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GATEWAY CHURCH NORTHUMBERLAND 

Are we ready? – Joss Bray 

16.12.18 

Here we are – Christmas is almost upon us. 

But are we ready? 

Ready for what? 

Advent means “coming” 

What’s coming? 

Who’s coming? 

Are we ready? 

Remember – be Relaxed in God, be Reliant on God, be Ready for God 

What does it mean to be ready for God? 

It’s all a bit like pregnancy –  

• Joy 

• Expectancy 

• Hopes and dreams 

• Anxiety 

• Uncomfortable 

• Preparation 

• Gathering 

• Busyness 

• Looking for signs 

• A last desperate rush 

That all sounds a bit like Christmas as well! 

Is being ready for God like that for us - personally? 

Or are we a bit - 

• Joyless 

• Unexpectant 

• Asleep 

• Numb 

• Unprepared 
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• Not really bothered 

• Not looking out or listening 

• Not doing what we should 

We can all get a bit like that at times. 

But we are called to something different – something more. 

There’s a lot of talk of virgins at Christmas. 

Here’s what Jesus had to say about them – translated “young women” 

here- in Matthew 25: 

 “At that time the Kingdom of heaven will be like this. Once there were ten young 

women who took their oil lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them 

were foolish, and the other five were wise. 3 The foolish ones took their lamps but did 

not take any extra oil with them, 4 while the wise ones took containers full of oil for 

their lamps. 5 The bridegroom was late in coming, so they began to nod and fall 

asleep. 

6 “It was already midnight when the cry rang out, ‘Here is the bridegroom! Come and 

meet him!’ 7 The ten young women woke up and trimmed their lamps. 8 Then the 

foolish ones said to the wise ones, ‘Let us have some of your oil, because our lamps 

are going out.’ 9 ‘No, indeed,’ the wise ones answered, ‘there is not enough for you 

and for us. Go to the store and buy some for yourselves.’ 10 So the foolish ones went 

off to buy some oil; and while they were gone, the bridegroom arrived. The five who 

were ready went in with him to the wedding feast, and the door was closed. 

11 “Later the others arrived. ‘Sir, sir! Let us in!’ they cried out. 12 ‘Certainly not! I don't 

know you,’ the bridegroom answered.” 

13 And Jesus concluded, “Watch out, then, because you do not know the day or the 

hour. 

It’s a bit brutal isn’t it - Jesus didn’t mince his words. 

The young women were all invited but then they were in – or they were 

out. 

The bible talks about Jesus as the bridegroom and the Church as his 

bride – who he is coming back for. 

And we don’t know when – so are we ready – or are we unprepared? 

Being ready for God is about many things. 

But overall, it’s an actively expecting him to act – remember “desperately 

expecting breakthrough” – that’s what it’s about. 

And that’s for the here and now - and it’s for the future 
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He’s with us now through his Spirit and but he’s coming back in glory! 

Are we ready - Are we obedient, are we wise and are we worshipping? 

You see, God loves us very much – he wants the best for us – and the 

best is knowing his love, having a real hope for the future – an assured 

destiny for ever. 

He loved the world so much that he sent his Son to rescue and redeem 

the fallen world. 

He bought back creation by paying the highest price possible. 

And it all started with an obedient young woman, an unexpected 

pregnancy, and the first Christmas. 

But it’s a challenge to all of us – are we going to be wise or foolish – are 

we going to be in or out? 

He invites us all to come to him – and he did it by coming to us first. 

Remember, Jesus didn’t come to a 5-star hotel when he was born! 

He came to somewhere a lot more real and messy and needing a clean. 

Just like we are. 

We cannot say that we are beyond saving, or a hopeless case, or too far 

gone – God does not say this – so why should we? 

Jesus came to seek and save the lost - that’s exactly what he said in 

Luke 19. 

Are we ready to welcome him into our lives – perhaps for the first time – 

perhaps coming back to him - as Lord and Saviour?  

He has the power and love to lift us up and to give us a new hope and a 

new start, to forgive us our sin – it’s like being born again – it is being 

born again! 

What’s not to like – let’s get ready – let’s do it now! 

 

 

 


