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Peter the Disciple – Joss Bray 

We’ve been talking about Peter for the past few weeks and today we’ll 

look at Peter the disciple. 

Of course, Peter was one of the very first disciples that followed Jesus.  

He literally left everything and followed him. Little did he know where that 

would take him.  

It was a story that started with Peter dying to his old way of life, and 

ending up with a painful death – precisely because he followed Jesus.  

That doesn’t sound a very inviting prospect does it to a potential or 

current disciple. Follow Jesus- and die twice! 

So what’s it all about – being a disciple. After all – we need to remember 

that if you are a Christians now – you are in a long and unbroken line of 

disciples right back to the very first ones.  

And just like them, we will be a very mixed bunch. We’ll have a load of 

problems, preconceived ideas, oddities and strangenesses. 

What a relief though! We don’t need to fit in to a neat box and be a 

certain sort of person to be a disciple of Jesus. Disciples are what 

makes up the church – nothing more and nothing less. So we should 

expect church to be made up of different sorts of people from different 

backgrounds with different failings.  

And there should be no surprise when there are “issues” that arise 

between people in the church. Do we think we are all perfect already? 

Look around you – what do you reckon?  

Look at the disciples – they disagreed with each other, vied for position, 

were jealous of each other, ran away and left Jesus and even denied 

knowing him completely.  

It was out of these people that he chose 12 apostles – and even one of 

them betrayed him.  

Not people you would want to build a church with really…. 

But that is who He chose and that is who He chooses now. 
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What is a disciple? 

So let’s look at what the word disciple means -  

Being a disciple means - being a pupil – to a teacher for example, or 

being an apprentice – to a craftsman. 

So there is a clear idea of following, learning and developing in the 

context of a relationship with someone else.  

And there is a process - there is a progression over time. It’s an ongoing 

process that shapes and equips the disciple. 

Now, just to note that disciple doesn’t have the same meaning as the 

word apostle which means a messenger or a sent delegate. We read 

that Jesus had many disciples but at that time only chose 12 to do the 

work of an apostle.  

This is important when we look at Peter’s progression as a disciple. We 

must not think that we have to live up to a certain role because someone 

else - in this case Peter – did it. Remember, being a disciple is one 

thing, being an apostle is something else - which for some people is 

what God calls them to. But we don’t need to think that we have to be or 

to do the same things as Peter.  

We are called to do many different things as part of the church – 

remember the five ministries mentioned in Ephesians 4 – apostles, 

prophets, evangelist, teachers and pastors, as well as other gifts God 

gives to different people – serving, administration, helping, miracles, 

healing, wisdom and so on. 

The point is that when we look at Peter’s discipleship journey – we must 

not think – he was a “super apostle” and out of our league. He had to 

start from being a disciple of Jesus – just as we do.  

Without that – we do not have the basis on which God can build. In fact 

– if we are not disciples, then we are not Christians at all. That is the 

stark truth that needs to be acknowledged but can somehow get pushed 

aside or ignored as an inconvenient truth.  

But - of course – being a disciple is a process - a journey. No one has 

made it and finished the course – we are all still on it – whether we have 

been a Christian for 5 minutes or 5 decades. So if we look at Peter’s 

journey, and some of the process he went through, it’s going to help us 

look at where we are and equip us to keep going and to make progress. 
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Peter knew something 

So first of all – Peter knew something.  

What did he know? Well Jesus asked him a question in Matthew 16 

which produced a famous answer:  

“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?”  
Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”  
Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to 
you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven.  

 

This is what Peter knew - and it is the starting point on the path of 

discipleship.  

What does it mean – “Messiah”?  It means someone who is anointed or 

chosen to be a saviour – to save. And not only has Jesus been chosen 

to save, he is also the son of God.  

This speaks of a need for salvation – a need for us to be saved. Why? – 

because naturally, we are lost in darkness in sin and disobedience to 

God. Our eyes are closed to Him and real the need to follow him.  

Eternity is hidden from us and we don’t realise that there is more to life 

than this life that we can see and touch. Our future forever depends on 

whether we accept this saving, this salvation, that God offers in Jesus.  

And when Peter says that Jesus is the son of God, he is saying that 

Jesus is so much more than a teacher or leader. He is sent by God and 

is actually of exactly the same nature as God himself -  as it says in 

Hebrews 1: 

The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, 

sustaining all things by his powerful word.  

That’s an amazing realisation. But actually it was revealed by God the 

Father to Peter.  

And we need to know this revelation – as Peter did. We can read the 

bible, we can listen to people teaching and preaching, we can hear great 

evangelists even we can even see miracles and healings – but – unless 

we know this basic fact as actual truth deep inside us – then we are not 

going to be real disciples of Jesus. 
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It is like the “reveal” at the end of one of those house transformation 

shows. The people do not know what it looks like until their eyes are 

opened and they see the reality of what’s been done. 

A disciple has to know who they follow. Jesus is worth following and 

giving up our lives for – not because he was a great teacher, or did 

miracles, or was a good man – but because he is the Messiah – the Son 

of the living God! And God proved that by raising him from the dead – 

just as Jesus had predicted. 

Remember that it says in Romans 10: 

If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God 

raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 

This is what we are talking about! This is step one. And if you don’t know 

that in your heart – know it now. The truth has been revealed - get 

saved! 

Peter experienced something 

So – Peter knew something – then he went on and he experienced 

something. He lived alongside Jesus, he talked with him, he ate with 

him, even argued with him. Peter could get it amazingly right and he 

could get it spectacularly wrong – more than once. This should give us 

great hope in our discipleship – our following of Jesus.  

Peter didn’t just follow, he lived with Jesus – he experienced Jesus first 

hand. He went through ups and downs. He was quite clearly and 

publically reprimanded by Jesus and Peter quite publically denied even 

knowing him.  

However, Peter experienced the love and forgiveness and patience that 

Jesus has plenty of. In unending amounts. Peter experienced the sort of 

restoration of his life that turned a complete ruin into an amazing 

mansion. It was that sort of change.  

And for those of us who have made mistakes (that’s all of us of course) 

this is so encouraging. When we meet Jesus as repentant people – 

people who know that we are sinful – in big or small ways, he forgives 

and restores us. That may be a very important message to some of us 

here right now.  

There is nothing that we have done, no mistake we have made – 

however big, that we cannot be forgiven if we have repented. 
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Repentance is more than being sorry – it is a turning away from self and 

selfishness – and turning to God and living for him. It is actually securing 

eternal life with God rather than eternal death without him.  

This is the next step in discipleship -repentance is key. Peter had to 

learn it – he had followed, he knew some stuff- but he had to feel the 

brokenness of sin and experience the brilliant forgiveness that comes 

through Jesus. This changed his life forever – and it can change ours. 

Peter received something 

But that’s not all in the discipleship journey. Yes - Peter knew something, 

he experienced something, he also then received something. 

Jesus spent some time talking to the disciples after he had risen from 

the dead. And in Acts 1 it says: 

On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do 
not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard 
me speak about. For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized 
with the Holy Spirit.”  

Now Peter would have been baptised in the Jordan by John the Baptist 

– as he had been one of John’s disciples before becoming a disciple of 

Jesus. But Jesus clearly had something more than that in mind. He went 

on to say: 

…you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

We know what happened then. At Pentecost, the Holy Spirit came to the 

disciples in a big way – a violent wind completely filling the house they 

were in, heavenly fire coming resting on each of them, all of them being 

filled with the Holy Spirit. They were all completely transformed.  

Note that it was everyone – not just the apostles, not just the men – but 

everyone including women and probably children. It wasn’t just the 

special few - Acts 2 says they were all together in one place. All the 

believers – the whole church. The Holy Spirit is for everyone who is a 

disciple! 

That must have been absolutely amazing. What an experience – the 

power of God – before only experienced in the holy of holies in the 

temple by the priest – once a year – and it fell on them!  
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They received something - or rather someone – the Spirit of God. He 

was promised by Jesus and sent by the Father – to ignite the church 

with power to burn brightly in the nations. 

The rest – as they say - is history. Spirit filled Christians have taken the 

good news of Jesus around the world with power and perseverance, and 

the church is growing and God is glorified. Jesus got it right – the Holy 

Spirit came and they became witnesses to the ends of the earth.  

History is still being written all around us – we are no different to the 

disciples then. God doesn’t change. Jesus is still Lord and Saviour. The 

Holy Spirit is just as powerful and available now.  

The application 

So – in conclusion - what about us? 

Where are we in terms of our discipleship journey? That’s the question. 

Being a disciple does imply discipline, and part of that is looking honestly 

at how we are doing.  

Do we fully know inside us that Jesus is the Messiah – the son of the 

living God? If not – ask God to give you that revelation – just as he did to 

Peter. 

Do we experience living with Jesus daily, His forgiveness and love, His 

restoration freeing us from the past? If not – now is the time to be set 

free. Now is the time to know the forgiveness and the love of God. There 

is no need to carry round such a burden when Jesus took it all for us on 

the cross – come to Jesus all you who are heavy laden and He will give 

you rest. That’s his promise. 

Have we received the power from above – the promised Holy Spirit of 

God to help us to be witnesses for Jesus wherever he calls us to be? I’m 

not just talking about a warm fuzzy experience. He is the fire of God – 

the wind that propels us on. It’s about the equipping – the day to day 

refilling by the Holy Spirit that produces fruit in our lives and that is also a 

witness that God is at work in us. Keep on being filled with the Spirit 

Paul says in Ephesians 5. We need him so much - and the Father gives 

to all who ask without limit. 

 

So let’s pray those things in right now and take the next step as disciples 

of Jesus.   


