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DISCIPLESHIP GROUP NOTES FROM SUNDAY APRIL 14th 2019 
Get Ready ~ Joss Bray 

 
1. What do people remember from the talk on Sunday? 

 
2.  Three Years with Jesus 

Life for the disciples had been a rollercoaster ride. They’d had a complete change in lifestyle, 
met someone worth following, had brilliant teaching even if difficult to understand at times, saw 
miracles, did miracles, walked on water, plenty of food and unlimited wine at weddings! They’d 
given up jobs and families for full time ministry, been chosen by Jesus, they were the “in” 
crowd, planned where they would sit in heaven, been challenged and taken out of their comfort 
zone, seen amazing things, suffered opposition, relied on God’s provision and got it very wrong 
at times (particularly Peter). Jesus was there with them physically, they knew he loved them 
and that the Kingdom of God was very near ~ power, hope and a glorious future! 

 
➢ In what ways can you relate to the disciples? 

 
3.  The Run up to Easter 

Jesus tried to warn the disciples of what was to come ~ but they didn’t hear 
 
Luke 18:31-34 ~ And taking the twelve, he said to them, “See, we are going up to Jerusalem, 
and everything that is written about the Son of Man by the prophets will be accomplished. For 
he will be delivered over to the Gentiles and will be mocked and shamefully treated and spit 
upon. And after flogging him, they will kill him, and on the third day he will rise.” But they 
understood none of these things. This saying was hidden from them, and they did not grasp 
what was said. 
 

➢ Were they too wrapped up in their own agendas and understanding to hear what Jesus 
said? Are we? 

 
Luke 19: 28-40 ~ And when he had said these things, he went on ahead, going up to 
Jerusalem. When he drew near to Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount that is called Olivet, 
he sent two of the disciples, saying, “Go into the village in front of you, where on entering you 
will find a colt tied, on which no one has ever yet sat. Untie it and bring it here. If anyone asks 
you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ you shall say this: ‘The Lord has need of it.’” So those who were 
sent went away and found it just as he had told them.  And as they were untying the colt, its 
owners said to them, “Why are you untying the colt?” And they said, “The Lord has need of 
it.” And they brought it to Jesus, and throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. And 
as he rode along, they spread their cloaks on the road. As he was drawing near—already on 
the way down the Mount of Olives—the whole multitude of his disciples began to rejoice and 
praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works that they had seen, saying, “Blessed is the 
King who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!”  And 
some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples.” He 
answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the very stones would cry out.” 
 
The triumphal entry, the turning over of the tables. Was this what they were waiting for? Real 
strength and literal overturning of the system that oppressed them? Then the last supper, 
reflecting on the symbolism with himself, the talk of betrayal, arguing over who was greatest! 
Did Jesus get exasperated? He taught them to lead was to serve. Then Jesus was betrayed, 
arrested, disowned, beaten, scourged, crucified.  
 

➢ What did they think then? What would we have thought? 
 

But then the twist ~ tales of an empty tomb, women saying they’d seen Jesus, questions if one 
of them had moved the body, what next? 
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       4. The Holy Spirit ~ are we ready? 

Jesus had tried to explain what would happen next 
 
John 14: 16-20 ~ And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you 
forever, even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him 
nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. 
“I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. Yet a little while and the world will see me 
no more, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. In that day you will know that I 
am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 
 
John 14: 26-29 ~ But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he 
will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. Peace I 
leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do, I give to you. Let not your 
hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and 
I will come to you.’ If you loved me, you would have rejoiced, because I am going to the Father, 
for the Father is greater than I. And now I have told you before it takes place, so that when it 
does take place you may believe.  
 
Jesus doesn’t want us to be afraid. He wants us to have peace, to believe who He is and in His 
love for us. He’s not left us as orphans but lives in us by His Spirit. The Holy Spirit is referred to 
as an advocate ~ one who supports us and speaks up for us. He teaches us, empowers us, 
convicts us of sin, leads us on a path to life, not death. Jesus had to die that the Spirit could 
come.  
 
Easter is not just about the death and resurrection of Jesus 2000 years ago, but about being 
ready for and welcoming the Holy Spirit. 
 

➢ Are we, as individuals and as the church, ready for the Holy Spirit to work in us? 
 
       5. Remember … 

It is important to remember two things: 
 
a) Don’t grieve the Holy Spirit 
Need to make sure we’re not sinning and stop entertaining temptation 
 
Ephesians 4: 30-32 ~ And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for 
the day of redemption. Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamour and slander be put 
away from you, along with all malice. Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving one 
another, as God in Christ forgave you. 
 

➢ Do we want the Holy Spirit here? 
 
b) Don’t quench the Holy Spirit 
 
1 Thessalonians 5: 19-22 ~ do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise prophecies, but test 
everything; hold fast what is good. Abstain from every form of evil. 
 
We can stop the Holy Spirit working. We must not smother Him. We must not try to control the 
meetings, to organise them too much. Must not get distracted but listen to Him.  
 

➢ Do we want to be filled with the Spirit of God? 
 

➢ Let’s pray …  
  


