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The challenge of the unexpected and the unusual – Part 3 – Joss 

Bray 

Over the last few weeks we’ve been looking at the challenges that faced 

the Christians in the early church. 

It seems to me that God is particularly wanting to say something to us 

about the boldness and security that comes from knowing He is control.  

We’ve heard talks from Dave and Mark about that. 

I’ve talked about what happened when unexpected and unusual things 

happened to the first Christians. 

We looked at how Jesus was certainly unusual and unexpected – 

although he should have been expected because of the strong themes 

about a saviour to rescue us – a messiah – anointed by God - in the 

bible of that time – our Old Testament.  

We heard about his death, and resurrection and ascension into heaven 

– from where he will come back in glory – and without any doubt this 

time over who he is. 

The early Christians did the only things they knew in the face of these 

huge events. 

They stuck together, they prayed together, and they looked in the 

scriptures to try and understand what to do next.  

What did happen next was the astounding pouring out of the power of 

God when the Holy Spirit came at Pentecost. 

Jesus had said to wait until the power came. 

He had also said that he would not leave them on their own. 

When the Spirit of God came – those promises were fulfilled in a way the 

disciples couldn’t have imagined. 

There was real power for healing and for people to be saved, there was 

amazing loving fellowship, there was confidence and boldness that went 

far above human effort, there was hope for the future – a real sense of 

purpose and the knowledge that God was with them. 
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This is what we want to live in – here – as the church now.  

Remember – we are just part of the church that has existed for 2000 

years – we are no different from those first Christians, God is no different 

now – therefore these are the things we should expect to characterise us 

– the church today. 

When Jesus says something – it’s going to happen folks! 

So, when he says in Mathew 16: 

I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. 

He is actually going to do it – it is happening now and will keep 

happening! 

Jesus is building His church – not even the mustered power of the 

enemy can crush it – whatever it may feel like or appear. 

Many things happened to the early church recorded in the book of Acts – 

many unexpected and unusual things – and a lot of them could have 

resulted in discouragement and disillusionment.  

They were arrested repeatedly and put in jail, they were threatened with 

death, they were flogged, stoned and killed, driven out of their homes to 

become refugees in other countries, they faced demonic opposition and 

were beaten, and ship wrecked. 

What is more – even in the church itself, they faced dishonesty, division 

and disagreement, and false teaching that had to be clearly dealt with! 

So, the early Christians could have said – this is too hard, what have we 

got ourselves into, is it worth it?  

That is something that all of us can feel at one time or another. 

So, what is it that kept them going? 

What is it that keeps us going? 

We are going to face increasing amounts of opposition as church just as 

they did. 

This will be subtle or overt – hidden or open – from inside or outside! 

It seems to me that there are two vital things to remember. 

Two things that we need to keep reminding ourselves of when things 

happen that are difficult – but also when things are going well. 
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These fundamental truths are: 

Who God is 

And  

Who We are  

I believe that if we are absolutely sure about these two basic truths, we 

can face anything that the gates of hell can throw at us. 

So – who is God? – how can we even begin to understand the creator of 

everything, of planets, of beauty, his holiness, his awesome power, the 

person who gives and sustains all life, the Father who loved us so much 

that he wasn’t prepared to sit back and watch us die in sin – but did 

something about it – even though it cost him watching his own son suffer 

and die instead of us.  

He is love – that’s what the bible says – but he is so much more! He is a 

God of Justice, of mercy, patient, yet jealous and can be angry. He is a 

God of vengeance who will see to it that in the end, sin will be destroyed 

and there will be no more crying or pain. 

He is the king above all kings – the Lord of all Lords. There is no one like 

him. No one can stand against him.  

He is a God of power who raised his Son Jesus from the dead – to prove 

once and for all that death has no hold and that old enemy is beaten. 

God showed us exactly what he is like in Jesus - Hebrews 1:3 says: 

The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, 

sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, 

he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.  

So, in Jesus – we see God the Father himself – his very nature. We see 

all the attributes of God in him because he is God. We see his love, his 

mercy, his anger, his power, his wisdom and so much more. All things 

were created through him. He is coming back to judge the living and the 

dead – and to make all things new. 

If anyone asks you what God is like – point them to Jesus – that’s what 

God, the Father did. 

God is a God who is intimately involved with the world and his people – 

who can call him their father. 

That’s because Jesus made the way – he is the way to the Father. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+1%3A3&version=NIVUK
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If someone asks you how to know God – point them to Jesus – HE is the 

way to the Father – there isn’t any other – despite what people think.  

Why did Jesus suffer and die for us if there was another way?  

Why did God send his son if it wasn’t absolutely essential? 

God had for thousands of years dealt with his people Israel with 

patience, discipline, mercy and blessing – but it wasn’t enough. 

Sin kept on – kept clinging on to God’s people. They tried so often – but 

failed so often. 

God knew there was only one way to reconcile people to him and that 

was to do what he did do – he sent Jesus. 

You see - He is not distant but right here with us - not leaving us but 

living in us because his Spirit lives in us – the very Spirit of God! 

That’s just scraping the surface of who God is. 

We need to get that right – in our hearts and minds – our very core 

needs to know this. Our foundation is God the Father, revealed in Jesus, 

living in us. 

So, who are we? 

This is what the bible says in 1 John 3:1 

See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children 

of God! And that is what we are!  

It starts with God the Father – his love for us. 

If we accept that love – if we turn away from sin – things that separate 

us form that love – if we know that Jesus was raised from the dead and 

we can say that He is Lord - then we are children of God. That is our one 

and only right – given to us by God himself. 

We are sons and daughters of the living almighty God who loves us 

without limit and we need to realise that we live in the privilege and 

responsibility of that.  

That’s who we are – that’s who he is. 

In 1 Peter 2:9 it says this about us: 

But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special 

possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness 

into his wonderful light.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+3%3A1&version=NIVUK
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Wow – so who are we: 

We are chosen by God himself, its no accident we are here now today. 

We are royal – sons and daughters of the King, with all those privileges 

and responsibilities that brings. 

We are priests – people who show others the way to God that we have 

been shown. 

We are Holy – made holy by a holy God who himself paid the penalty for 

our unholiness so we can be clean and right with him. 

We are a nation – we have a King and an identity that nothing can shake 

– we are citizens of heaven – the earth is not our home. A nation is 

under the protection of its ruler – as we are.  

We are God’s special possession – we are special to God – the bible 

says the hairs of our head are numbered – that’s how special we are to 

him. We are owned by God – the Holy Spirit who lives in us is his seal of 

ownership on our lives – and he cannot be removed. 

We are called to be people who aren’t just recipients of all this – we are 

not just takers – but God asks for our praise – and why not! We were 

wandering around in darkness – now there is wonderful light. We are 

people who see in the light how things really are – not grope in the 

darkness for something we don’t even know is there. 

When we know – deep inside – who God is – and when we know deep 

inside who we are - then we can face anything.  

In I John 4:18 – it says this 

perfect love drives out fear 

God is love and he has perfect love for us. 

Therefore, we need not fear anything or anyone – that is what the early 

Christians found – the same is true for us. 

If you haven’t responded to the call of God and love of God yet in your 

life – now is the time.  

All of what I have said can apply to you – but you need to say yes to 

God. Say no to sin and yes to Jesus. Its as simple as that - yet its 

lifechanging freedom - and you will never be the same again. 

I urge you now to choose life - lets pray…. 


