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Bringing Kingdom values into the world – Joss Bray 

22.1.17 

Today I was going to talk about another aspect of encountering the 

power of God. 

However – I’ve changed my mind – or rather God changed it. I’m going 

to talk about our response to major world events.  

In particular – the I’m going to talk about the issues thrown up by the 

Brexit vote and Donald Trump becoming president of the USA. 

Dangerous ground I hear you thinking! 

Well – we need to know what to bring to debates like this – and we need 

to make something clear from the beginning. 

Do you remember the prophetic picture that Maureen had last week for 

us? It was about a great large ice shelf - maybe in the Antarctic - and a 

large crack appearing and a big piece falling off.  

It was a picture about how God wants his church to be separate and be 

seen to be separate from the world – how it was important to be itself 

and not just seen as the same as everything else in the world – it needs 

to be different. 

The church – that’s us and all the Christians in the world – should be 

different. We need to bring Kingdom of God values into these major 

debates. Why else did Jesus tell us to pray to our heavenly Father “let 

your kingdom come”? 

If we are not different and demonstrating Kingdom values – then we are 

not being obedient to God and his calling on our lives. Then, we are just 

like the world. 

So, what do we see and feel when we look at people’s comments in the 

social media, at marches, in interviews, in articles on the TV, in 

newspapers and just in the conversations we have around us? 

There seems to be a real flavour of judgement, condemnation, attack 

and even hate. I’m not talking about these things in relation to policies or 

behaviour – but in relation to attacks on the individuals themselves. 



2 
 

It’s very easy to get into – I do it myself – I’m sure most of us do to some 

degree. It’s easier to think of person X as good and doing the right things 

and person Y as being bad and doing the wrong things. I think it is in our 

nature to characterise people in extreme ways – unless we know them 

well. It’s certainly easier to do it from afar. 

But is this judgement, condemnation, attack and hate towards some 

people, kingdom values? Are these attitudes going along with the world 

or are they demonstrating the Kingdom of God? How do we know?  

Well, the best thing to do in these situations is to look at Jesus. After all, 

if we are Christians - then we follow Jesus Christ– he is our Lord and 

Saviour. We rely on him for our very life. 

We’ve all seen the “what would Jesus do” wristbands – not so popular 

now – but they used to be. So, let’s ask – what DID Jesus do? 

Jesus was born and brought up in a country that was occupied and 

governed by a foreign empire that had invaded and stayed. They came, 

they saw, they conquered. There were Roman boots on the ground – 

lots of them. There were Roman governors, Roman laws, Roman taxes, 

Roman executions and a Roman Emperor who not only behaved like a 

god but actually believed he was one. 

Roman soldiers kept law and order – and probably anything else they 

wanted. They could force you to carry their kit for them for example. 

They were brutal and well trained. They were good at killing people who 

disagreed with the Empire. Jewish rebellions came and went and were 

dealt with cruelly and their leaders often crucified. 

So, Jesus was immersed in this situation. He knew all about living in an 

occupied land and he knew all about the Emperor and his claims to be a 

god.  

So, what did he do about it? There were many people – including some 

disciples, who wanted him to lead a rebellion and restore the kingdom of 

Israel. They wanted him to stand up against the Romans and overthrow 

them – after all, if he was the Son of God, the Messiah, then that 

should’nt be too tricky. 

What he actually did was none of this. In Matt 22 he advised people to 

pay their Roman taxes  - “give back to Caesar the things that are 

Caesars” he said. Tax collectors working for the Romans and Roman 

soldiers themselves came to believe in Jesus.  
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What did he do then – did he tell them not to be tax collectors or soldiers 

for a bad and illegitimate head of state, no he didn’t – he encouraged 

their faith. John the Baptist had the same values – he basically told them 

to do their jobs honestly and well – see Luke 3.  

God is interested in nations – he is interested in government, in 

authority, rulers and kings. He instigated these principles as the way in 

which people would live together. The government of a nation should 

provide protection for their citizens, food, water and shelter, care for the 

poor and needy and sick, and welcome for the refugees. That was the 

model in Israel in Old Testament times. 

But of course, it is very true that national leaders sin by going their own 

way instead of God’s way – and this corrupts the system. We can all 

think of examples in history, and now, where this is blatantly the case.    

You see, it wasn’t that Jesus wanted to avoid unpleasantness for himself 

by not opposing the Romans. He didn’t want to avoid dying. In fact, in 

the end, he didn’t avoid torture and crucifixion – although he could have 

walked away at any time. 

The point is – he wanted to die for the right reasons – not for the things 

that appeared to be the most important to the world. He died to take the 

punishment for sin – the sin of all of us – the sin of the world. He died for 

us his brothers and sisters.  

On this earth, Jesus was a friend of sinners, standing up for the outcast, 

the poor and the sick. He brought healing and love into people’s lives - 

the power of which led many to repentance and to follow him – despite 

huge cost. He didn’t condemn the Romans – although many did. 

But he did have severe words for some people. These were the religious 

leaders – the people who claimed they represented God – his Father – 

but who were judgemental, hard and unforgiving. People who didn’t 

recognise sin in their own lives, but were eager to point it out in others. 

These were people who were divisive and stirred up hatred – all in the 

name of a God they didn’t really know. 

Remember Jesus’s favourite commandments – in Matthew 22: 

37 ….“‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 

your mind.’[c] 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like 

it: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’[d] 40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these 

two commandments.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+22&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23910c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+22&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23912d
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Back in the present - do we get even close to obeying these fully? Do we 

love God with everything we are?  

What about our neighbour? If we look at the parable of the Good 

Samaritan in Luke 10v29 onwards, it seems that our neighbour is 

anyone that we come across on the road of our life – and every sort of 

person – even though we may fear or distrust them – as the Jews did 

the Samaritans. That’s worth a thought, isn’t it?  

So, that’s our family obviously, and friends, our workmates, our 

acquaintances, our Facebook friends, anyone we tweet to or follow on 

twitter, our parish councillors, our MPs, anyone who voted the other way 

and so on. In fact, no one is excluded if we interact with them in any way 

– even if we make comments about them and have never met them! 

They instantly become our neighbour in Jesus’s definition. 

So, that means we are to love them. So, the question is – do we? 

If we judge and condemn someone – have we lived up to what Jesus 

expressly told us to do – or not? Have we demonstrated the kingdom of 

God in the world? 

Isn’t it easier to see where other people go wrong than where we go 

wrong? What about Luke 6: 

41 “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no 

attention to the plank in your own eye? 42 How can you say to your brother, ‘Brother, 

let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when you yourself fail to see the plank in your 

own eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your eye, and then you will see 

clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye. 

So, whether or not someone in government – a president or prime 

minister is a Christian or not – they are either our neighbour or our family 

and we cannot judge them. Jesus said as well in Luke 6: 

37 “Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be 

condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. 38 Give, and it will be given to you. A 

good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into 

your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.” 

This is very challenging and not the way the world thinks at all. 

Remember the ice shelf splitting off – here is an example of just that.  

And note that there is a promise there - if we don’t judge, we won’t be 

judged, if we forgive, we will be forgiven, if we give, we will be given 

back far more. And what measure do we use for others? How do we 
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assess them? Well however we do it – that’s what we will be measured 

by – the exact same measure. 

Remember this episode in John 8  

2 At dawn he (Jesus) appeared again in the temple courts, where all the people 

gathered around him, and he sat down to teach them. 3 The teachers of the law and 

the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made her stand before 

the group 4 and said to Jesus, “Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of 

adultery. 5 In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you 

say?” 6 They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing 

him. 

But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger. 7 When they 

kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, “Let any one of you 

who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” 8 Again he stooped down and 

wrote on the ground. 

9 At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until 

only Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there. 10 Jesus straightened up and 

asked her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?” 

11 “No one, sir,” she said. 

“Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of 

sin.” 

She was caught in the act – no doubt about it – guilty as charged. Jesus 

was brilliant! No one was without sin, no one could condemn her. The 

only person was the sinless Jesus, but he chose not to. But he didn’t 

mince his words to her – he was very clear. “Leave your life of sin”. 

That is what Jesus says to us now. Are we are standing with the 

Pharisees ready to condemn and stone people or are we standing with 

the woman, knowing we have sinned but then receiving forgiveness and 

new life from Jesus? 

I think we often stand in both places at once – and it’s not comfortable.  

If we think it’s too hard to change – look at Saul who became Paul in 

Acts 9. For him he needed to literally knocked to the ground and 

temporarily blinded before he realised who Jesus was. He been 

passionately persecuting Christians and he was changed into someone 

passionately promoting Christ! 

But think about Ananias – a disciple quietly minding his own business in 

Damascus, and suddenly 

10 …………. The Lord called to him in a vision, “Ananias!” 
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“Yes, Lord,” he answered. 

11 The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man 

from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. 12 In a vision he has seen a man named 

Ananias come and place his hands on him to restore his sight.” 

13 “Lord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard many reports about this man and all the 

harm he has done to your holy people in Jerusalem. 14 And he has come here with 

authority from the chief priests to arrest all who call on your name.” 

Ananias was well aware of Saul – he had kept up to date with BBC 

News and his Facebook friends and Twitter and knew all about the sort 

of man Saul was. He hadn’t reckoned that Saul was actually his 

neighbour, whom he needed to love. 

But Ananias was obedient to God – God is looking for obedient people – 

even when it goes completely against the prevailing worldly culture. In 

Ananias’s case that would either have been steering well clear, or 

tipping off some of his zealot friends about Saul – who could go and put 

the knife in Saul once and for all.  

But that was not God’s plan – and out of that Paul did amazing things for 

the kingdom – and interestingly he even used the Roman law to get a 

hearing in Rome. 

So, given all that – how should we respond to governments and leaders 

we disagree with. We now know what we shouldn’t do – but what can we 

actually do? 

This is what is says in 1 Timothy 2: 

I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made 

for all people— 2 for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and 

quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. 3 This is good, and pleases God our Saviour, 
4 who wants all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. 

That seems pretty clear doesn’t it. That is kingdom action. That pleases 

God. That is the way people get saved. 

Of course, we must also follow Jesus in standing up for the poor and 

oppressed, the sick and needy. We can and should work and campaign 

on important issues that Government should be addressing properly. 

Many of us work among people with desperate needs - we must bring 

the kingdom of God into their lives. We should stand up against policies 

that are unjust and don’t demonstrate the love of God. And remember – 
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Jesus said blessed are the peacemakers in Matt 5v9 – I think we can 

assume that those who cause and exploit division are not blessed.  

And finally – remember this – God wins!  

Whatever injustices, atrocities, hate, divisions and so on happen, God is 

God and there will be a new heaven and a new earth – and the old will 

pass away. It’s all in the bible.  

When that happens, those who have trusted God as their Lord and 

saviour will live forever in a place where there is no more crying or pain. 

There will be healing and peace that is beyond anything we can imagine.  

How do we know this - it’s because of Jesus – if you don’t know him – 

get to know him! If you haven’t surrendered your life to him – do it now – 

you will never regret it. If you haven’t been filled with the Holy Spirit – get 

filled – life will never be the same.  

So, in the midst of all these world events, let’s make sure the foundation 

we stand on is Jesus and all he taught us. Let’s go on in the power of 

the Spirit and our prayer as always is “let your kingdom come on earth 

as it is in heaven” – starting with us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


