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GATEWAY CHURCH NORTHUMBERLAND 

14.4.19 

Get Ready – Joss Bray 

We are in the run up to Easter. 

Different people get ready for Easter in different ways – or not at all. 

It’s a lot easier for us than the first followers of Jesus 

Because we know what happened. 

And they didn’t grasp it until afterwards. 

If you think about it, life with Jesus was a bit of a rollercoaster ride for 

them. 

Over 3 years, they had had the excitement of something new happening 

in a sleepy fishing village, a change of lifestyle, they had met someone 

who was worth following, they had brilliant teaching – maybe hard to 

understand at times – but still brilliant. 

They saw miracles and did them themselves - miracles of healing, 

people being set free from demons, crowds of thousands of people 

gathering. 

There was walking on water, more than enough food for thousands and 

the bonus of unlimited wine at weddings! 

They had given up jobs and family to be “in full time ministry” – that must 

have meant that they were pretty special eh? 

Jesus had chosen them himself. 

They were the “in” crowd – right there with the great teacher with some 

reflected glory perhaps – but they weren’t going to turn that down. 

They were already planning where they would be sitting in heaven – 

even wanting the best seats and arguing about it. 

They had been challenged – yes – taken out of their comfort zone 

perhaps. 

For example - they were sent out in twos to preach and cast out demons 

and heal – with the authority of Jesus. 
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They had to rely on God’s provision for places to stay and eat – 

hospitality and shelter - but that was all good. 

And there was a bit of opposition – but they were so confident that they 

considered calling fire down from heaven to deal with it – not their best 

idea. 

Even when Peter had got it spectacularly wrong at one point and had to 

be forcefully corrected – to his credit, he didn’t stop following Jesus – he 

took it and carried on. 

But the thing was - Jesus was around – he was there for them  

Perhaps they felt they could do anything, and that they were at the 

forefront of what God was doing – which of course they were. 

They knew he loved them and cared for them. 

The kingdom of God was near, very near, there was power, there was 

hope, there was a glorious future - but it didn’t turn out quite how they 

expected… 

Jesus did try to warn them of course. 

But they didn’t or they couldn’t hear him – they had one view of the 

future and even Jesus wasn’t going to spoil that. 

So here was one time in Luke18 he told them what was going to happen 

– and it wasn’t the first time: 

31 Jesus took the Twelve aside and told them, ‘We are going up to Jerusalem, and 

everything that is written by the prophets about the Son of Man will be fulfilled. 32 He 

will be handed over to the Gentiles. They will mock him, insult him and spit on him; 
33 they will flog him and kill him. On the third day he will rise again.’ 

34 The disciples did not understand any of this. Its meaning was hidden from them, 

and they did not know what he was talking about. 

Seems pretty clear from our point of view doesn’t it? 

But they were too wrapped up in their own agendas and understanding – 

which sounds all too familiar to us today – a trap not to fall into. 

I think we would have been exactly the same.  

The first disciples, they weren’t supermen, superstars or superheroes. 

They were just like us – Jesus called people of every sort to follow and 

he still does. 
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Anyway - even after he had tried to tell them, things went pretty well – 

there was the amazing triumphal entry into Jerusalem – in Luke 19 – its 

Palm Sunday: 

28 After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29 As he 

approached Bethphage and Bethany at the hill called the Mount of Olives, he sent 

two of his disciples, saying to them, 30 ‘Go to the village ahead of you, and as you 

enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and 

bring it here. 31 If anyone asks you, “Why are you untying it?” say, “The Lord needs 

it.”’ 32 Those who were sent ahead went and found it just as he had told them. 33 As 

they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, ‘Why are you untying the colt?’ 
34 They replied, ‘The Lord needs it.’ 35 They brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on 

the colt and put Jesus on it. 36 As he went along, people spread their cloaks on the 

road. 37 When he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of 

Olives, the whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all 

the miracles they had seen:  

38 ‘Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!’[b] 

‘Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!’ 

39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, ‘Teacher, rebuke your 

disciples!’ 40 ‘I tell you,’ he replied, ‘if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.’ 

So, one up for the disciples versus the pharisees then! 

Then when Jesus got to the temple, he drove out the money changing 

scammers and the animal selling opportunists – wow – this was great 

stuff. 

It was just what the disciples were hoping for – some real strength and 

literally overturning the system that had oppressed the people for so 

long.  

Surely Jesus would be made king of Jerusalem, the King of the Jews, 

and so much more.  

We know, of course, he was all that and more but there were some 

nasty shocks in store for the disciples – these people who had followed 

Jesus for 3 years – seemingly on the road to glory. 

It started with the last supper – Jesus was talking about his body being 

given up for them, his blood poured out for them. 

He talked about how one of them would betray him – and even then, 

they argued amongst themselves about that and then argued about 

which of them was the greatest! 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+19&version=NIVUK#fen-NIVUK-25770b
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I wonder how exasperated Jesus must have been – he knew what was 

in their hearts and minds anyway – but even after all his teaching and 

example they still didn’t get it. 

He told them again that to lead – to be greater – even greatest amongst 

others - you must be the servant of all.  

And – in Jesus’s graciousness and love he didn’t say – right that’s it – 

I’ve had enough – you’re out! 

No – in fact, he promised them their hearts desire – a place with him on 

thrones in Heaven – but it was his to give – not theirs to take. 

You can read about it in Luke 22 – it’s a momentous chapter with a huge 

amount in it.  

And then there was Peter – so eager not to repeat his mistakes and so 

keen to show he loved Jesus. 

But Jesus had some more bad news for him – that before the night 

ended, he would say 3 times that he didn’t even know Jesus.  

And of course – we know how it turned out – it happened exactly as 

Jesus had said. 

Jesus was betrayed, arrested, disowned, beaten, scourged, crucified.  

Just as he had told them - several times. 

And just as had been prophesied in the Old Testament. 

So, for the disciples – what a time that must have been. 

When he was crucified - utter despair – utter disbelief that he would let 

himself be arrested and tortured and killed – and utter wretchedness that 

they deserted him when he needed them most. 

They weren’t so cocky then were they? 

But then the rollercoaster took another twist - on the third day he rose 

again from the dead. 

Which was absolutely amazing! 

Perhaps we can imagine them hearing about the empty tomb from the 

women and wanting to just make sure for themselves. 

I wonder if they looked at each other and said – “you didn’t move his 

body, did you?” or something similar. 
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You see, they were completely in uncharted territory then. 

What were they going to do – what were they thinking? 

They had no experience, no protocols to follow, no handbook of the 

early church, this had not happened before, and they had no idea what 

was going to happen next. 

Except of course – they should have had some idea! 

Jesus did try to tell them – in John 14 

16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be 

with you for ever – 17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it 

neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be[c] 

in you. 18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Before long, the world 

will not see me any more, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20 On 

that day you will realise that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. 

And then - 

26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will 

teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. 27 Peace I 

leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not 

let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. 

28 ‘You heard me say, “I am going away and I am coming back to you.” If you loved 

me, you would be glad that I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I. 
29 I have told you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you will 

believe.  

Jesus loves his disciples very much – then and now – whoever follows 

him and does what he says.  

He doesn’t want us to be afraid. 

He does want us to have peace. 

He does want us to believe in who he is and his love for us. 

He wants us to know that unless he died for us – then we couldn’t know 

God as our father – we would be separated forever by sin unless that 

was washed away by his blood - by his very body given for us. 

He didn’t leave us “as orphans” - children with no parental guidance and 

no security and no support. 

He promised his disciples then, and he promises us now, that he lives is 

in us by his Spirit – he can’t be closer than that – you can’t be closer to 

anyone than that.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14&version=NIVUK#fen-NIVUK-26686c
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The Holy Spirit is described as the advocate – the one who supports us 

and speaks for us – that’s what advocate means. 

The Holy Spirit is truth – everything that is Holy – everything of God – 

everything that is true – is in Him. 

He teaches and empowers us – he prompts us to do the right thing. 

He convicts us of sin – not condemns – but shows us the right way. 

He leads us on the path that leads to life – not death. 

And unless Jesus had gone through all that he did, unless he had died 

and rose again, unless he had defeated death - then we would not have 

the spirit of God living in us. 

So, Easter is not just about what happened in Jerusalem 2000 years ago 

but it’s also about getting ready for - and welcoming - the Holy Spirit 

now. 

If you are a disciple of Jesus – a Christian - then the Holy Spirit lives in 

you – that’s the promise and that’s the reality. 

But two things to briefly say are firstly: 

1. Don’t grieve the Spirit 

Ephesians 14: 

30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of 

redemption. 31 Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along 

with every form of malice. 32 Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving 

each other, just as in Christ God forgave you. 

We are sealed with the Spirit – that’s great - and it’s for ever – our 

guarantee of eternal life with God. 

And we love to experience the presence of God in our lives, don’t we? 

Well – that’s not going to happen very often if we grieve the Spirit. 

You see, we can cause Him suffering and distress and mourning - 

because that is what grieving means. 

Have you thought about that? 

So, let’s NOT do it – let’s not cause the Spirit grief. 

And let’s do what it says in the passage – basically to get rid of sin – 

don’t do it – don’t go there – don’t entertain temptation. 
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And secondly: 

2. Don’t quench the Spirit 

I Thessalonians 5 says: 

19 Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not treat prophecies with contempt 21 but test them 

all; hold on to what is good, 22 reject every kind of evil. 

We can quench the Spirit of God!  

We can stop him working among us when we meet - but we don’t want 

that do we! 

Quenching a fire is about - pouring water on, putting out, beating down, 

smothering – it’s the same with the Holy Spirit. 

If we don’t recognise him at work – for example if we don’t eagerly want 

prophecy and we don’t take it seriously – then he won’t be working. 

If we seek to control our meetings, to organise them too much, to keep 

to time even – at the expense of letting the Spirit work, then we will 

quench him.  

If we are distracted and not listening to Him or we are not aware of his 

presence, then we quench what he will do. 

We want to welcome Him don’t we! 

We want to see the Spirit of God work amazingly among us – and we 

have done. 

But there is always more – and we want and need more of God! 

If you are not yet a Christian – but you know that God has been 

speaking to you – calling you out to follow him – then this is the time to 

do something about it and give your life to him. 

Let’s all long to be filled with the Spirit of God. 

Let’s long to be filled with that same power that both enabled Jesus to 

suffer and die for us and then to rise in resurrection glory and to reign 

forever. 

That is our destiny too if we belong to him – so let’s get ready! 

 


