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GATEWAY CHURCH NORTHUMBERLAND   

20.3.16 

The church in the world – Joss Bray 

This is the last in the current series on the church. 

All the talks will be going up on the website shortly.  

So today I am going to talk about the church in the world. 

We know that when we talk about the church – that means us – and all 

the other Christians, all over the world. And we are all facing challenges 

as we live in the world and interact with it. 

Here are some issues to think about 

• How do we respond to people with different views about God? 

• Where should we go or not go as Christians? 

• Who should we be associating with? 

• How should we treat people? 

• What about politics and politicians? 

• What about the laws of the land? 

• And what is the church’s mission in the world? 

And these are only a few of the issues that face us as church! 

The fact is that whether we like it or not, or whether we are prepared or 

not – these are things that we are likely to come up against in our lives. 

What can we do then to prepare ourselves? 

• We need to look in the bible at God’s plan for the world and for us.  

• We need to see what Jesus actually did and said. 

• We need to ask for wisdom and strength in every situation. 

So let’s do a quick overview of those this afternoon to help equip us. 

God’s plan for the world and for us 

God has a plan – this is hopefully not news to us – but it is to many 

people. We know that he created everything and that initially – he saw 

that it was good. He gave us free will to choose what to do. This was 

good too. Very sadly, man chose to do the one thing that God had told 

him not to do and that started everything that we see now. Sin was born. 
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At its core, sin is disobeying God. It is living and thinking in ways that 

dishonour him. Sin is “dissing” God – in current language. It’s about not 

respecting him for who he is. It’s about going our own way – not his.  

God has designed us and he was kind enough to give us instructions – 

not arbitrary ones that mean we can’t enjoy anything. But he did it for 

precisely the opposite reason. He wants us to have life and he wants us 

to live life to the full. His way is the way – the only way - to do this. 

Ignore God, go against him, and we will never have peace or the real 

lasting joy and assurance of eternal life.  

God saw the way the world went and gave mankind many opportunities 

to follow and worship him again. The Jewish people had an amazing 

walk with God over hundreds and thousands of years. Sadly, again, they 

kept wandering off into sin. Something more was needed. God sent 

Jesus – his son – who actually was the way, the truth and the life, to 

show the world his plan for reconciling us to him. God loved the world 

that much.  

He didn’t look down and hate the world – he loved it so much that he 

couldn’t let it go – he couldn’t let us go. So he sent his son to both show 

us that love and to do what was necessary to pay for all that sin. Jesus 

was the bridge across that huge distance between a sinful world and a 

holy God. 

And we know that God will eventually reconcile all things to himself 

again – there will be a new heaven and a new earth. Those who trust 

him and put their faith in Jesus will live with him forever in the amazing 

fulfilment of all that is good and right and holy and perfect. 

So God’s plan is reconciliation – it’s a joining together of what is apart. 

That is what he is doing right now and he is calling us to be part of it.   

So what about Jesus – what did he do? 

He did very many things! He loved people. He welcomed people to him. 

He cared for people. Now – these weren’t just “nice people” who he 

could make into a nice stable leadership team and then develop a solid 

team of supporters. No - not at all. He started with a bunch of ordinary 

fishermen, violent nationalists, a traitor, a tax collector a doubter. They 

all had their faults and they all failed many times.  

However, Jesus brought them together. In starting the church, he 

reconciled people who may well have been natural enemies in worldly 
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terms and transformed them into disciples. They certainly weren’t people 

who moved in the same social circles or who had the same political or 

social views. They still had their own characters and still got things 

wrong – but they followed him and he loved them. This is what 

transformed them. 

He sometimes had to be firm with them – he rebuked them, he taught 

them, he was patient, he forgave, he even let Judas betray him. The way 

Jesus led is absolutely fascinating and I can’t do anything near justice to 

it here – but read the gospels and see how he did it. He leads from the 

front – not driving from behind. He recognises the needs of his followers. 

He encourages them to step out in faith. He serves them. He teaches 

them. He builds them up and doesn’t tear them down. He instructs and 

sends them. He equips them. He shows them how to live and do things. 

He is very much with them. 

That is an amazing leader! And that is who we follow. 

But how did Jesus interact with the world?  

Did he avoid those who weren’t nice and respectable people? Not at all 

– in fact, he seemed to spend a lot of time in people’s houses, eating 

and drinking with them – people who were seen as “sinners” by the 

establishment and polite society. He liked going to weddings – if ever 

there was a place where all sorts can gather that is it! He even oiled the 

wheels of one of them by providing large amounts of excellent wine. He 

wasn’t afraid of crowds – and being in the middle of them. 

You get the impression that he enjoyed life and being with people and 

wanted others to as well. That is our God – he wants us to enjoy life! But 

whilst doing this, Jesus never sinned. He was amongst people all the 

time that had a tendency to sin – but he never did. He was full of 

something that totally overcame sin – that was the Holy Spirit.  

There were times when he was very clear to people about sin. But he 

did it in different ways. He did not condemn the woman caught in 

adultery – he actually said that to her. Then told her to go and not to sin 

any more. There were many times he could have condemned people – 

but he didn’t.  

But – his most serious rebukes were for the Pharisees – the church 

leaders of the day.  And also for others who were doing things in the 

name of God but who were actually hypocrites. They were using people 

to have power over them or make money out of them. 
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Jesus was not afraid to speak out about these abuses that were carried 

in the name of God – because that’s what they were - abuse. People 

were abused and God’s name was dishonoured.  Jesus was very cross 

about that and he made it clear when he called them vipers and snakes 

and when he overturned the trading tables in the temple. There was no 

Jesus meek and mild there! He was outraged at this corruption at the 

heart of what was supposed to be worship and obedience to God his 

father. 

His father was being dishonoured by those who should have known so 

much better. Hypocrisy, in Jesus’s book, is a very bad thing. It makes 

you think doesn’t it?  

This is what Wikipedia says: 

Hypocrisy is the contrivance of a false appearance of virtue or goodness, while 

concealing real character or inclinations, esp. with respect to religious and moral 

beliefs; hence in general sense, dissimulation, pretence, sham. It is the practice of 

engaging in the same behaviour or activity for which one criticizes another. 

Let’s not fall into that trap – but when we do – as we all do – let’s see it 

for what it is and repent as fast as possible! 

So how can we be empowered to live as Jesus did? 

The same Holy Spirit that filled Jesus can fill us. He said that we can do 

the same things and greater things than he did! Let’s keep asking God 

for more of His Spirit. It’s not that He is not willing or able, it’s that we 

don’t receive what he has promised. If we are struggling – remember to 

ask for more! Lord please fill me again with your spirit! 

The bible says we may be in this world, but we are not of it. That means 

that we are different. That means that we are not governed by the 

spiritual forces of darkness that patrol this world and influence so many. 

It means we are not going to play into the hands of the enemy  

The wisdom and the power that we need is what Jesus demonstrated. 

He did not condemn ordinary people who sinned – he loved them and he 

forgave them and gently told them not to sin again. That’s then what we 

should do. Although it is up to God to forgive people their sins – we 

should forgive anyone who sins against us. That doesn’t mean ignoring 

sin or saying it doesn’t matter – it does matter - a lot. It separates people 

from God. It causes problems. It corrupts. It brings death.  
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But we need to get in there – amongst people. We are not here to judge 

people who don’t know God. We are here to love them and show them 

Jesus. We are here to offer hope and forgiveness.  

So – when we are faced with opposition, hostility, blatant sinfulness and 

blasphemy even – remember – it’s not about us. It’s not up to us to 

defend ourselves or God with the same weapons the world uses. In 2 

Corinthians 10, Paul says this: 

3For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. The 

weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have 

divine power to demolish strongholds. 

The bible tells us that the light overcomes darkness. Where there is light, 

darkness retreats. It is so tempting sometimes isn’t it to retaliate – 

especially on social media, or just in talking to people. We can so easily 

get drawn into personal attacks and comments.  

We must not do that! That is the way the world fights and it is not what 

we should do. Jesus came to reconcile the world to the Father – not 

alienate it and push it further away. Of course, we need to speak the 

truth to people. We need to be clear about what the bible says and what 

Jesus taught. But just as he did, we should do it from the basis of love. 

We are the church – and the eyes of the world are on us – whether we 

know it or not. It is really difficult at times not to respond in kind when 

attacked. But a gentle word really can turn away wrath. And even if it 

doesn’t – how many times should we forgive? As many as it takes.  

We will be attacked by the world – and this will get worse. Laws are 

being passed which seem contrary to God’s plan and will – this will also 

get worse. National leaders come into power and do not lead as God 

would want them to – this too will get worse. 

But let’s not forget to pray for those in authority – we are explicitly told to 

do that. Leading nations and governments is not easy but God does 

want nations to be lead – he does not want chaos. People will make 

mistakes. Let’s not condemn but gently and firmly point out a better way.  

We are in the midst of all this aren’t we - but we are not of it. So in view 

of that, let’s act differently. Remember we are salt and light – flavouring 

society, preserving the good, illuminating the darkness. We need to be 

fully in society to make the difference. If we don’t do these things by 

entering dark and unsavoury places – where is the hope for the world?  
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This is the role of the Church and it is also to make disciples. Disciples 

are people like us who are by no means perfect – but who have heard 

the call of God and who have put their trust in Jesus and who follow him.  

Let’s be reconcilers – that is God’s plan remember – to reconcile the 

world to him. To finish what he started. To make all things new. To have 

a people who worship him and love Jesus and who are so filled by the 

Holy Spirit.  

Let’s pray now and listen to these scriptures and let God speak to you 

through them - 

In John 17, Jesus is praying to his Father for his disciples: 

“I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that 

they may have the full measure of my joy within them. I have given them your word 

and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the 

world. My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them 

from the evil one. They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. Sanctify them by 

the truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the 

world. 

Paul sums it up in 2 Corinthians 5: 

16So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once 

regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the 

new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! All this is from God, who 

reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that 

God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against 

them. 

And in John 3:17 it says this: 

For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the 

world through him. 

 


