
1 
 

GATEWAY CHURCH NORTHUMBERLAND   

2.4.17 

The devil and the Power of God – Joss Bray 

This talk is towards the end of our theme of encountering the power of 

God. But there is another power we need to talk about to make sure we 

equip ourselves as Christians.  

It’s about the devil, or the enemy as the bible often puts it, and the 

dominion of darkness and demons. 

Now this is not meant to be scary or anxiety inducing. It’s just that we do 

need to have an understanding of what is going on around us in the 

spiritual realms. We are in battle – so in Ephesians 6:12 we read: 

For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 

authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of 

evil in the heavenly realms. 

It’s a battle – a struggle - there is no doubt about it. Do any of us feel like 

that at the moment? – I’m absolutely sure we do! And this battle is not 

actually about that person who is nasty or difficult, or the company or 

organisation we work for, it’s not about unemployment, sickness, money 

problems broken relationships or depression. It’s not even about 

particular politicians! 

What it is about, is that we live in a fallen world that has been corrupted, 

and we are confronted by an enemy who will do whatever it takes to first 

of all try and prevent people being drawn to God and giving their lives to 

Jesus. He says in Luke 8:12 in the parable of the scattered seeds - 

Those along the path are the ones who hear, and then the devil comes and takes 

away the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved. 

The devil does not want people to be saved.  

And secondly, he will seek to bring Christians down and stop us from 

living in the freedom and joy that is ours in Christ. 

The devil wants to bring down the church in any way he can – that’s you 

and me and all our brothers and sisters around the world. He is not fair, 

he does not stop and you cannot reason with him. If you know the 

Terminator films – he is the archetypal terminator – he will seek to 

destroy anyone who wants to live for God.  
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1 Peter 5:8 says this - 

Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion 

looking for someone to devour. 

This battle is going on all the time – and is all around us – and it will 

continue until Jesus comes back for the church.  

Now, at this point it is really important to make some things clear –  

We must not overemphasise the devil and his works. The bible doesn’t 

go overboard and focus on him – it focusses on God. But we must 

realise what is going on. 

So, when Paul says in Ephesians 6:11- 

Put on the full armour of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s 

schemes. 

We can see that the devil has schemes and plans – specific ones. 

And in 2 Corinthians 2:10 Paul writes again - 

11 ……. For we are not unaware of his schemes. 

So - be aware but do not focus on the devil. Don’t get obsessed by the 

enemy. 

It is vital to remember that God wins – or rather he has won, through 

Jesus overcoming death on the cross and rising again. It says so in 1 

John 3:8 - 

…. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work. 

And there is a final reckoning where in Matthew 25:41 Jesus returns for 

the last judgement - 

“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the 

eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 

There is no doubt about the final outcome – eternal fire for the devil and 

his angels. We must understand that whatever happens now, God 

allows it – even though that is hard to understand or bear. The devil 

corrupted the world, Jesus came to set it right – and God did not spare 

even his own Son to restore the world – even though that was so costly. 

God even allowed the devil to tempt Jesus himself for 40 days and 

nights in the wilderness – even before the agonies of the cross. 
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God entered into the pain of the world – into our pain and battles– to 

rescue us for eternal life – to be forever with him in a place where there 

is no more pain or suffering.  

So, those are really important things to remember – we are in a battle – 

all the time, the devil will seek to bring us down, and most importantly 

God wins. It isn’t like in the Lord of the Rings where good and evil are 

finely balanced and it may go either way. The devil is a created being – 

created by almighty God – and the difference in power is massive.  

So – let’s just have a look at who is the devil and what are demons? 

The devil is an angel who fell from heaven – in Isaiah14 it talks about 

what happened -  

12 How you have fallen from heaven, 

    morning star, son of the dawn! 

You have been cast down to the earth, 

    you who once laid low the nations! 
13 You said in your heart, 

  “I will ascend to the heavens; 

I will raise my throne 

    above the stars of God; 

You can also read about it in Ezekiel 28. This angel wanted power and 

authority but was cast out of heaven to the earth where he is battling 

against God now and seeking to extend his dominion of darkness. He 

was a great angel – the morning star, the son of the dawn. So he 

became Lucifer – literally the one who carries light.  

Demons likewise are also fallen angels who follow Lucifer and do his 

will. 

So what is he like and what does he do? -  

Jesus said this of him in John 8:44- 

… He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no 

truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the 

father of lies. 

And in Acts 13:9 we read that in a confrontation with the magician 

Elymas, this happened -  

Then Saul, who was also called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked straight at 

Elymas and said, “You are a child of the devil and an enemy of everything that is 

right! You are full of all kinds of deceit and trickery. Will you never stop perverting the 

right ways of the Lord? 
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And again Paul writes in 2 Timothy 2:25-26 

25 Opponents must be gently instructed, in the hope that God will grant them 

repentance leading them to a knowledge of the truth, 26 and that they will come to 

their senses and escape from the trap of the devil, who has taken them captive to do 

his will. 

So, in summary – the devil will seek to destroy life, always lie and 

promote lying. He is an enemy of all that is right and deceives and tricks 

and perverts good things. 

He is not pleasant to say the least – he is not like some popular concept 

of a cheeky chappie who likes mischief. Not at all! He kills and destroys 

and is evil through and through. There is nothing good in him.  

However, because of his origin, he can appear very different. 2 

Corinthians 11:14 states -  

…..Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light. 

Satan is another name for the devil. He can counterfeit good things and 

be clever at it. The warning in this letter to the Corinthians is - Do not get 

taken in by things which appear to be Godly and right – but actually have 

no foundation in the truth of God’s word and are not what Jesus taught 

and demonstrated. The church can be taken in like this. We must be on 

our guard.  

One thing to note though is that we should not slander celestial beings. 

The devil was an angel and made by God after all – in Jude 1 it says in a 

slightly mysterious way -  

9 But even the archangel Michael, when he was disputing with the devil about the 

body of Moses, did not himself dare to condemn him for slander but said, “The Lord 

rebuke you!” 

The battle is God’s and we are called to resist sin and the devil as in 

James 4:7 -  

Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 

We don’t need to harangue the devil, stamp on his head, blow trumpets 

– or whatever else people have got drawn into in the name of “spiritual 

warfare”. 

First – submit to God – then resist the devil – resist not fight - and he will 

flee. It’s as simple as that in a sense. So that means I need to be sure 

that Jesus is Lord and I have given my life to him and I seek to follow 
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him. Then I am submitted to God – and I can resist the devil – who has 

no hold at all over me. That is spiritual warfare. 

Remember the armour of God in Ephesians 6 – make sure it’s on! Then 

you can stand – and keep standing. 

Spiritual warfare is advancing the kingdom of God through obedience to 

God. It’s standing firm and also being a witness to Jesus, it’s preaching 

the gospel, doing good works and demonstrating the fruits of the Spirit 

and using the gifts of the Spirit.   

Now – what about demon possession and oppression? People certainly 

had demons in them in the bible and this resulted in all sorts of 

behaviour and suffering.  

There was no doubt that Jesus and his disciples cast out demons from 

people. People were enslaved by the devil. Now there is debate about 

what was actually going on with them – was it mental illness, was it 

epilepsy – and so on.  

When I read the accounts – it seems clear that demons were in people 

and then they came out. I am sure that this does not mean that all 

mental or physical illness is caused by being demon possessed. But 

sometimes demon possession can appear to cause extreme symptoms. 

As an ex psychiatrist and a doctor as well as a Christian – I am blessed 

to have a somewhat informed view – I hope! We must not give the 

impression that all illness is due to demon possession – the bible does 

not teach that.  

But if someone is possessed in this way and demons are cast out of 

them then is vital that they are replaced with the Holy Spirit! Jesus 

taught this in Luke 11 v24 -  

“When an impure spirit comes out of a person, it goes through arid places seeking 

rest and does not find it. Then it says, ‘I will return to the house I left.’ When it 

arrives, it finds the house swept clean and put in order. Then it goes and takes seven 

other spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in and live there. And the final 

condition of that person is worse than the first.” 

If someone becomes a Christian – it is really important to get rid of 

demonic influences from the past and start again. When we become 

Christians, the Holy Spirit comes to live in us – we are His possession 

then. In 2 Corinthians 1:21 it makes this clear -  
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Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. He anointed us, set 

his seal of ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, 

guaranteeing what is to come. 

So therefore, Christians cannot be possessed by the devil or demons – 

by definition, it is God who owns us. An evil spirit cannot live in a person 

alongside the Holy Spirit – it just can’t happen.  

However, as we have been exploring, Christians can be affected by – or 

oppressed by the devil. And this is what we see in 2 Corinthians 4:8 

We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; 9 

persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. 

That’s the enemy doing all that. We may under pressure, perplexed as 

to what is going on, persecuted and ridiculed, laid low physically or 

mentally – but we will not be crushed, we will not despair, we are not 

abandoned and we will not be destroyed. 

That’s really good news isn’t it! And it’s all to do with the power of God 

working in us and his love surrounding us so tightly that it can’t be taken 

away.  

But there are roots of influences and ways in that the devil will use - and 

it’s not just the obvious ones like being involved in or influenced by the 

occult. We sometimes think that this is the only way that people get into 

trouble with the wrong spirits – and we should certainly warn friends and 

colleagues not to get involved in tarot cards, ouija boards, séances 

mediums spiritualism and so on.  

In the church, in particular we need to be aware of not being involved in 

things which appear good but aren’t -  Colossians 2:18 says - 

Do not let anyone who delights in false humility and the worship of angels disqualify 

you. Such a person also goes into great detail about what they have seen; they are 

puffed up with idle notions by their unspiritual mind. They have lost connection with 

the head, from whom the whole body, supported and held together by its ligaments 

and sinews, grows as God causes it to grow. 

We always need to focus on Jesus – our head – not the peripheral 

things that seem spiritual but are a distraction at best and a 

disqualification at worst. 

But there are more common and closer issues we have to be careful 

about – Paul wrote to the Ephesians in 4:26 
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“In your anger, do not sin”: Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, and 

do not give the devil a foothold. 

So, watch out for things that gives the devil a way in to influence you – 

anger and unforgiveness can be big issues in this area.  

When God draws more people in to the church – and he will – we need 

to be prepared to help those who have particular problems related to the 

things we have been talking about. This is exactly where God wants 

them to be to set them free and then for them to become disciples of 

Jesus. 

First of all – remember God is greater – much greater than the enemy – 

we resit the devil – he flees.  

Secondly – love for the person is of the utmost importance. Jesus was 

full of love and compassion for people who were suffering. 

Thirdly - pray in the name of Jesus – his name is above all other name 

and full of power. Let’s not be surprised at unusual reactions – there 

were plenty in the bible. This is a battle after all and stakes are high and 

there is genuine fight for people’s souls going on. But we know who 

wins. 

In summary - be prepared but not preoccupied. And remember, we are 

stronger together as church – we are not lone rangers. Jesus sent his 

disciples out in pairs for very good reasons – let’s not do things on our 

own but together – building each other up and supporting each other – 

as God is building his church. 

So, there is no need to fear anything – even death – that’s from the 

devil, who is all about death.  

But Jesus is all about life. Let’s live in that freedom that Christ brings and 

let’s live in the sure and certain hope of being with him forever in a place 

where the enemy can never go.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


