
DISCIPLESHIP GROUP NOTES FROM SUNDAY MARCH 24th 2019 
Luke 23: 32-43 ~ Dave Harbertson 

 
Luke 23:32-43 ~ Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be 
executed. When they came to the place called the Skull, they crucified him there, along with 
the criminals – one on his right, the other on his left. Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them, for 
they do not know what they are doing.’ And they divided up his clothes by casting lots. 

 

The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, ‘He saved 
others; let him save himself if he is God’s Messiah, the Chosen One.’  The soldiers also 
came up and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar 37 and said, ‘If you are the king of 
the Jews, save yourself.’  There was a written notice above him, which read: THIS IS THE KING 

OF THE JEWS.  
 

One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: ‘Aren’t you the Messiah? Save 
yourself and us!’  But the other criminal rebuked him. ‘Don’t you fear God,’ he said, ‘since 
you are under the same sentence? We are punished justly, for we are getting what our 
deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.’  Then he said, ‘Jesus, remember me 
when you come into your kingdom]’ Jesus answered him, ‘Truly I tell you, today you will be 
with me in paradise.’ 
 

1. What do people remember from the talk on Sunday? 
 

2.  Jesus loves the outcast ~ one of the criminals responded to Jesus. We don’t know  
anything about him except he was a criminal. But he was the first one into paradise! He was 
insignificant to the world but not to God! 

 
Have you ever said, “How can God love me?” or “God doesn’t love me!” or  
“I’m not good enough”?  
What do you think God sees when He looks at you? 
Who is heaven for? 

 
      3.  Calvary was a place of grace ~ we can get everything from God for free because Jesus  

paid the price on the cross. God wants us to be with Him for ever. We can’t earn the love of 
God. Jesus died on the cross that we would be forgiven for everything we have done, said 
and thought throughout our life ~ God loves us unconditionally! 
 
When you think of Jesus dying on the cross, how does it make you feel? 
Do you believe that He died for you, so that you can know God’s unconditional love and 
know that your sins are forgiven? 

 
      4.  Calvary is a place of faith ~ the thief committed himself to Jesus as he was dying. He had  

the faith to believe in Jesus and trusted his eternal destiny to Him. Once we give our life to  
Jesus, we live our life based on faith in Him. 
 
Do you believe that Jesus is the Son of God? 
Can you say that Jesus is Lord and that you live a life of faith in Him? 

 
      5.  Calvary is a place of response ~ one thief chose to respond to Jesus, the other didn’t.  

Everyone has the same choice ~ to say “Yes” to God or “No” to God, to trust in God or not 
to trust in God.  

 
 Illustration of the three crosses below … 
 
 Which side of the cross are you on? 



YES YES NO 

 

 
 
 

John 3:16 
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, 

that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 
 
 

 
 Let’s pray… 
 
 
 For others … 
 
 
 To accept Jesus… 
 
 Lord Jesus 
  
 I am sorry for the things I have done wrong in my life 
 (Take a few moments to ask for His forgiveness for anything particular on your conscience) 
  
 Please forgive me. I now turn from everything that I know is wrong. 
 
 Thank you that you died on the cross for me so that I could be forgiven and set free. 
 
 Thank you that you offer me forgiveness and the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

I now receive that gift. 
 
I give you my life from now on.  
Be Lord of my life.  
Please come into my life by your Holy Spirit to be with me forever. 

 
 Thank you, Jesus. 
 
 Amen 
 


