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The power of the love of God – Joss Bray 

We have been looking at encountering the power of God this year. 

Sometimes we think of God’s power as something that happens 

miraculously, a healing, a restoration of relationship, an amazing 

financial provision, and so on. Something out of the ordinary - something 

that is an event – something that “really” demonstrates the power of 

God. 

These things are all excellent and we should be expecting breakthrough 

and for God to be working in all these areas and more. 

However, there is an aspect of God’s power which I think we sometimes 

either take for granted, or we don’t recognise for what it is – or we even 

don’t really grasp the meaning of. 

That is the power of God’s love for us. 

We need to know this – we need to live in it – then we will be able to live 

as He wants us to – in the fullness of life that he promised. 

Listen to what some of the people who wrote the Psalms said about 

God’s love. Remember that these were Hebrews who were living long 

before Jesus was born. They had clearly experienced the love of God: 

Psalm 36:7 

How priceless is your unfailing love, O God!  

Psalm 42:8 

By day the Lord directs his love, at night his song is with me 

Psalm 51:1 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great 

compassion blot out my transgressions. 

Psalm 52:8 

But I am like an olive tree flourishing in the house of God; I trust in God’s unfailing 

love for ever and ever. 

Psalm 69:13 

But I pray to you, Lord, in the time of your favour; in your great love, O God, answer 

me with your sure salvation. 
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Psalm 98:3 

He has remembered his love and his faithfulness to Israel; all the ends of the earth 

have seen the salvation of our God. 

Psalm 136:2 

Give thanks to the God of gods. His love endures forever. 

Psalm 136:26 

Give thanks to the God of heaven. His love endures forever. 

Wow – these songs of praise from thousands of years ago, are full of 

themes that we recognise right now: 

Love that leads to salvation 

A love that is about mercy and forgiveness 

Love that is faithful and last for ever 

Love that is characterised by the favour of God 

Love that produces flourishing and growth 

A love that is beyond measuring  

A love that is present day and night. 

Israel had seen God at work – His mighty acts – his forgiveness and 

restoration - but there was more – and that more was Jesus -  

John 3: 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 

believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  

1 John 3: 

16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. 

1 John 3: 

3 See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called 

children of God! And that is what we are!  

Here are some huge statements about God’s relationship with us. It was 

his idea to send his Son - because of his great love. And this love is so 

lavish – it’s not grudging or just about enough to get us saved! This love 

is so effective that we become children of God when we accept it. 

This love for us is so big that Paul says in Ephesians 3: 
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17 …. I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may have power, 

together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and 

deep is the love of Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that 

you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. 

In fact, it is so big, that we can’t understand it – it surpasses knowledge 

itself. 

So, once we are rooted and established in love – there is so much more. 

Being saved and knowing the forgiveness of God is just the start! 

If you are a child of God – if you have responded to the love he showed 

you by sending his Son Jesus to die for you – then now is the time to 

start grasping how wide and long and high and deep is that love.  

This is the time to be filled with the fullness of God that is his love. 

If you haven’t responded – if you haven’t come to God and asked for 

forgiveness and turned to him (which the bible calls repentance) – now 

is the time to do it. What’s stopping you believing in Jesus and that God 

raised him from the dead? What’s stopping you making Jesus Lord of 

your life and following him?  

Do it now! 

So, once we do that, what difference should that powerful, lavish, life 

giving and eternal love make in our lives? 

For a start – we need to really know we have it.  

Remember – it is poured out by God himself onto us as a free gift that 

cost him everything. Do we think so little of that sacrifice for us that we 

can ever say God doesn’t love us – can we ever say that, in any 

circumstances? 

Listen to what Paul says in Romans 8: 

38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither 

the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything 

else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ 

Jesus our Lord. 

Paul knew a thing or two about troubles and hardships and torture and 

imprisonment. He was in no doubt that nothing can separate us from the 

love of God. 

So, for me, a helpful picture recently has been from an old advert! Do 

you remember Ready Brek and the kids that glowed after breakfast – as 
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a result of course of eating the aforementioned cereal? The had a sort of 

luminescent coating around them. 

In my simple mind – this is a bit like the love of God. It is there all over 

me. It can’t be peeled off. It gives strength and energy and warmth. It’s 

like a protective coat of love that will never come off – whatever life 

throws at it. Remember no one and nothing can separate us from the 

love of God. And that includes us! It’s sticky and tenacious. It won’t go 

away whatever happens. 

Of course, that is a very limited view of His love which is beyond 

knowledge and understanding – but it’s a sort of modern parable. 

This is the promise of God to love us – backed up by sacrifice of his Son 

and sealed with his Holy Spirit who lives in us. It is irrevocable. 

So – at times when we can’t feel His love – it’s still there. At times when 

we are in the spiritual battle and assaulted from all directions – it’s still 

there. At times when we are so low that we can’t see a way forward – 

His love is still there.  

Therefore, we can say that God loves us whatever we think, whatever 

we feel, whatever anyone says about us or whatever anyone does to us.  

He is always with us – we may be, like Paul was in 2 Corinthians 4: 

8 ……hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; 
9 persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. 

That is because he knew that he power of the love of God would never 

leave him. 

This is the promise of God – once a child of God – always a child of God 

– dearly loved by him.  

So, what is the outworking of this love?  

For ourselves, we can know that God is working lovingly in our lives. We 

are never promised that we will have no troubles - the Hebrews knew it 

too – listen to Psalm 71: 

 19 Your righteousness, God, reaches to the heavens, 

    you who have done great things. 

    Who is like you, God? 
20 Though you have made me see troubles, 

    many and bitter, 

    you will restore my life again; 
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from the depths of the earth 

    you will again bring me up. 
21 You will increase my honour 

    and comfort me once more. 

What a statement - whatever happens, we can expect restoration, we 

can expect to be lifted up again, to have honour, and comfort in God! 

And that’s an eternal destiny for us – it’s not just or even for, our short 

time on this earth – that’s what our life will be for ever.  

This is what it means to be loved by God. 

And that’s great for us – but how does that mean we relate to other 

people? 

Listen to what it says in Ephesians 5: 

1 Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children 2 and walk in the way of 

love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and 

sacrifice to God. 

So, hopefully, we have now begun to grasp that we are dearly loved 

children – but now God calls us to do what he did. That is walk in the 

way of love. Our lives should now express that same love that God has 

poured out for us – that same love that we can express to others.  

2 Corinthians 5 tells us that: 

14 …Christ’s love compels us,” 

It starts with him. If we try this in our own strength, we will run out of love 

and get worn out. We must be continually receiving from God otherwise, 

sooner or later, we will crash. We need to be sustained by Him.  

Now, we may not always consciously realise this as we go about our day 

to day lives. But if we do get weary and heavy laden – then that’s the 

time to reflect and think – am I living in the realisation that God loves me 

unconditionally and fully and lavishly. Am I remembering that He said he 

would meet our needs. Jesus said in Luke 12:  

28 If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today, and tomorrow 

is thrown into the fire, how much more will he clothe you—you of little faith! 29 And do 

not set your heart on what you will eat or drink; do not worry about it. 30 For the 

pagan world runs after all such things, and your Father knows that you need them. 

Remember – this is our heavenly Father who loves us beyond anything 

we can measure. 
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So - are you looking for more of the power of God in your life? Are you 

looking to follow Jesus better, to show Him to a needy and lost world? 

Then grasp how long and wide and high and deep is His love for you.  

Live in this love – understand that you are surrounded by it - and know 

that nothing can separate you from it. 

Then nothing can stop you. 

2 Corinthians 13: 

14 May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

(Ready Brek advert - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i1KUoS3mmvM) 


