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Gateway Church Northumberland 

3.1.16 

New starts – Joss Bray     

Today is the first Sunday of 2016. Anyone made any New Year 

resolutions? Anyone still keeping them? 

And today I want us to look at 3 things: 

First of all – the importance of pleasing God. 

Secondly – the vision for the church for the next year. 

Thirdly – to introduce the theme of what we are going to explore together 

in January and February as a church. 

In fact, as we go through them, they are all very much linked. They also 

link to what we have been learning about the promises of God over the 

last couple of months. 

The importance of pleasing God 

I am not one for New Year resolutions – but this year, I felt God was 

saying – this was something that I had to concentrate on. And I am 

pretty sure we should all be doing so as well.  

Pleasing God can have a bit of baggage associated with it. It can sound 

like we have to do something to earn salvation – to be saved – to go to 

heaven. It can sound like pleasing God is the way to gain his love and 

approval.  

However, there are many verses in the bible which talk of the 

importance of pleasing God. So for example, in the Psalms: 

Psalm 19:14  

May these words of my mouth and this meditation of my heart be pleasing in your 

sight, Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer. 

So the psalmist really wanted to please God. And in the same way in his 

first letter to the Thessalonians, Paul said: 

1 Thessalonians 4:1 

………. brothers and sisters, we instructed you how to live in order to please God, as 

in fact you are living. Now we ask you and urge you in the Lord Jesus to do this more 

and more. 
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Note that Paul is urging his brothers and sisters in the church to please 

God more and more – he knew that this was important. But we must 

also note that faith comes before pleasing God. In fact, it says in the 

letter to the Hebrews: 

Hebrews 11:6  

… without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him 

must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. 

So faith is first – otherwise we cannot please God. And we know that 

through faith we are saved not by our good actions.  

Ephesians 2:8-10 

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith —and this is not from 

yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast.  

So anything we do does not save us. God has done the work for us - 

and how can this be possible? It’s because of Jesus. In John 3 -  

John 3:16  

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 

believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

So God loved us first – and long before we ever did anything he gave his 

only Son for us – that is the grace of God – which means unmerited 

favour – that means getting what we don’t deserve. When we say we 

want to please God, then, it is not to earn a pass to heaven.  

Jesus himself pleased God – listen to what happened when he was 

baptised by John: 

Luke 3:22  

.. a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well 

pleased.” 

Jesus hadn’t even begun to do anything much yet – it was before his 

teaching and healing ministry started. He hadn’t healed anyone yet or 

told any parables or upset the Pharisees. But God loved him as his son 

– that was the first thing he said. Then he said he was pleased with him.  

In fact, Jesus had pleased his Father by agreeing to put aside his glory, 

to be sent to the world and born as a baby, and ultimately to die for us. 

He had grown up in obedience and the knowledge of his Father and 

continued to want to please him.  

Later on Jesus says: 
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John 8:29 

The one who sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, for I always do what 

pleases him.” 

Jesus always did what pleased his Father. 

For us it is the same – remember we have been given the right to be 

called children of God –  

John 1:12  

Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right 

to become children of God 

If we receive Jesus as our Lord, if we believe in him – we are children of 

God by right. And then since our heavenly Father loves us, don’t we 

want him to be pleased with us as well? 

So earthly parents usually love their children – but are sometimes not 

pleased with them. Love does come first though. Children should not 

need to earn the love of their parents – but because of this love, they 

should want to please them.  

So how do we please God? 

Paul writes about this in the letter to the Romans 

Romans 12:1 

Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your 

bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper 

worship.  

So again we are encouraged to please God. We read that our bodies 

need to be a living sacrifice to God. What does this mean? It means 

simply that all we do or say or think should be submitted to God – this is 

our living sacrifice. That is proper worship.  

Our whole lives are to be worship to God – expressing his worth, 

reflecting his glory and demonstrating his love. This isn’t a Sunday issue 

– it is a whole of life issue.  

What are the alternatives? 

What if we don’t please God? We will inevitably be pleasing other people 

or ourselves. That is the choice. Are we going to be people pleasers or 

self-centred pleasers of ourselves? 
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Do I want to be a people pleaser? Do I want to just please myself? Or do 

I want to please God first and foremost? – Those are questions for all of 

us. I suspect that we often have mixed motives in this. But this is the 

time where we can make a new start. Listen to what Paul says in 

Romans 

Romans 12:2 

Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of 

your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, 

pleasing and perfect will. 

Let’s not think as the world does – let’s be transformed and then we will 

know what God wants us to do. Note that what He wants - his will - is 

also good and pleasing as well as perfect. When we are living for God – 

to please him – then he will not disappoint us. 

So when Jesus said: 

John 8:29 

The one who sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, for I always do what 

pleases him.” 

He knew the presence of the Father with him all the time – because he 

always did his Father’s will.  

Now for us, Jesus promised to be with us always – all the days - until the 

end of the age. So we know he won’t leave us – but we can feel distant 

from God. Maybe this is because we are not pleasing him. Maybe we 

are giving him grief: 

Ephesians 4:30 

.. do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God 

Note that the only time that Jesus felt forsaken and abandoned by God 

was when the sin of the world was put upon him on the cross. When he 

voluntarily took the weight of all that evil and its consequences, it blotted 

out that relationship with his Father. Thankfully this was temporary and 

he was raised again to life – having overcome that worst of separations.  

When we do not live to please God, sin gets in the way. He is not 

pleased with this – but still loves us as a good parent will always do. He 

will always receive us back like the prodigal father and son – but sin 

does cause temporary separation.  
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I don’t want to feel separated from God – do you? Do we want to please 

God first and foremost? Yes. Let’s not live to please other people or 

ourselves. 

In fact – the more we please God, the more we live life to the full – Jesus 

said he had come to give us life in all its fullness. But we have to live for 

him first. And the thing is – if we are pleasing God first then we will love 

and serve other people a lot better! 

So what about the year ahead for the Church? 

Well last year we had 2 marriages, a death and a birth and various 

significant illnesses. It would have been a brave person to predict all of 

that – so there will be no predictions today. However, I believe that this 

year, we have a great opportunity to build on foundations that have been 

laid – or to put it in kingdom terms, work with Jesus as he builds His 

church to reflect his character.  

We started with the motto – “Love God, Love each other, Serve the 

community”. Note that these are not mutually exclusive or a set order in 

which to do things. They stand together as the expression of what Jesus 

has told his disciples to do – and that’s us – his disciples.  

We are going to take the community serving part into a new phase. This 

is a development and expansion of the Thursday Drop In here at the hall 

- you could say it is going to become a Drop Out as well – because it is 

going to become more outward looking. It will develop into a Hub where 

people in the communities around in this area can find practical help, 

support and love from the church, and this will then go out and happen 

in the community as well.  

Remember, we are doing this to please God first and foremost – this is 

what Paul wrote in Hebrews: 

Hebrews 13:16  

And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is 

pleased. 

Ephesians 2:10 

For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 

prepared in advance for us to do. 

This is exactly what we are proposing to do. We have been gathering 

offers of help and skills and time for us in the church to collate into an 

organised offer that can help people’s needs in the community around 
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us. Just as we come from many different localities, this help will be for 

anyone who asks that we can reasonably reach in this part of 

Northumberland.  

This offer will be publicised and then requests for help will be 

coordinated and allocated and then actioned. There will be teething 

problems and things we haven’t thought of – but it is the right thing to do. 

It pleases God – and consequently blesses people and demonstrates his 

love for them.  

It is not primarily an advert for the church but hopefully, we will become 

known for actually serving the community and people will want to know 

why we are doing it. This is an opportunity to be salt and light in our 

communities and to be the good news to the people. 

We do this as church together 

So we will continue to Love God, Love each other and Serve the 

community – and God has put us together as church to do it. To help us, 

over the next few weeks we are going to look at the church, what the 

bible says about it and the way it is described and designed. There’s a 

lot of food for thought there - some of which has aroused controversy in 

the past - so I am looking forward to that and some good discussion. 

So let’s now just shut our eyes and think about what we have heard. 

When you have been listening, it may be that you have been thinking – I 

have never committed myself to Jesus and given my life to God. Or it 

may be that you have done that but really want to commit yourself to 

pleasing God first from now on. This is the time to make a new start.  

As we are quiet and prayerful, come to God as you are. Let’s admit that 

we haven’t lived fully for him and that we want to from now on. Let’s 

receive the forgiveness that He freely gives. Believe in Jesus Christ as 

Lord and Saviour. Decide to live for Him and follow him. Decide that 

pleasing God is what you want to do most. 

Hebrews 13:20-21 

Now may the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought 

back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, equip you with 

everything good for doing his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, 

through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 


