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We’ve been looking at being disciples over the last few weeks from all 

sorts of different angles.  

What we need to do now is to make sure that we don’t absorb the 

message that being a disciple is something that we are meant to do on 

our own. That’s why I am going to talk about being disciples together. 

Many of the things I am going to say will be very familiar – but every so 

often we need to remind ourselves how we should be as church 

together. Actually, I think that it is already part of the DNA we have here 

– but DNA needs to be expressed and to be seen in action.  

So, can we use this time as a bit of a check list for ourselves?  

Not so that we can feel condemnation, but so we can be better disciples 

together because we want to be – is that OK? 

Disciples are meant to be together: 

Jesus had 12 disciples and he sent the disciples out in pairs. 

The apostles travelled in teams. 

Church leadership was always in the plural – with elders in each church. 

The deacons who had specific practical ministries were in the plural. 

And everyone was together in the early church – in Acts 1 it says: 

42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders 

and signs performed by the apostles. All the believers were together and had 

everything in common. They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who 

had need.  Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They 

broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising 

God and enjoying the favour of all the people. And the Lord added to their number 

daily those who were being saved. 

The picture is clearly of the people of God being disciples together.  

And when they were together, there were certain characteristics and 

things that happened as we have just read.  
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But the most important thing for them and for us is this – it’s about love 

for each other. 

This is what Jesus said in John 13:34 

“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must 

love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love 

one another.” 

Now Jesus didn’t suggest that we love each other. He didn’t say, things 

would go better if we do - so we should try hard to do it. Rather - He 

commanded it. He is the King. When he commands then there is no 

argument.  

“You must love one another”. – that’s what he said. 

What is the most important outworking of this? It’s not that we will all feel 

better – nice and warm and fluffy. And it’s not even that the church will 

grow.  

No – it is that if we love each other as Jesus loves us – then everyone 

will know that we are his disciples. The hallmark of a church full of 

disciples of Jesus, is that we love one another.  

Sometimes we are tempted to think otherwise. We can look at a big 

church, or a church with loads going on, or a lively church or a church 

that is so good that it has its own internet channel and we can think that 

these are the hallmarks of Jesus’s church. 

Jesus says - not necessarily. He says - actually, real disciples first and 

foremost are known for their love for each other – the same love he has 

for them.  

That’s worth thinking about isn’t it! Whatever else we do, love has to be 

one of the enduring and defining qualities of our discipleship together. 

That’s the sort of church Jesus wants people to be part of. 

Listen to what it says in 1 Corinthians 13. Contrary to what we may think 

from a lot of wedding services, Paul wasn’t talking primarily about a 

husband and wife – but of course it does apply there to. He was talking 

about behaviour and relationships as disciples together in the church: 

If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a 

resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.  If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom 

all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but 

do not have love, I am nothing. If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my 
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body to hardship that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing.  Love is 

patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.  It does not 

dishonour others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of 

wrongs.  Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  It always protects, 

always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails. But where there 

are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where 

there is knowledge, it will pass away. For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 

but when completeness comes, what is in part disappears. 

Remember that internal checklist – how’s it going? 

The first part of this passage is as challenging as the second. We may 

have all kinds of gifts and a massive faith. We may do the best social 

action and be the most generous people on the earth – but it all counts 

for nothing at all if love is not the basis for our actions and the platform 

for our gifts. There is nothing to boast about if we do not love. 

There is no point in it at all - we are empty, we are nothing, we gain 

nothing, nothing of it will last – it is useless in an eternal perspective. 

But – if our actions are motivated by love – then that is a different matter 

altogether! The things we sometimes think about as defining how “good“ 

a church is – prophecies, tongues, words of knowledge and so on – they 

will not last forever – they will become irrelevant. They are here for a 

season and are they are certainly gifts of God to build up the church– 

but it is love that lasts forever and love that is the defining nature of the 

kingdom of God. 

So, let’s think about how we should relate to each other and the world. 

As we have said in the past, love is a doing word. It is a decision we 

have to make. Now, sometimes our feelings may make that decision 

easy, or it may be very hard – but it is a decision. We can all think of 

situations where it is easier or more difficult to love! 

But it’s our choice and God is very pleased if we choose the way of love. 

And he gives us the power to do that. If we realised how much we are 

loved by God, then that would also make it a lot easier to love others! 

So, from 1 Corinthians 13, being disciples together and loving each 

other should look like this. Are you ready with your checklist? 

We are patient with each other – even when that’s hard! 

We are kind to each other – even if someone is really annoying! 

We do not envy anyone – even if someone has been really blessed! 
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We are not proud – even if we have been really blessed! 

We do not boast – about anything – because it’s not about us! 

We don’t dishonour others – we honour them and lift them up. 

We are not self-seeking – we should be humble and not try to build 

ourselves up.  

We are not easily angered – well, not that easily anyway… 

We keep no record of wrongs – none at all – oh dear, that’s difficult! 

We don’t delight in evil but rejoice with the truth – so there’s no gossip, 

no condemnation, no slander, no lies or half-truths – especially if we 

don’t know the whole story…which we usually don’t. 

We always protect – we are here for the good of each other – stand in 

the way of danger for each other, guard each other’s backs when we are 

vulnerable. 

We always trust – very tricky if trust has been abused in the past. But 

this is a command and it’s a decision we have to make.  

We always hope – our love for each other should be positive and 

reaching to the future. Real love does not have a limit. 

We always persevere in our love for each other and we never give up on 

each other! 

That’s what God is calling us to! 

How’s our checklist now? It seems quite hard doesn’t it? 

However, when God says to do something, he provides the means. He 

provides everything we need to fulfil that command.  

Jesus sent his Holy Spirit to empower us - not just to do great and 

spectacular things for him – but to love in the same way he did – which 

is in itself even more great and spectacular. 

Jesus loved us so much that he literally laid down his life for us. His 

sacrifice meant we can know the love of God as our heavenly father.  

It means that we have a hope and a joy and a peace that is far above 

what the world can offer.  

It means we can be forgiven our past sins and failures and start again – 

with a new life, born again into a new family.  
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It means ultimate restoration for creation and everything that has been 

marred and spoiled will be wiped away.  

We may think that it’s hard to love – it’s risky, it’s not logical and its 

definitely not fair sometimes! But that’s exactly what Jesus did – and 

look what happened to him.  

In Hebrews 12 it tells us: 

12 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us 

throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run 

with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer 

and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its 

shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider him who 

endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose 

heart. 

God loved us first. He is totally trustworthy and can be relied upon for 

justice as well as mercy. Whatever needs to be put right will be, 

whatever needs to be rewarded will be and whatever needs to be 

destroyed will also be. There is joy set before us but vengeance is God’s 

as it says in Romans 12: 

Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is 

written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord.   

You see we don’t need to take revenge or give out our version of justice! 

Doesn’t that take the pressure off and set us free to love as Jesus 

commands. God will sort out the rest.  

So, on the basis of love for each other and what the bible says – what 

else should we be doing as disciples together: 

We should rejoice and worship together, eat together and break bread 

together, share everything, restore each other, encourage each other 

and teach each other. We should also be of one mind and live in peace 

and keep meeting together. This is for all of us. 

As it says in Hebrews 10: 

And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, 

not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging 

one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

And this unity is a lasting one that is born of and sustained by the Holy 

Spirit and it is so important as it says in Ephesians 4:3 - 

Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 
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Again – there is effort involved – but the power comes from God. This is 

not about trying harder but it’s about living in the grace of God that gives 

us everything we need to live as he has called us to.  

Whatever your internal checklist ended up telling you – God’s eternal 

checklist says you are dearly loved and forgiven. And this is what Paul 

said in 2 Corinthians 13: 

Finally, brothers and sisters, rejoice! Strive for full restoration, encourage one 

another, be of one mind, live in peace. And the God of love and peace will be with 

you. 

So, if you don’t know the love and peace of God – now is the time to ask 

him. Now is the time to decide to surrender your life fully to him and 

receive from him all that he has for you. The time is now – why wait?  


