and to receive people in 

who have given their lives to God. When people are saved – they need 

to be added to the church – and God wants a good and healthy church 

for people to be added to. 

So, digging the channels, making these irrigation ditches is really 

important. We need to get on and keep doing this. Its faith in action. 

But then, how do you maintain them – what is needed to avoid 

blockages and channels silting up. What stops the flow? 

Well – it’s often sin, isn’t it? Unforgiveness, resentment, suspicion, 

feelings of being taken for granted and so on – we can all think of things 

that block the love and power of God in our relationships with each 

other. 

We don’t want it to be like that, do we? We have to do something to 

clear those channels. The Holy Spirit doesn’t usually force his way 

through – but he easily could as we read in the passage from 2 Kings. 

He wants us to combine faith and action – he wants us to learn willingly. 

He wants us to grow and become more like Jesus. 
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Remember - the most important irrigation channel for all of us, is the one 

between God and us. He dug it first remember. He sent his Son to 

rescue us – his love and power flows to us through it. 

So, here’s the challenge. 

If you don’t have a faith in God – he is saying to you right now – believe 

that He raised Jesus from the dead and make him Lord of your life – and 

you will be saved! Let salvation flow – right now!  

If you have faith already – make sure it results in works – living out the 

“Jesus is Lord” part – I think we all need to look a bit harder at what we 

need to do to follow the one that God raised from the dead.  

Maybe that means getting on and digging where God has been calling 

us to for some time but we haven’t got around to it – or we’ve put it in the 

“too difficult box”. Maybe we started but got bogged down or weary. This 

is the time to ask for renewed strength and to get on with it. 

Let the power of God flow into you and through you by not blocking his 

way with sin and unrepentance and disobedience. 

And if you are struggling with dirty ditches in any of the areas we looked 

at – be it in relationship with people outside the church, inside the 

church, in the community or in our families – let’s get some cleaning 

done and clear out the blockages.  

You see, it’s time for us to look to God first and his priorities– not 

ourselves and our “issues” that just get in the way. 

Most of all – lets pray “your Kingdom come and your will be done” in all 

circumstances. Let’s be wanting to pray more, to be together more, to 

love more because his Kingdom is coming – revival is on its way.  

Jesus is very clear in Luke 12: 

40 You also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you 

do not expect him.” 

The kingdom of God is coming – let’s get ready! 

 

 

 

 


