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DISCIPLESHIP GROUP NOTES FROM SUNDAY APRIL 7th 2019 
Prophecy ~ Mark Van Schalkwyk 

 
Joel 2:27-29: Then you will know that I am in Israel, that I am the LORD your God, and that 
there is no other; never again will my people be shamed. 
“And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will 
prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions. Even on my 
servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days. 

 
1. What do people remember from the talk on Sunday? 

 
2.  Prophecy definition 
 “A prediction of what will happen in the future” ~ Oxford English dictionary 
 

“An inspired utterance of a prophet viewed as a revelation of divine will.  
A prediction of the future made under divine inspiration. 
Such an inspired message or prediction transmitted orally or in writing. 
The vocation or condition of a prophet. A prediction.” ~ thefreedictionary.com 

 
3.  God is Sovereign 

Our God is Lord of all, reigns over all and His power is absolute. God is in control. The 
prophetic gift comes from God and He can give it to any believer he chooses. Not everyone is 
a prophet. We need to be clear who God is and where prophecy comes from. 

 
➢ What do we understand about the sovereignty of God? 

 
4.  What is the prophetic? 

Prophecy is a gift from God, a word into a group or individual’s life that strengthens, 
encourages and edifies. It is given to build up the church. It won’t bring something contrary to 
what the bible says. It comes to stir us up, to change us, to inspire us. The church should be a 
prophetic people ~ a people used by God to change the world.  
 
1 Corinthians 12 ~ Now about the gifts of the Spirit, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to 
be uninformed. You know that when you were pagans, somehow or other you were influenced 
and led astray to mute idols. Therefore, I want you to know that no one who is speaking by the 
Spirit of God says, “Jesus be cursed,” and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy 
Spirit.  
 

There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. There are different kinds 
of service, but the same Lord. There are different kinds of working, but in all of them and in 
everyone it is the same God at work. 
 

Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. To one there is 
given through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to another a message of knowledge by means 
of the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one 
Spirit, to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between 
spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation 
of tongues. All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each 
one, just as he determines. 
 

➢ What do we understand about the gifts from God? 
➢ Do we recognise what gifts God has given us? 
➢ Has anyone used the gift of prophecy? 
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5.  What do we do about the prophetic? 
We should continue to speak out what God puts on our hearts. God will use us prophetically in 
all times and places to speak into people’s lives. Joel’s prophesy is fulfilled now in the church ~ 
in the OT only certain people prophesied, now God uses us all. We need to be accountable to 
the body. Prophesy should be tested, not just blindly believed. Need to watch out for false 
prophets. 

 
      6.  How do we test prophecy? 

Prophecy should be positive not negative, although hard things may be said within it. We have 
the Holy Spirit within us to help us discern if it is from God. We have the church leaders and 
the rest of the body to ask to help understand and discern if a word is from God.  
 
1 Corinthians 14: 3-5 ~ But the one who prophesies speaks to people for their 
strengthening, encouraging and comfort. Anyone who speaks in a tongue edifies themselves, 
but the one who prophesies edifies the church. I would like every one of you to speak in 
tongues, but I would rather have you prophesy. The one who prophesies is greater than the 
one who speaks in tongues, unless someone interprets, so that the church may be edified. 

 
➢ Does anyone have examples of prophetic words being spoken to them? How did you 

handle it? How did you test it? Has it been fulfilled? 
 
      7.  Questions and comments from the body… and some answers 

The church is “built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus 
himself as the chief cornerstone.” (Ephesians 2:20). GCN has a number of prophecies that it is 
built on and encouraged by. Some are: 
 

• A picture of sheep in a field but drawn to one corner where the grass is greener 
 – this is where the living water is. 

• A picture of people coming in ones and twos off the hillsides down to the valley  
where the river of living water is. 

• A picture of farmer’s field needing to be cleared of rocks before it is properly planted 
 – i.e. preparing the ground. 

• Ground being prepared, being dug, and utility pipes being found full of gunk.  
The pipes needed cleaning out so that the ground became clean. 

 
We must remember not to “make” a word come true, but at the same time not just sit by and do 
nothing. We should seek God and be aware of his prompting about any word we believe is 
from Him.  
 
Be aware of very specific prophetic words (“this will happen”) and check it out with someone. 
Be aware of “I felt led to” words. Again, check it out. Be aware of someone wanting to give you 
a word in private, especially if they are a visitor to the church ~ take someone with you.  
 
Sometimes it’s best to check out a word you have for someone with one of the leaders before 
delivering it, especially if it seems directive or is harsh. 
 
Rely on the HS to make things clear ~ He will stir up something in you if God is speaking to 
you. Ask God to confirm things and He will ~ Is it for now? Is it for later? 
 

➢ Does anyone have any other questions about prophecy? 
 
 
 

➢ Let’s pray …  


