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GATEWAY CHURCH NORTHUMBERLAND 

Psalm 4 – Joss Bray 

What is God like? 

15.10.17 

We’re carrying on looking at the psalms today – and it’s the turn of 

number 4. 

The psalms are the songbook of the Jewish people. 

All of life experience is there. 

All of God is there too. 

Psalms 1-3  

1.The importance of following God and blessings if you do – but not 

good if you don’t. 

2. Man’s rebellion against God and His answer – His Son Jesus – 

worship the Son and take refuge in him – and for those who don’t – 

again – it’s not so good. 

3. What happens if you do trust in God and take refuge in him – even 

though you are opposed and attacked by many - God delivers – we do 

not need to fear anything.  

So, let’s read Psalm 4 together: 

Psalm 4 

For the director of music. With stringed instruments. A psalm of David. 

1 Answer me when I call to you, 

    my righteous God. 

Give me relief from my distress; 

    have mercy on me and hear my prayer. 

2 How long will you people turn my glory into shame? 

    How long will you love delusions and seek false gods? 
3 Know that the Lord has set apart his faithful servant for himself; 

    the Lord hears when I call to him. 

4 In your anger do not sin; 

    when you are on your beds, 

    search your hearts and be silent. 
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5 Offer the sacrifices of the righteous 

    and trust in the Lord. 

6 Many, Lord, are asking, “Who will bring us prosperity?” 

    Let the light of your face shine on us. 
7 Fill my heart with joy 

    when their grain and new wine abound. 

8 In peace I will lie down and sleep, 

    for you alone, Lord, 

    make me dwell in safety. 

 

So, in this Psalm we get to see more of what God is like. 

We also see more of how he relates to us and us to him. 

People may assume they know what is God like. 

There may be faulty views for many reasons – media, people, religions, 

experiences etc. 

So, what can we see here? Vital things to know about God and us.  

This is another psalm attributed to David – a man who had many ups 

and downs with God – but after his own heart. 

Straight off we see –  

The need that man has - to hear from God – and the need for answers. 

The expectation that God will hear and answer – even though he is God 

– we can talk with him. 

What does righteous mean – he does everything right – he doesn’t get it 

wrong. 

There is an expectation that he will be interested in our problems and 

hear us. 

The recognition that we need mercy – why do we need this? 

Romans 3 

23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God 

Who hasn’t sinned – Jesus had two favourite commandments – broken 

all the time:  
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Matthew 22 

37 …. “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 

and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 
39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ 

Then we hear David lamenting what is happening in the society around 

him. 

“Turn my glory into shame” could be translated “dishonour my glorious 

one” – we get the picture.  

Is the world like this now – seeking after delusions and false Gods? 

Are we like David – not wanting to put up with it and crying out to him? 

Are we like David – knowing that we are God’s people and he will hear 

us? 

And what is our response to godlessness in the world – even though we 

may be angry – do not sin!  

We need to look at ourselves first – well before we comment on other 

people.  

Remember what Jesus said to people condemning other people –  

John 8:7 

 “Let any one of you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone...” 

Better to be silent than to condemn. 

What are the right sacrifices then? 

Jesus quoted Hosea 6 when he said in Matthew 9: 

13 …. ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’[a] For I have not come to call the 

righteous, but sinners.” 

He was responding to the Pharisees criticising him for spending time 

with “sinners”.  

Sinners need mercy – not condemnation – we all do. 

Sinners need forgiveness. 

Only God can provide the ultimate mercy and forgiveness but we need 

to demonstrate that as his own people.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+8:7&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+9:12-14&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23393a
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We trust God to ultimately deal with people – it is not for ourselves to 

judge. 

But there are people who seem to be searching for good – for truth – but 

often in the wrong place – or even not expecting to find any. 

What is our response? – we need to reflect the light of God – he is light.  

What happens then? We get filled with more joy than any amount of 

material things can bring. 

Are you looking for joy? – “a feeling of great pleasure and happiness” 

there’s more joy in God than any possessions – or anything else in the 

world. 

Finally – do you want rest and security?  

God is able and willing to provide all that. 

Remember Psalm 23: 

1 The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing. 
2     He makes me lie down in green pastures, 

he leads me beside quiet waters, 
3     he refreshes my soul. 

He alone is able – nothing and no one else gives that eternal 

confidence. 

So, this is what our God is like: 

Always listens to us 

Always does the right thing 

Helps us when we are in trouble 

Merciful to sinners 

Knows who are his 

Totally trustworthy 

Giver of light and joy 

The source of peace and security 

So – that is a snapshot – a small part of who God is seen in this psalm. 

And there’s more we can know – because God loved the world so much 

that he actually sent his Son to us! 
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In Hebrews 1:3 it says this: 

The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of 

his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had 

provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the 

Majesty in heaven. 

In John14:9 Jesus said 

 Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.  

All of God’s attributes are in Jesus. 

He showed us the ultimate mercy by paying the price for that rebellion 

and sin we saw that man is so good at.  

He provided “purification for sins” - he set things straight.  

The price was himself – willing to be a sacrifice for us. 

And now he is ruling in heaven – our Lord and God  - and the one who 

saves us. 

That’s what our God is like.  

So – what is our response then? 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+1:3&version=NIV

