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DISCIPLESHIP GROUP NOTES FROM SUNDAY MARCH 31st 2019 
Acts 11: 19-30 ~ Ray Lowe 

 
Acts 11: 19-30 ~ The Church in Antioch 
Now those who had been scattered by the persecution that broke out when Stephen was 
killed travelled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch, spreading the word only among 
Jews. Some of them, however, men from Cyprus and Cyrene, went to Antioch and began to speak 
to Greeks also, telling them the good news about the Lord Jesus. The Lord’s hand was with 
them, and a great number of people believed and turned to the Lord. 
 
News of this reached the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. When he 
arrived and saw what the grace of God had done, he was glad and encouraged them all to remain 
true to the Lord with all their hearts. He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith, and a 
great number of people were brought to the Lord. 
 
Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, and when he found him, he brought him to 
Antioch. So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul met with the church and taught great numbers of 
people. The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch. 
 
During this time some prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. One of them, named 
Agabus, stood up and through the Spirit predicted that a severe famine would spread over the 
entire Roman world. (This happened during the reign of Claudius.) The disciples, as each one was 
able, decided to provide help for the brothers and sisters living in Judea. This they did, sending 
their gift to the elders by Barnabas and Saul. 
 

 
1. What do people remember from the talk on Sunday? 

 
 

2.  Background 
 

Acts was written by Luke. He was a historian as well as a doctor. He put details in that 
authenticated what he wrote. 
 
On the day Stephen was stoned (Acts 7: 54-60), the church in Jerusalem began to be 
persecuted. All but the apostles fled Jerusalem and went “as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and 
Antioch” and everywhere they went they spread the Good News of the Gospel. Why did this 
happen? Jesus had instructed the disciples to “go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely, I am 
with you always, to the very end of the age.” (Matthew 28: 19-20). Up to now, this hadn’t 
happened. The church was mainly confined to Jerusalem and the Jews. The persecution 
led to the Gospel being spread, first to the Jews in the places they went to, and then to the 
gentiles/pagans.  
 
In Antioch, the fleeing church began to share the Gospel with no strings attached (e.g. 
circumcision), to the pagans, who turned to Christ. The Jerusalem church were suspicious 
and sent Barnabas to check it all out. He found an amazing church in Antioch and decided 
to stay ~ he saw something in them and wanted more! He fetched Saul and they stayed 
with the Antioch church for a year, teaching them. 
 
But what did Barnabas see that attracted him to stay in Antioch? 
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3.  Barnabas saw the Grace of God 
He saw people who knew their sins were forgiven. They’d changed from paganism to living 
holy lives.  
 
Do you think we are a church filled with the grace of God?  
Why/why not? 

 
4.  Barnabas saw they were Friends 

Jews and gentiles/pagans didn’t naturally mix, but the church in Antioch was a mixed 
church with people from different backgrounds and upbringing becoming friends and eating 
together! No one was more important than another. Different people may have different 
roles and need to function differently, but they were all equal. 
 
Do you think we are a church full of friends? 
Why/why not? 
 

      5. Barnabas saw Holiness 
“The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch” such was their great life change ~ 
Christian means “like Christ”. They were endeavouring to live like Jesus. Barnabas saw a 
church filled with holiness (to separate) ~ a people who were not separate from society but 
set apart to work for Jesus in society.  
 
Do you think we are a church full of holiness ~ people who want to know God’s will, read 
His word, pray, want to serve Him in our church and community? 
Why/why not? 

 
      6.  Barnabas saw they were Generous 

The church in Antioch were generous to others. After Agabus had prophesied the famine 
that was to come, they took up an offering and sent it to the Jerusalem to say, “here is 
money to help in the time of famine” but also “we love you”. God wants us to be generous, 
not stingy!  

 
Do you think we are a generous church? 
Why/why not? 

 
      7.  Barnabas saw an Absence of Legalism 

The church in Antioch was not plagued with rules and regulations or hoops people had to 
jump through that weren’t of God. There was no “you can’t do that if you’re a Christian” eg 
play football ~ sin should still be challenged though. Legalism breaks relationships 
encourages people to judge each other and quenches the Spirit.  
 
We must not control others or be legalistic about things. Need to sense what God wants to 
do through His Holy Spirit and do it. We shouldn’t limit ourselves! 
 
Are we legalistic at all? 
 
 
How do we think we’re doing as a church? 
 
What more can we do? 
 
Let’s pray …  

  


