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Prophecies about Jesus in the Old Testament – Joss Bray 
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So, we are doing a series on Jesus in the OT at the moment. The last 

time I spoke I mentioned that there were a lot of prophecies about Jesus 

in the OT. We sent a list of some of them round by email which you may 

have got. 

I’m going to go into a bit more detail about these. 

First of all – just some important things to remember:  

Jesus was very interested in the OT – he quoted it a lot and mentioned 

many people who were in it. The OT was the bible of the time 2000 

years ago. It sounds very old doesn’t it - especially when the events in it 

happened over thousands of years themselves.  

It is the history of the Hebrew people – but it also talks of the of the 

origin of all people.  

It is full of poetry and songs which span the whole range of human 

emotions and experience.  

It is full of stories of individual people and their struggles and joys and 

sorrows. 

It is full of prophecy – that is words from God pointing at what was to 

come – both in the near future and the distant future.  

And it contains the laws that God said we should live by – the 10 

commandments that have shaped so many societies over hundreds and 

thousands of years. 

The OT is a record of God’s involvement in the world – history is His 

story.  

And more specifically, Jesus was present right from the beginning with 

God the Father and the Holy Spirit - and as we saw last time – all things 

were made through and by him.  

We even see that Jesus appeared to people in the OT – described as 

“the angel of the Lord” and was worshipped – even though no one knew 

or understood who he was. 
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Jesus didn’t just appear on Christmas day – year 0 – not that that was 

when he was born anyway – but he was there in the beginning of 

everything and will be there forever more. Remember he said this - 

“Before Abraham was born – I am” in John 8. That is a huge statement 

that is asking for a challenge, isn’t it? 

How do we know that Jesus was who he said he was? Was he mad, 

was he bad, was he good, or was he the Son of God? This is the 

fundamental question we all need to ask – not just because it’s of 

historical interest – not as an academic exercise, not as a Facebook 

discussion, but because the answer determines how we live our lives 

and where we spend eternity. 

After all – if there is a God – it’s quite important isn’t it – because we 

need to know what an almighty, eternal and holy God thinks about us - 

right? He might have some views about us we should know about. Who 

God is, is a massive issue really – wars have been fought, nations have 

fallen, millions have died – often because of who people thought they 

knew who God was and what he was like.  

But here is the good news – we can know what he is like. Listen to this 

from John chapter 3: 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 

believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” 

Firstly, God created us and then he loved us – and he proved it. He gave 

the most precious thing – his Son - for us so we could live with him 

forever. The only condition there is that we believe in him. But when we 

do, we want to follow him and do what he says.  

When we realise that love for us and receive it – our lives are 

transformed from living for ourselves, to living for God – and then living 

for ever with him. 

But how do we know who this Jesus is that we read about in the NT 

now? 

One of the ways is to see what was prophesied about him in the OT and 

to see how these prophecies came true. These prophecies are called 

messianic prophecies. Messiah means chosen and anointed – that was 

the way kings used to be recognised and anointed with oil as a sign of 

their chosen kingship. 
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The Jewish people knew about the messiah – they were expecting a 

king to come and restore the nation of Israel and rule on the throne of 

David. They knew this. They read it in their scriptures – the OT.  

When Jesus was walking along the road to Emmaus after he had been 

crucified and had risen again he could explain to some disciples (who 

didn’t recognise him) all about himself – just using the OT.  

Why could he do that – it was because it is full of prophetic statements 

about him – at least 44 – although some say in the hundreds. Most of 

these will be familiar to most of us – but they are worth reminding 

ourselves of. If they are news to any of us – then think about how these 

things show who Jesus is – and what that means for us. 

So, let’s look at 20 of them as examples: 

How about where he was born and where he did he come from?  

Micah 5:2 

2 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 

    though you are small among the clans[a] of Judah, 

out of you will come for me 

    one who will be ruler over Israel, 

whose origins are from of old, 

    from ancient times.” 

Hundreds of years before Jesus was born – it’s there – God speaks 

specifically about where he would be born and who he was and what he 

would become. And who was it who would give birth to him? 

Isaiah 7:14 

14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you[a] a sign: The virgin[b] will conceive and 

give birth to a son, and[c] will call him Immanuel. 

Immanuel – God with us. Born to reign as the messianic king – in the 

line of King David – for ever – as it says in: 

Isaiah 9:7 

7 Of the greatness of his government and peace 

    there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne 

    and over his kingdom, 

establishing and upholding it 

    with justice and righteousness 

    from that time on and forever. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=micah+5%3A2&version=NIV#fen-NIV-22636a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=isaiah+7%3A14&version=NIV#fen-NIV-17797a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=isaiah+7%3A14&version=NIV#fen-NIV-17797b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=isaiah+7%3A14&version=NIV#fen-NIV-17797c
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And there would be a messenger to prepare the way – to announce his 

coming – this was John the Baptist: 

Isaiah 40:3 

3 A voice of one calling: 

“In the wilderness prepare 

    the way for the Lord[a]; 

make straight in the desert 

    a highway for our God.[b] 

This is exactly what John did. But Jesus was a rejected king – even by 

his own people: 

Isaiah 53:3 

3 He was despised and rejected by mankind, 

    a man of suffering, and familiar with pain. 

Like one from whom people hide their faces 

    he was despised, and we held him in low esteem. 

The Jews hadn’t expected a king like this – even though it was all there 

in the OT. Like us they had chosen to believe what they wanted to – in 

this case about the king who was coming.  

But he brought something that was very precious: 

Isaiah 9:2 

2 The people walking in darkness 

    have seen a great light; 

on those living in the land of deep darkness 

    a light has dawned. 

So, light had come into the world – light to live by – to see things as they 

really were. And Jesus taught truth about God that was timeless – and 

he would do it in parables: 

Psalm 78:2-4 

2 I will open my mouth with a parable; 

    I will utter hidden things, things from of old— 
3 things we have heard and known, 

    things our ancestors have told us. 
4 We will not hide them from their descendants; 

    we will tell the next generation 

the praiseworthy deeds of the Lord, 

    his power, and the wonders he has done. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=isaiah+40%3A3-5&version=NIV#fen-NIV-18424a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=isaiah+40%3A3-5&version=NIV#fen-NIV-18424b
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And he would be good news for those who struggle, those who suffer, 

the poor, the needy, people trapped in the dark – with no hope of light. 

This is what Jesus read out in the temple when he was asked to speak: 

Isaiah 61:1 

61 The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, 

    because the Lord has anointed me 

    to proclaim good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to bind up the broken-hearted, 

    to proclaim freedom for the captives 

    and release from darkness for the prisoners,[a] 

Isn’t that good news! He came to comfort, to heal, to restore and to save 

– Jesus is a different sort of king who is concerned with people like you 

and me.  He is a humble and accessible king: 

Zechariah 9:9 

9 ….. See, your king comes to you, 

    righteous and victorious, 

lowly and riding on a donkey, 

    on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 

And that was exactly how Jesus did come into Jerusalem on Palm 

Sunday to the adulation of the crowd. But it wasn’t long before the tide 

turned. The next prophetic words were definitely not on the agenda of 

any victorious King of the Jews that they were expecting.   

He would be betrayed and handed over to be killed. And how would that 

happen? 

Psalm 41:9 

9 Even my close friend, 

    someone I trusted, 

one who shared my bread, 

    has turned[a] against me. 

This is exactly what happened when Judas betrayed him during their last 

supper together. And what’s more, Zechariah 11:12-13 even describes 

how much Judas got paid for it: 

Zechariah 11:12-13 

12 …So they paid me thirty pieces of silver. 

So, when Jesus was then arrested and questioned – he didn’t justify 

himself – he didn’t need to. He chose not to. As it said in: 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+61%3A1-2&version=NIV#fen-NIV-18845a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+41%3A9&version=NIV#fen-NIV-14552a


6 
 

Isaiah 53:7 

7 He was oppressed and afflicted, 

    yet he did not open his mouth; 

he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, 

    and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, 

    so he did not open his mouth. 

Isaiah even prophesied the physical things that actually happened to 

Jesus hundreds of years later – the things that we read about in the 

Gospels: 

Isaiah 50:6 

6 I offered my back to those who beat me, 

    my cheeks to those who pulled out my beard; 

I did not hide my face 

    from mocking and spitting. 

And it was also prophesied about how he would die:  

Psalm 22:16 

16 Dogs surround me, 

    a pack of villains encircles me; 

    they pierce[a] my hands and my feet. 

And exactly how he would be mocked on the cross: 

Psalm 22:7-8 

7 All who see me mock me; 

    they hurl insults, shaking their heads. 
8 “He trusts in the Lord,” they say, 

    “let the Lord rescue him. 

Let him deliver him, 

    since he delights in him.” 

This is how it happened as we read in the gospel eyewitness accounts. 

Even down to the soldiers dividing up his clothes: 

Psalm 22:18 

18 They divide my clothes among them 

    and cast lots for my garment. 

And Jesus felt completely cut off from God because of the weight of the 

sin of the world on him – sin cuts us off from God – and although Jesus 

never sinned – he chose to bear that weight for us and take the 

consequences. This too was prophesied in Psalm 22 – the words Jesus 

himself used on the cross: 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+22%3A16&version=NIV#fen-NIV-14221a
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1 My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 

    Why are you so far from saving me, 

    so far from my cries of anguish? 

And eventually the soldiers took a spear stabbed Jesus to make sure he 

was dead. At that point one of the soldiers realised who he was, but it 

was too late.  

Zechariah 12:10 

10 “……. They will look on[b] me, the one they have pierced, and they will mourn for 

him as one mourns for an only child, and grieve bitterly for him as one grieves for a 

firstborn son. 

And when they buried him, it was in a rich man’s tomb – as prophesied 

in  

Isaiah 53:9 

9 He was assigned a grave with the wicked, 

    and with the rich in his death, 

though he had done no violence, 

    nor was any deceit in his mouth. 

But he didn’t stay there – he was raised from the dead as in –  

Psalm 16 

10 …..you will not abandon me to the realm of the dead, 

    nor will you let your faithful[b] one see decay. 

Psalm 49: 

15 But God will redeem me from the realm of the dead; 

    he will surely take me to himself. 

And Jesus then ascends to reign forever in heavenly glory: 

As King David said in Psalm 110: 

1 The Lord says to my lord:[a] 

“Sit at my right hand 

    until I make your enemies 

    a footstool for your feet.” 

That’s more like it – the King the Jews were expecting – but they didn’t 

realise the full plan – even though it was there all the way through the 

OT – their scriptures. Jesus is now the victorious king – having defeated 

death itself and everything the world could do to him. 

What does that mean for us – here – right now? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=zechariah+12%3A10&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23056b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+16&version=NIV#fen-NIV-14103b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+110%3A1&version=NIV#fen-NIV-15788a
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The final OT scripture is Isaiah 53:5-6 – and it’s what we need to hear 

and respond to: 

5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, 

    he was crushed for our iniquities; 

the punishment that brought us peace was on him, 

    and by his wounds we are healed. 
6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, 

    each of us has turned to our own way; 

and the Lord has laid on him 

    the iniquity of us all. 

Why don’t we pray right now in response to that? It may be the first time 

you’ve ever prayed like this or it may be a familiar prayer. But it’s 

definitely worth praying – God has revealed himself to us in Jesus – 

what are we going to do about it? 

 

 

 

 


