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GATEWAY CHURCH NORTHUMBERLAND 

Jesus through all of time – Joss Bray 

30.4.17 

We’ve started a series of talks on Jesus in the Old Testament.  

Why bother with the OT? Well - the OT is the first part of our bibles and 

basically all of the Jewish scriptures. It’s stood the test of time over 

thousands of years. In it we find history, poetry, praise, prophecy, law – 

in fact it covers a great deal of ground.  

We also find in it the struggles of ordinary people like us, who get things 

right sometimes and wrong at others. The OT does not gloss over 

human failings, or human feelings. It does not sanitise the world and it 

does not make “politically correct” statements.  

So we read about wars and brutality, treachery, murder, adultery and 

godlessness. There can’t be many sins that aren’t in there – but at the 

same time we find that there is repentance and a God who forgives and 

empowers weak people to do amazing things for him. 

There are stories of great faith, self-sacrifice, bravery, love, 

reconciliation, restoration and joy. God’s blessing runs through the OT 

and his faithfulness to those who follow him is totally unshakeable. 

It’s all there – the whole human experience and much more. The 

historical accounts are historical e.g. the books of Kings, the poetry is 

poetical e.g. the Song of Solomon, the praise songs are amazing e.g. 

the Psalms, the prophecy is spot on e.g. Isaiah and the law is eternal 

e.g. the 10 commandments.  

And that’s all OK – BUT there is one really good reason in particular to 

take the OT seriously. And that is – because Jesus did. 

Jesus quoted from and referred to the OT a lot - not only did he know 

the scriptures – as Jewish people did - but he taught from them and 

applied them as no one else could. People were astounded by his 

teaching. Mark 1 says this about Jesus: 

 22 The people were amazed at his teaching, because he taught them as one who 

had authority, not as the teachers of the law.  

Jesus quotes from 19 different books of the OT and refers to 20 OT 

characters! That’s a lot of quoting – and a lot of teaching. He quoted 

from the book of Deuteronomy 3 times to counter the devil when he was 
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being tempted – and do you know what – the devil had no comeback. 

There is power in the words of the bible – even the OT! 

And there is a good reason for that – in 2 Timothy 3, Paul writes to his 

friend -  

15 …. from infancy, you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you 

wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is God-breathed and 

is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that 

the servant of God[a] may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

There is some controversy here about how much of the New Testament 

was written by this time. This was probably Paul’s last letter – so much 

of the NT is likely to have been known by then.  

In any case, - clearly, the OT was a major part of the “Holy Scriptures” - 

and amazingly, Paul refers to them as being able to bring wisdom about 

Jesus –all the way through to trusting him, being saved and growing as 

a disciple. 

So – Jesus trusted the OT and the NT writers also trusted it. So, we can 

trust it – and maybe we should study it more. 

But what about Jesus in the OT? Is there anything about him in it? Did 

he appear in it? He wasn’t born yet – so how can he be in it?? 

Here’s the thing though. Jesus was and is eternal – he lived before the 

beginning of time. Listen to this in John 1 -  

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; 

without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life 

was the light of all mankind. 

Aren’t those amazing words?   

The word of God with a capital W is Jesus – he became God’s very 

Word to us in human form – amazingly being both man and God at the 

same time. God’s own son was born on the earth – BUT -  

Jesus was there right at the start of the universe – more than that, he 

was both with God and he was God.  And there’s even more than that – 

in Genesis 1 it says: 

1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth was 

formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of 

God was hovering over the waters. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Timothy+3:15-17&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29871a
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There was the Spirit of God – the Holy Spirit – right there at the 

beginning. No wonder it says in Genesis 1: 

26 Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, 

Right from the beginning – whether you believe in the literal 6 day 

creation or not – it’s very clear. God created everything – and he was 

there as the Trinity – God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy 

Spirit.  

It was through Jesus that 100 billion stars were created in each of 100 

billion galaxies. 

This is of course, impossible to grasp and understand fully. But that’s OK 

– if we could understand God completely, then He wouldn’t be much of a 

God would he! The good news is that He knows this! 

That is one of the reasons he did send Jesus – his Son – to us to show 

us who he is and to let us know in a very tangible way that he loves us 

and wants us to know him. So, 1 John 1 it says:  

1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen 

with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we 

proclaim concerning the Word of life. 2 The life appeared; we have seen it and testify 

to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has 

appeared to us. 3 We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also 

may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, 

Jesus Christ.  

And Jesus himself said in John 8: 

58 “Very truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I am!” 

What a statement – and not lost on the religious leaders of the day who 

were outraged and tried to kill him at that point – because he was in fact 

claiming to be God and they knew it. 

There you are – Jesus is now and was from the beginning. So, what was 

he doing during OT times?  

For a start, he probably appeared several times as “the angel of the 

Lord” in the OT – in what are called “Theophany’s” or “Christophanys”. 

Last week Dave told us about the Commander of the Armies of the Lord 

in Joshua 5 – and this seems to be one of these times Jesus appeared. 

Remember, we were challenged on” who is your captain”? Who do we 

follow and trust? 
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So why do people believe that this was Jesus? Well the characteristics 

of this “Angel of the Lord” as given in the various passages include 

these: 

• He is identified as God (Judges 6:11, 14; Zechariah 12:8). 

• He performed miracles (Judges 6:21; 13:20). 

• People thought they would die because they saw the “Angel” face 

to face (Judges 6:22; 13:22). 

• His name is “wonderful” (Judges 13:18; cf., Isaiah 9:6). 

There are other pointers, but for me a really important factor is that the 

angel of the Lord in Joshua 5 allowed Joshua to worship him – an 

ordinary angel would not have allowed that as worship is only for God. 

When someone actually asked who he was, this is what happened in 

Judges 13: 

 17 Then Manoah inquired of the angel of the Lord, “What is your name, so that we 

may honour you when your word comes true?” 

18 He replied, “Why do you ask my name? It is beyond understanding. 

And that’s fair enough isn’t it – Jesus hadn’t come to earth yet incarnate 

as a human – how could Manoah understand. And we read also that 

angels in general had names – Michael or Gabriel – for example that 

were very understandable. But this “angel of the Lord” was different and 

at that point, who he was, was not understandable to humans. 

Just to note that there were plenty of angelic visits in the NT – but they 

were always described as being from “an angel of the Lord” – not “the 

Angel of the Lord”. So – not the same  - which makes sense as Jesus 

was here then as a human person – albeit God as well. 

So – it seems that there is Jesus – appearing to people at various times 

in the OT – which is pretty amazing. But is there anything there telling 

people that he would come as saviour on the earth? Yes – there are 

many prophecies about this in the OT. 

Some say there are over 350 – but I have found a list of 44 clear ones 

that are a very good start. No doubt we will be looking at some of them 

in future weeks. So, just to prepare the ground we can say this. 

http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Judges%206.11
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Judges%206.14
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Zechariah%2012.8
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Judges%206.21
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Judges%2013.20
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Judges%206.22
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Judges%2013.22
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Judges%2013.18
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Isaiah%209.6
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It is absolutely remarkable that so much detail is given about Jesus, the 

Messiah – the chosen one, in the OT. And it’s not stuff he could sort of 

manufacture or make happen. 

Jesus – the incarnate messiah – the chosen one who became flesh and 

took on a human body – is present throughout OT prophecy. It is so 

much so that after he was resurrected, he could teach all about himself 

to people just using the OT scriptures. In Luke 24 a couple of 

disheartened disciples were walking along the road to Emmaus. Jesus 

met them but they didn’t recognise him. This is what happened: 

17 He asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk along?” 

They stood still, their faces downcast. 18 One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, 

“Are you the only one visiting Jerusalem who does not know the things that have 

happened there in these days?” 

19 “What things?” he asked. 

“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in word and 

deed before God and all the people. 20 The chief priests and our rulers handed him 

over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified him; 21 but we had hoped that he 

was the one who was going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third day 

since all this took place. 22 In addition, some of our women amazed us. They went to 

the tomb early this morning 23 but didn’t find his body. They came and told us that 

they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. 24 Then some of our 

companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they did 

not see Jesus.” 

25 He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the 

prophets have spoken! 26 Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then 

enter his glory?” 27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to 

them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself. 

Wow – that speaks for itself doesn’t it. A very human story of 

disappointment and not understanding and then a divine encounter 

which led to transformed lives. 

That’s the same for us, isn’t it? Has anyone here been disappointed, 

despairing and downcast - is anyone not understanding what’s 

happened or where God is in it all? I tell you – come and meet Jesus – 

and your life will be transformed. Many of us can testify to that.  

Let Jesus open your eyes and see things differently – he brings hope 

and meaning and new life just as he did to the disciples on the Emmaus 

road. 
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So the next question is - where is he now? After the resurrection, Jesus 

hung around with many people who became witnesses of what had 

happened. He then went up into heaven – the ascension – and is 

reigning with God the Father. So that is why on the day of Pentecost, 

Peter could write this in Acts 2 -  

32 God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of it. 33 Exalted to the 

right hand of God, he has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has 

poured out what you now see and hear. 

Jesus had actually promised it. He told his disciples this before he died 

in John 14: 

16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be 

with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it 

neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be[c] 

in you. 18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Before long, the world 

will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 

Jesus says – “because I live – you also will live”. Do we want life? You 

see, it is possible to choose life. Jesus died and rose again so that we 

may live. He took the punishment for everything wrong in our lives and 

overcame death so we can have life forever with Him. 

The Jesus who was, and who is, and who will be for ever, invites you 

and me now, to come and follow him. The Jesus through whom 

everything was created, loves us and gave everything for us. That’s 

something really worth getting a hold of and responding to by giving our 

lives to him.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26686c

