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Today we are going to look at another vital aspect of discipleship. 

That is being witnesses. 

If we follow Jesus, then we want to listen to what he says.  And when 

we’ve listened, then we want to do it don’t we? 

So here is what he said in Acts 1v8 – its the well-known verse – just 

before Jesus ascended to heaven: 

8 …. you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

Interestingly – this was actually a reply to his disciples asking him: 

6 …. “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?”7 He said to 

them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own 

authority. 

So, Jesus basically said to them – and to us – get on with it and let God 

sort out the details. You will go and be my witnesses with the power that 

will come from God – who is in fact the Spirit of God himself - and will be 

with you. 

So, what is a witness? A witness is somebody who has seen or heard or 

otherwise experienced something who then tells others – or testifies in a 

court setting. But a witness can also be a thing – so a memorial event for 

example can bear witness to someone’s life or an action someone does 

bears witness to their character for example. It is also obviously used 

specifically for witnessing about someone’s faith when they explain this 

to others. 

The fact is that we bear witness all the time to everyone around us. 

That’s a scary thought. For good or bad, people see what we do and say 

and just like a court, make a judgement about us.  

However – it’s not all bad news! 

We don’t have to be expert witnesses! In a court, there are different 

sorts of witnesses, including professional and expert ones. We are not 

called to be either of those thankfully. We just need to testify about what 

we have seen and heard. 
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So, going back to what Jesus says – we will be witnesses for him and 

we will be helped to do this by the Holy Spirit. We have to realise that 

without the Spirit, we are likely to be not very good witnesses for Jesus. 

The disciples had to wait to be filled, then they were sent out. Jesus was 

very clear about this. 

The first disciples were changed from confused, frightened and passive 

followers to bold and confident witnesses overnight – by being filled with 

the Spirit.  

Where are we on that scale?  

If we are on the confused frightened and passive side of the spectrum – 

then the good news is that we can move quickly to the bold and 

confident side – as long as we are eager to be filled with the Spirit of 

God. This is a real challenge for all of us. 

If we want to be disciples and witnesses for Jesus, then we need to be 

filled by that same power of God that gave birth to and rapidly grew the 

early church. We need the fire of God! 

But also, note that in biblical times, in a court, two reliable witnesses 

were needed to establish any fact. Similarly, now – the more the better. 

This means that we need to do this together! This is a primary function 

of the church – witnessing to the world for Jesus.  

Let’s just look at that for a moment. We know that the church is 

described as a body together – all the parts different but needed and 

working together. But we are more than that – together we are the body 

of Christ on the earth! It’s a cliché – but we are his hands and feet in the 

world! Together we should demonstrate and witness to – Jesus in a real 

tangible sense.  

So, when someone looks at the church – they should see Jesus! There 

is another challenge. Are we, as the church together, a good witness to 

who Jesus is? What sort of Jesus do people see when they see us? 

But in this we desperately need each other – each of us demonstrates 

different aspects of Jesus. He gave us different gifts to build up the 

church. Jesus had it all – he didn’t need the gifts of the Spirit - but we do. 

And none of us has all the gifts! None of us has all the wisdom, none 

has all the love, none has the ability to do all the serving, and so on – 

you get the picture.  
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That’s why it is vital to be together as church if we are going to be 

obedient to the call of God on our lives demonstrate Jesus to the world. 

There is an often quoted about the picture of a hot coal falling out of a 

fire and getting cold quickly. That shows how an individual coal needs to 

be with others to be on fire. This is a picture of people needing to be part 

of a fellowship of believers – the local church.  

But there is the other side to it. Not only does the coal that falls out get 

colder, but so does the fire itself! We need to be together as hot coals to 

be on fire for God – then we will make more difference and literally be 

the radiant church we read about in Ephesians 5.  

So, where are disciples being witnesses together – but witnesses to 

who? Looking at the text, we can see Judea, Samaria and the ends of 

the earth as being geographical locations – places we can translate into 

our situation here. That’s great – Aln Valley, Northumberland, England 

and the whole world! We do need to think like that.  

But how about also thinking of this prophetic and directional word from 

Jesus relating to as groups of people? Borders of countries in biblical 

times were more fluid and ill-defined than they usually are now. People 

were often more identified with the people group they came from. 

So, who are the types of people that we will be witnesses to? 

Jerusalem – locals, neighbours, people we know and like, familiar 

people, people that we have shared experiences with, people we work 

with, people we socialise with, family. 

Judea – not quite as local but sharing a similar geographical location – 

after all, Jerusalem was in Judea. People we come across less 

frequently. Still with shared experiences and but with a regional outlook. 

Still understandable and “canny” – by and large. 

Samaria – we are getting into slightly different territory here – remember 

Samaritans were hated and distrusted by the Jews. They had a very 

different culture. That is why Jesus’s picture of the good Samaritan was 

actually quite shocking to the people around him. So, for us – this may 

be people we really don’t like, we don’t understand – or - what we think 

we do understand about them puts us off. People we don’t want to 

associate with, people to avoid, people we don’t trust.  Those who 

maybe have treated us badly in the past – or are very likely to. People 

we are suspicious of.  
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The ends of the earth – we certainly know nothing about these people. 

We have not encountered them before. We’ve heard stories about them 

but have no direct experience. They may be asylum seekers or refugees 

or even worse – economic migrants! We can be afraid and uncertain of 

these unknown people - anything could happen if we got involved with 

them! 

Well – here is the bottom line – Jesus says we will be his witnesses to all 

these people. We are not in a position to pick and choose. Oh dear! 

Surely that’s going to be hard and challenging! Well, God provides the 

power for us to do it – that’s his side of the promise.  

What we need to do is not shy away from those we don’t like or 

understand, or are hostile to us. We are witnesses to them whether we 

like it or not! Remember – he that is in us is greater than he that is in the 

world. We have the upper hand! If God is for us – what can be against 

us? Remember that at the name of Jesus, every knee will bow – if not 

now – eventually.  

Remember that Jesus has already won the victory over death on the 

cross. He dealt with sin and disobedience in the world by dying for us 

and paying the price. And God raised him from the dead to prove it. We 

are redeemed people – set free. Destined for heaven, but living here. 

Declared righteous before God – and being sanctified – cleaned - made 

more and more into the people of God who truly reflect Jesus in their 

lives. 

What are we being witnesses about then? What is our testimony? 

It’s about Jesus and who he is. 

It’s about what he has done in our lives 

It’s about saying no to sin and going our way, and yes to life and going 

God’s way 

It’s about being adopted into God’s family  

It’s about becoming children of God 

It’s about knowing God as our loving heavenly father 

It’s about being rescued from death and hell  

It’s about having a hope and a destiny and a purpose both in this life and 

for eternity 
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But there’s more! 

Remember when Jesus went to the temple to set out his mission 

statement. He said this in Luke 4 quoting Isaiah 61: 

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 

    because he has anointed me 

    to proclaim good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 

    and recovery of sight for the blind, 

to set the oppressed free, 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.”[f] 

20 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes 

of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him. 21 He began by saying to them, 

“Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” 

What a statement! Jesus is saying that right now, the things prophesied 

in Isaiah all those years ago were coming to pass – right then and right 

there. He is announcing good news, freedom, miracles, the favour of 

God to restore what has been lost and destroyed. And he is doing it 

because he is anointed by God with the Holy Spirit.  

So, there is more to our witness to what God has done, than just 

personal salvation for us. We have a real message here that God has 

some very good news for the poor, the marginalised, the oppressed, the 

prisoner, the sick. He is in the restoration business! 

Back then, “the year of the Lords favour” would have been understood to 

relate to the year of Jubilee. Under the law of Moses this was supposed 

to happen every 50 years. Land was restored to its original owner; debt 

was wiped out and there was a new start for everyone. The poor were 

no longer destitute and landless – it was very good news for them. 

Jesus takes this forward to the present – where the message of good 

news of restoration is now part of what we are witness to. Not only can 

people be saved but they can also be restored. God’s blessing is 

tangible – it’s there for the poor to be provided for, the sick to be healed, 

the prisoner – of whatever may be imprisoning them – to be set free. 

And there is more! In Revelation 21, the bible tells us that there will be a 

new heaven and a new earth. Jesus says “I am making everything new!” 

That is not just restoration – that’s re-creation! And as part of that – the 

church will be made glorious and spotless for Jesus – and we will live 

with him forever where there will be no more crying or pain.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+4&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25083f
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So together – as a church we are witnesses to all this. We speak out the 

good news and we are the good news to all people – irrespective of who 

they are. That’s the challenge for us – together and individually.  

In the same way as the eyes of everyone in the synagogue were 

fastened on Jesus, the eyes of the world will be increasing on the 

church. In a world of increasing need, this is a real opportunity. People 

want to see a loving community that serves and blesses each other and 

the world around it. That makes a big impression. 

Are we going to represent Jesus in our lives and as the church together 

– and are we going to keep on being filled with the Spirit so that we can 

actually do it? 

I believe that we do want to do that and I believe that God has already 

put in in our hearts as a church. Let’s make sure we keep being true to 

our mission statement: 

Love God, love each other and serve the community   

- in the power and the name of Jesus. 

 

 


