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GATEWAY CHURCH NORTHUMBERLAND 

28.5.17  

Jesus and the 10 Commandments – Joss Bray 

We have been looking at Jesus and the Old Testament and I’m going to 

talk about Jesus and the 10 commandments.  

Oddly enough, the 10 commandments are not often taught about now – 

people seem to assume they know what they are and what they mean. 

So where do they come from and what are they?  

(Quick quiz) 

Let’s read some of the history. 

So back in Exodus 19, the people of Israel had been miraculously 

delivered out of Egyptian slavery by God. God then spoke to Moses and 

said this: 

5 Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be 

my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, 6 you[a] will be for me a 

kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words you are to speak to the 

Israelites.” 

God then told them to wait until the third day: 

16 On the morning of the third day there was thunder and lightning, with a thick cloud 

over the mountain, and a very loud trumpet blast. Everyone in the camp trembled. 
17 Then Moses led the people out of the camp to meet with God, and they stood at 

the foot of the mountain. 18 Mount Sinai was covered with smoke, because the Lord 

descended on it in fire. The smoke billowed up from it like smoke from a furnace, and 

the whole mountain trembled violently. 19 As the sound of the trumpet grew louder 

and louder, Moses spoke and the voice of God answered him. 

Moses spoke with God and then in Exodus 20 we read that God spoke 

these words – these are the headline - so to speak: 

2 “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 

3 “You shall have no other gods before me. 

4 “You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven 

above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. 5 You shall not bow 

down to them or worship them……. 

7 “You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God……. 

8 “Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 9 Six days you shall labour and 

do all your work, 10 but the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God……… 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+19&version=NIV#fen-NIV-2033a
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12 “Honour your father and your mother………. 

13 “You shall not murder. 

14 “You shall not commit adultery. 

15 “You shall not steal. 

16 “You shall not give false testimony against your neighbour. 

17 “You shall not covet your neighbour’s house. You shall not covet your 

neighbour’s wife, or his male or female servant, his ox or donkey, or anything 

that belongs to your neighbour.” 

18 When the people saw the thunder and lightning and heard the trumpet and saw 

the mountain in smoke, they trembled with fear. They stayed at a distance 19 and 

said to Moses, “Speak to us yourself and we will listen. But do not have God speak 

to us or we will die.” 20 Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid. God has come to 

test you, so that the fear of God will be with you to keep you from sinning.” 

So, what happened then – Moses took a long time up on mount Sinai 

receiving all sorts of other instructions about altars, how to treat 

servants, personal injury claims, property rights, social responsibility, 

justice, mercy, the Sabbath, farming, festivals, wars and so on. 

He went back to the people and confirmed that covenant that God had 

made with Israel with the blood of sacrificed animals and read out the 

book in which he wrote all that God had said. The people received it 

gladly. 

Then up went Moses to the mountain again – this time for 47 days 

where he received more instructions about the Ark, the table in the 

tabernacle, the lampstand, the tabernacle itself, the altar, the courtyard, 

consecration of priests, atonement money, anointing oil, incense, 

particular appointments, the sabbath (again) and finally Moses got the 

two stone tablets with the commandments on written by the very finger 

of God himself.  

However, all was not well back in the Israeli camp – the people were 

impatient, they couldn’t wait for God’s instructions and made a golden 

calf to worship. They wanted something literally solid rather than to 

believe in God – who had been doing amazing things on mount Sinai 

and had miraculously brought them out of slavery in Egypt. The fear of 

God had not kept them from sinning. 

This was bad news and God was more than cross – it says his anger 

burned because of their sin. Moses too was angry and smashed the 

stone tablets.  
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Thankfully God, relented in his anger and didn’t destroy them, there was 

a price to pay and repentance was needed but eventually God supplied 

a replacement set of tablets with the commandments on and continued 

with Israel as his chosen nation. Israel however, kept forgetting, they 

kept turning from God and they kept forgetting his commands.  

So, what does Jesus have to do with all this? 

Everything really. You remember from previous talks that Jesus was 

there from the beginning – indeed he is outside time. John 1 tells us that 

all things were created through him. And remember he appeared in the 

OT as “the angel of the Lord” several times. 

He was with God in the beginning and he was God. We read in 

 
And in Hebrews 1:3 

The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, 

sustaining all things by his powerful word.  

You want to know what God is like – look at Jesus. Jesus was there 

when the 10 commandments were given – part of the trinity of God the 

Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. He would have been in full 

agreement, and knew all about the law that was given.  

And there are foretastes then of what happened later with Jesus. God 

spoke his word into the world to Moses and God again spoke his word 

into the world in Jesus – who is very the Word of God.  

Israel had to wait for the third day for God to reveal his purpouses and 

covenant with the people and on the third day Jesus rose to bring into 

effect the new covenant and – the new agreement between God and his 

people – now including all who believe in him and accept Jesus as Lord 

in their lives. 

It was all in the plan - and as the old covenant was sealed by the blood 

of animal sacrifices, the new one was sealed by the blood of Jesus – the 

perfect sacrifice for our sin and disobedience.  

There are many more parallels we could go into – for example the 

mighty power of God demonstrated in the revelation of the 

commandments on Mount Sinai and the mighty power of God 

demonstrated in the resurrection of Jesus, and so on. 

John 1.  

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+1:3&version=NIV
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And it is vital to remember what Jesus said in Matthew 5:17 - 

“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to 

abolish them but to fulfil them. 

But we may say – I haven’t done anything particularly bad – or I’ve done 

more good things than bad things. But in James 2 it says 

10 For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of 

breaking all of it. 

And what’s more Jesus goes on in Matthew 5 to say –  

18 For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the 

least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is 

accomplished. 19 Therefore anyone who sets aside one of the least of these 

commands and teaches others accordingly will be called least in the kingdom of 

heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in 

the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses 

that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the 

kingdom of heaven. 

Wow – Jesus was pretty emphatic – about that – that’s a very high 

standard to keep up! We have to be righteous before God – that is right 

with God – and we just can’t so it in our own strength.  

Here are just two of a list of things that Jesus went on to say in Matthew 

5 about the requirements of the law of God: 

21 “You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘You shall not murder, 

and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.’ 22 But I tell you that anyone 

who is angry with a brother or sister will be subject to judgment.  

And -  

27 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery. 28 But I tell you 

that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her 

in his heart.  

That’s just 2 things – read the rest for yourself in Matthew 5.  

And then to cap it all Jesus says this: 

48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 

We have already heard in previous talks about Jesus fulfilling the many 

messianic prophecies – and now we see he fulfils the law that was given 

to Moses – he is perfect and committed no sin – but he took the 

punishment that we should have for not living up to the perfection that 

our Father God wants from us - his children.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5:17&version=NIV
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Every time we sin, we move out of God’s will for us. If we are in Christ – 

if we know that Jesus is our Lord and Saviour - then his sacrifice and his 

love means that we can be forgiven and restored. That’s his offer to us 

right now. If we are not in Christ – then the only way to get right with God 

is to accept Jesus as Lord and saviour.  

So, if we want to follow Jesus as our Lord – that means he is Lord of our 

lives – we will want to live for him – not for ourselves any longer.  

What does he ask us to do? Do we need to go back to the book of 

Exodus and Deuteronomy and memorise large pieces of law and the 10 

commandments? Thankfully not. 

Jesus was asked on at least 2 occasions what the greatest 

commandment was. People wanted to know what God wants of them. 

People wanted to be right with God. They knew that if God is really God, 

then the answer to that is vitally important for their whole life and for 

eternity.  

This is what he said in Matthew 22: 

37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 

and with all your mind. 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the 

second is like it: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ 40 All the Law and the Prophets 

hang on these two commandments.” 

Interestingly – as you might have spotted – neither of these were 

actually originally commandments. But they sum up all the 

commandments - and indeed all of how God wants us to relate to him 

and to each other. 

Which of us has even come close to obeying these? 

But the good news is that if we are in Jesus – then we don’t need to 

worry about whether we have fulfilled every last bit of the law. We never 

will anyway. The bar is too high. But God has made a way in Jesus to do 

it for us – and he has. 

Do you remember what God said to Moses right at the beginning of this 

talk? It was this -  

5 Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be 

my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, 6 you will be for me a 

kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words you are to speak to the 

Israelites.” 
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God spoke these words to Israel – now he speaks them to us. Israel 

repeatedly disobeyed God – even though they repeatedly saw God do 

amazing things for them and around them. Then the messiah – the 

saviour Jesus, came from among them and spoke words of life to them 

and they still didn’t come back to God.  

But - those who accept Jesus as Lord are spiritual descendants of Israel 

- the seed of Abraham – as in Romans 9 -  

8 …. it is not the children by physical descent who are God’s children, but it is the 

children of the promise who are regarded as Abraham’s offspring. 

And the promise is the promised and prophesied messiah – Jesus.  

So that is why in 1 Peter 2 we see history unfold with echoes of what 

God had spoken to Moses. Talking about Israel, it says: 

8 ……They stumble because they disobey the message—which is also what they were 

destined for. 9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s 

special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of 

darkness into his wonderful light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are the 

people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

We are now called out of slavery, out of darkness, into the light of God 

and his purpouses for our lives.  

We are now called to praise God for what he has done for us. 

We are now called to be holy and priestly – a people of God who know 

they need mercy and have gratefully accepted it. 

This is God himself calling to all of us here – it’s no accident we are here 

– it’s not because there’s nothing better on the TV or we hadn’t got 

anything better planned.  It’s God’s divine appointment for you and me 

and he wants us to respond appropriately. 

So, let’s pray: 

If you know God and Jesus as Lord – then praise him, thank him for the 

mercy he shows us and the forgiveness when we inevitably don’t live up 

to the whole law. Let’s ask for more of his Holy Spirit to help us to follow 

him well. 

If you don’t know him, if you can’t say Jesus is Lord – now is the time to 

think about responding to his clear call to you. Now is the time to repent 

– which means to turn away from sin and toward God -  give him your 

life and live for Jesus. You won’t regret it. 


