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GATEWAY CHURCH NORTHUMBERLAND   

We are the people of God - Amen! – Joss Bray 

17.3.19 

We’ve got to the end of Paul’s letter to the Philippians! 

In a real way, it is also Paul’s letter to us. 

It’s great – it’s full of personal warmth and love - as well as teaching and 

rebuking – in a loving way of course. 

It’s also full of joy and encouragement to rejoice – even if in difficult 

circumstances. 

In it, we learnt about how Paul was praying for his friends – wanting 

them to be full of Jesus and full of his grace. 

We learnt about giving – and not just giving money or things – but giving 

of ourselves as people with time and effort and real relationship. 

We learnt about being content in all circumstances – easier said than 

done – Paul was in jail when he wrote this letter – literally in chains. 

But he knew that what had happened to him meant that many people 

heard and saw the good news about Jesus – many who would not 

otherwise have been reached. 

And remember that Paul had got to the point where he could say that “to 

live is Christ and to die is gain.” – an amazing statement. 

His focus was on Jesus the Christ – Jesus who was certainly a man but 

who was also certainly God.  

Jesus who now reigns as king of all Kings – and Lord of all Lords above 

everything else. 

Paul was pressing on towards the goal when he would be with Jesus 

forever in heaven – he was on a journey. 

He had to learn, sometimes the hard way. about following Jesus – but 

he didn’t complain, and he urged his friends not to complain either. 

He knew the peace of God in all circumstances and he wanted them to 

have it too and not be anxious about anything. 
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He urged them to resolve issues between themselves – issues that 

came up between people who worked hard for the gospel – the good 

news of Jesus.  

These things will happen – but what united them was far, far more 

important than what divided them. 

If they looked back from the perspective of eternity – I am sure they 

would say words to the effect of: 

“What was all that about? And why was I getting worked up about that?” 

and even “How could I have been so stupid?”  etc. 

Paul urged his friends – his brothers and sisters to look up and look 

ahead – to look at eternity – so they could live life fully and productively 

and joyfully in the present. 

So, it tells us a lot about Paul and about the Philippians. 

But of course, this is a message for all of us right here and right now. 

It’s completely relevant and timely – and that’s why we have the word of 

God written down – he has given us everything we need to live as he 

wants. 

And the Holy Spirit himself opens our eyes to what is in here and gives 

us the power to be people of God. 

That is so good isn’t it! We have everything we need to live life – and to 

live it to the full. 

So now we come to the last section of the letter – Philippians 4: 

20 To our God and Father be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

21 Greet all God’s people in Christ Jesus. The brothers and sisters who are with me 

send greetings. 22 All God’s people here send you greetings, especially those who 

belong to Caesar’s household. 

23 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen. 

Did you notice the “amens” there? 

I can be easy to overlook them and their importance. 

We see “amen” it used in the bible in various ways especially at the end 

of prayers and by Jesus himself in the gospels. 

In Hebrew and Greek, amen means –  
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“Truly”, “I tell you the truth” and “Verily”  

It also has the flavour of “certainly” as well. 

People can use it to express strong agreement – “Amen brother!” 

People think it means “let it be” – which isn’t quite the full deal. 

But here’s the thing - Jesus himself is the big Amen – the final and 

definitive amen: 

Revelation 3 – Jesus says: 

14 ‘To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: These are the words of the Amen, 

the faithful and true witness, the ruler of God’s creation.  

So, we express a certainty, a truth when we say amen – it’s an 

expression of faith in both the truth of what is said and in Jesus himself. 

He is the truth – he embodies – literally – the truth of God – the truth 

about the world, the future, heaven and everything! 

This is something to remember when we see amen in the bible or speak 

it out! 

We are affirming that it’s the truth and it is certain and in fact, it’s all 

about Jesus! 

Here at the end of Philippians, as well as 2 more amens, Paul 

emphasises some very important things to remember: 

20 To our God and Father be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

It’s all about Him. 

Whatever we - the church – does – however we live – whatever we say 

– whatever we do – needs to bring glory to God. 

We are his children – he is our Father – we want to please him – we 

want to honour him – we want to give him the glory – not ourselves. 

At least – that is what we should want! 

But this is just what Jesus did – he gave glory and honour to his 

heavenly Father. 

This is vital – so when we read previously in chapter 4: 

13 I can do all this through him who gives me strength. 
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And this is the answer when we find it hard, or we fall short again – we 

can do it - all of it - with strength from God. 

How do we get this strength? 

If Jesus is our Lord, then we have turned away from sin that separates 

us from God.  

We have decided to respond to the love and call of God to follow him. 

We are made new – born again – the old has gone – there is a new way 

of life now with a certain purpose destiny that no one or nothing can take 

away – Amen! 

And - the Spirit of God lives in as a seal – a deposit of all this – and we 

can be filled with him so we can live supernatural lives. 

We should have lives that have the fruit of the Spirit – love, joy peace 

and so on – as well as having the gifts of the Spirit to build each other up 

and show the world the love and might and glory of God. 

So, when we read: 

23 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen. 

Paul is saying all of this in shorthand with a big Amen at the end – it is 

the truth – certain – and verily! 

He is praying that his friends will be filled with and demonstrate the 

same nature that Jesus has. 

That is his heart and passion for them – it’s the best that he can pray for 

them. 

So, when we read this: 

21 Greet all God’s people in Christ Jesus. The brothers and sisters who are with me 

send greetings. 22 All God’s people here send you greetings, especially those who 

belong to Caesar’s household. 

Paul is speaking to us and the whole church across the ages and across 

the continents.  

Its as if he is saying to us right now: 

I greet you – God’s people! 

My brothers and sisters in Christ greet you! 

All of Gods people here greet you! 



5 
 

Paul was just a bloke – like you or me. 

He was born in a particular time, in particular circumstances – and God 

used him mightily. 

He would say to us – as he says to the Philippians – do the same – give 

your life to God – be filled up with his power and love – do mighty things 

to glorify your God and saviour. 

And I really believe that this is a time when he is stirring up like-minded 

people – Christians who are desperate for the kingdom of God to come. 

He is joining people who are passionate about the word of God and the 

Spirit of God to rise up and be the Church of God that demonstrates all 

of this that we have been talking about. 

Its not about denominations, its not about ecumenical organisations, its 

not even about big worship events with big platforms and big name 

speakers. 

Its about the real church emerging and being the body of Jesus in the 

world – right here and right now. 

Its about our brothers and sisters in Christ – In Shilbottle, in Alnwick, in 

Belford, in Amble, in Morpeth, in Durham, in Blyth, in Waddington – yes 

and even in Cuba! 

We have heard the call coming down over the generations – we must 

respond – we must rise up – Hebrews 12 says this: 

12 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us 

throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run 

with perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer 

and perfecter of faith. 

It is when we do this – then the prospect of revival becomes a reality. 

Do you want to see an amazing move of God where people are 

overwhelmed by his presence and give their lives to him? 

We must throw off what holds us back – get rid of sin – it just tangles us 

up – it cripples us – it separates us from God – it’s not worth it! 

God is preparing his church – like a bride prepares for a wedding – and 

you know how important and serious that can be! 
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He wants us to be the people that reflect his glory – who can lead others 

- who can make disciples for Jesus – who are filled to overflowing with 

his Spirit! 

There’s a great cloud of witnesses including Paul from over the ages 

cheering us on! 

Let’s run – and let’s keep running. 

Let’s persevere - and keep on persevering. 

Let’s fix our eyes only on what matters – and that is Jesus who started 

all things - and will finish all things – to the Glory of God! 

Amen! 

23 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen. 

 

 

 

 


