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GATEWAY CHURCH NORTHUMBERLAND   

13.8.17 

Psalm 2 – Joss Bray  

We’ve been looking at the Psalms recently and today we’re going to look 

at Psalm 2. 

There’s a lot going on in the world isn’t there?  

There’s wars, there’s the threat of war, there’s injustice, godlessness, sin 

that’s presented as freedom, the breakup of empires and nations, the 

breakdown of the rule of law, and even Brexit. 

These are nothing new – and in fact – we should expect these sorts of 

events. Remember Ecclesiastes 3v1: 

There is a time for everything and a season for every activity under 

heaven.  

The writer – King Solomon – was noted to be full of wisdom had already 

observed in 1v9: 

What has been will be again, what has been done will be done again; 

there is nothing new under the sun. 

So, events should come as no surprise to us – they are certainly no 

surprise to God! Have we grasped that enough – things are never a 

surprise to him. 

How then, are we going to respond to all that is going on in the world? 

What are we going to comment in Facebook? Or on the golf course? Or 

at work, or at the drop in, or at school? What will people hear and see 

when they try to get a response from us – or when they just seem 

helpless and hopeless about what is happening in the world? 

This is really worth thinking about – people will be looking and searching 

and finding what they think is the truth in all sorts of places.  But as we 

know – there is so much out there that ignores God and His truth we 

need to be ready with THE truth. 

So, what would be a reflection of the mind of Christ in these situations – 

what is the wisdom of God that we need in our generation? 

This is where Psalm 2 is really helpful. 
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Here it is: 

1 Why do the nations conspire 

    and the peoples plot in vain? 
2 The kings of the earth rise up 

    and the rulers band together 

    against the Lord and against his anointed, saying, 
3 “Let us break their chains 

    and throw off their shackles.” 

4 The One enthroned in heaven laughs; 

    the Lord scoffs at them. 
5 He rebukes them in his anger 

    and terrifies them in his wrath, saying, 
6 “I have installed my king 

    on Zion, my holy mountain.” 

7 I will proclaim the Lord’s decree: 

He said to me, “You are my son; 

    today I have become your father. 
8 Ask me, 

    and I will make the nations your inheritance, 

    the ends of the earth your possession. 
9 You will break them with a rod of iron; 

    you will dash them to pieces like pottery.” 

10 Therefore, you kings, be wise; 

    be warned, you rulers of the earth. 
11 Serve the Lord with fear 

    and celebrate his rule with trembling. 
12 Kiss his son, or he will be angry 

    and your way will lead to your destruction, 

for his wrath can flare up in a moment. 

    Blessed are all who take refuge in him. 

Wow – that’s quite a response, isn’t it? 

In this psalm, we hear about peoples and nations, about God and his 

Son, about the destiny of mankind and in fact, the ultimate answer to life, 

the universe and everything, which isn’t 42 – just in case anyone 

wondered about that.  
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Remember that we noted that not only is Jesus IN the Old Testament – 

where he appears as “the angel of the Lord”, but also his birth, life, 

death, resurrection and eternal rule is prophesied in it. 

Remember that through him all things were created – In the beginning 

was the Word – and that was Jesus – he was with God and he was God. 

From the start of time itself. He has been the author and perfecter of our 

faith – as it says in Hebrews 2. 

But here in this Psalm, we have the peoples of the world and the nations 

ignoring all this. They conspire, they plot and make plans that ignore 

God and make the truth sound like a lie.  

Does this sound familiar? 

Worse than ignoring God – they are actively against the Lord and his 

Anointed One. Now at this point – we may say -  isn’t that King David the 

psalmist is talking about – after all he wrote a lot of these and maybe he 

is having a rant because everyone is against him. 

Well, as the Psalm goes on it becomes clearer and clearer that the 

anointed one, the King on Zion, the very Son of God, the everlasting 

ruler over the world – is not David - but the one who is to come.  

It’s all about Jesus and it would be difficult to be clearer wouldn’t it. 

Anyway – the nations and peoples are actively wanting God to be 

ignored and to be removed from people’s thoughts. It was happening 

then – and it’s happening now.  

Note that what they are doing is describing the belief in God and his 

Son, the Anointed One, as being equivalent to chains that constrain and 

need to be removed.   

Their argument is effectively that faith in God and following Jesus is 

narrow minded and intolerant and holds people back from some freedom 

that they should enjoy.  

Doesn’t that sound so familiar!  

In fact, this freedom they are talking about is actually sin and leads to 

death – and isn’t freedom at all – They have done exactly what Paul said 

in Romans 1v25: 

They exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and worshiped and served 

created things rather than the Creator 
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And there is nothing new under the sun.  

But – and it’s a good but - God laughs – that’s an amazing thought isn’t 

it! He is angry and rebukes and terrifies them – nations and rulers fall. 

Should we be surprised by that – no – all earthly rulers, empires and 

eventually nations will fall. We’ve seen it over thousands of years. Why 

should we expect these things to last for ever?  

God laughs because he has raised up a king above all kings – not a 

“best of” king – but an “above all” King. 

What’s more, this King is completely different – the Lord calls him his 

Son – and he is his Father. This is a king with an inheritance – because 

of who he is, he inherits everything – the earth and everything in it.  

He also inherits authority and the mandate and ability to rule over 

everything. What’s more he does it with an iron rod -  a solid and 

destructive power that easily overcomes the schemes and plans of men. 

Sin cannot stand and sinful people cannot stand before his might and 

power.  

This is Jesus – the not quite meek and mild version. This is Jesus - who 

will judge and rule with absolute authority – for ever and ever.  

So, this is the warning. It’s to kings and authorities – to presidents, prime 

ministers, dictators – as well as the people behind the scenes. People 

with money and power who influence national rulers and authorities. 

God laughs at your schemes – get ready for destruction. 

This all sounds doom laden, doesn’t it? Who can stand then? 

But in this Psalm, we see the way out. It’s the same way out that we 

have from our sinful lives and the things that actually do enchain us and 

hold us back – the loads we carry that we don’t need to.  

“Be wise” – it says – “be warned” – this is the way- 

Serve the Lord with fear and rejoice with trembling. 

For them and for us – we need to serve God and rejoice in him – but 

note the fear and trembling. If we don’t have a healthy fear of the Lord 

and we don’t tremble at his majesty and power, then we don’t really 

understand who he is.  

Remember that God is Love – yes – but he is also Holy and will not 

tolerate sin.  
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So much we read and see – especially on some Christian internet sites - 

is all about us – be fulfilled as a person, experience God, come and get 

blessed up and so on. In many ways that’s ok – but its only half the 

story.  

It should be more about God and who he is – how to serve and rejoice 

with fear and trembling – we need more of that!  

And in God’s mercy, we don’t need to be on the receiving end of his 

wrath and anger for sin – and in God’s grace, he gives us all we need 

and more to live. It’s not about us getting – it’s about God giving first! 

So how does anyone access this amazing mercy and undeserved 

grace?  

“Kiss the Son” – what a phrase! It’s a startling word to use I think. It’s 

about worship but much more. There is a real intimacy here– such 

closeness and trust. We don’t see a distant God – we see the picture of 

a close family relationship, an enduring relationship – a blood 

relationship - literally. Through his shed blood we can be blood relations 

– and that’s who we are – a family together related by blood. 

As well as that, the original word for “kiss” also had the sense of “being 

put together”. When we Kiss the son, we are inseparable from the one 

who saves us. We are put together with him for eternity. 

That way lies blessing and refuge – that’s what the Psalm says. 

Whatever else happens in the world we can be secure in that 

relationship with him. But we ned to kiss him – to worship him, to be put 

together with him – to recognise him as Lord of our lives.  

The alternative is clear – sadly – which is death and destruction. Not a 

comfortable thought. This faith in Jesus, being a disciple, church and so 

on - isn’t a game or a comfy statement of beliefs or a hobby – literally it’s 

a matter of eternal life or death. 

This now gives us some urgency – do we want to see family, friends, 

neighbours and so on facing eternal death? Or do we want them to have 

eternal life. If you haven’t made that decision yet in your life – what do 

you want?  

What are we going to do – and how are we going to respond to what is 

going on around us in the world? 
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The day when Jesus is coming back to judge the world and everyone in 

it is getting closer. These are the end times – the times that the bible is 

very clear about will come to pass. This should not be a surprise to us. 

But - as the songwriter Larry Norman said “I wish we’d all been ready”.  

It’s all there in Psalm 2 – re-read it, take it in – ask God for his word to 

sink into you.  

I’m not going to tell you what to say or how to say it – in Mark 13v11 it 

says: 

Whenever you are arrested and brought to trial, do not worry beforehand 

about what to say. Just say whatever is given you at the time, for it is not 

you speaking, but the Holy Spirit. 

Now we aren’t being arrested – yet. But it can seem like we are on trial 

when we stand up for Jesus and what the bible says. And this will 

happen more frequently.  

Our speech and what we write on the Internet needs to be as in 

Colossians 4v6:  

Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that 

you may know how to answer everyone. 

Let’s not fall into the worlds trap of hate and bitterness and 

condemnation.  

Ask his Spirit to fill you with understanding and love for people who don’t 

know Jesus.  

And ask for wisdom to know how and when to respond when you get the 

opportunity to speak into people’s lives.  

He will give us the words – we just need to listen. 

 


