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DISCIPLESHIP GROUP NOTES FROM  

SATURDAY MAY 4th & SUNDAY MAY 5th 2019 
 

1. What do people remember from the talks on Saturday & Sunday? 
 

2. Jesus Centred Worship ~ Alan Bell 
2 Chronicles 20:13-23 ~ All the men of Judah, with their wives and children and little ones, 
stood there before the LORD. Then the Spirit of the LORD came on Jahaziel son of Zechariah, 
the son of Benaiah, the son of Jeiel, the son of Mattaniah, a Levite and descendant of Asaph, 
as he stood in the assembly. He said: “Listen, King Jehoshaphat and all who live in Judah and 
Jerusalem! This is what the LORD says to you: ‘Do not be afraid or discouraged because of this 
vast army. For the battle is not yours, but God’s. Tomorrow march down against them. They 
will be climbing up by the Pass of Ziz, and you will find them at the end of the gorge in the 
Desert of Jeruel. You will not have to fight this battle. Take up your positions; stand firm and 
see the deliverance the LORD will give you, Judah and Jerusalem. Do not be afraid; do not be 
discouraged. Go out to face them tomorrow, and the LORD will be with you.’” 
 
Jehoshaphat bowed down with his face to the ground, and all the people of Judah and 
Jerusalem fell down in worship before the LORD. Then some Levites from the Kohathites and 
Korahites stood up and praised the LORD, the God of Israel, with a very loud voice. 
Early in the morning they left for the Desert of Tekoa. As they set out, Jehoshaphat stood and 
said, “Listen to me, Judah and people of Jerusalem! Have faith in the LORD your God and you 
will be upheld; have faith in his prophets and you will be successful.” After consulting the 
people, Jehoshaphat appointed men to sing to the LORD and to praise him for the splendour of 
his holiness as they went out at the head of the army, saying: “Give thanks to the LORD, for his 
love endures forever.” 
 
As they began to sing and praise, the LORD set ambushes against the men of Ammon and 
Moab and Mount Seir who were invading Judah, and they were defeated. The Ammonites and 
Moabites rose up against the men from Mount Seir to destroy and annihilate them. After they 
finished slaughtering the men from Seir, they helped to destroy one another. 
 
We need to be worshippers of Jesus. We need to recognise the power in corporate worship. 
Recognise the difference between meetings and encounters and draw on the manifest 
presence of Jesus. We need to remember that the Lord is for us and that the battle is not ours, 
but His! God exhorts us not to be afraid or discouraged, but take up our position, stand firm 
and see Him deliver us. Worship is our spiritual warfare ~ don’t shout at the enemy, it’s not 
biblical, but declare who God is. Worship is also the context for the release of spiritual gifts.  
 
Jehoshaphat and his people worshipped God when they heard from Him and they worshipped 
as they went out into battle, with those appointed by the King out front, praising God for the 
splendour of His holiness! 
 
We need to ensure that we have Jesus centred worship times as a church where non-
Christians can encounter God, that we are a Spirit filled community with freedom for the Spirit 
to move and where people can encounter God. 
 

➢ What are your thoughts on our corporate worship times? 
➢ Do you feel free to encounter God and respond to God during our worship times? 

Why/why not? 
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3. Jesus Centred Lifestyle ~ Dave Harbertson 

Romans 6:17 ~ But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you have 
come to obey from your heart the pattern of teaching that has now claimed your allegiance. 
 
The Gospel is for us now! Not just for non-Christians to come to faith, but a lifestyle we should 
be living. When we first became a Christian, we were put into a new mould, a way of life that 
we now should live. As we’re in the mould of the Gospel, we should look like it in three ways: 
 
a) The Mould of Repentance 
We started life as a Christian by repenting, turning from our sin and walking a new way. We 
should continue to do this and make sure we keep short accounts with each other and God! 
We need to be prepared to admit our guilt, not think we are better than others, confess our sins 
to one another (wisely), take responsibility for our actions irrespective of the actions of others.  
 

➢ How often do we confess our sin to one another? 
➢ How easy do we find it to admit we’re wrong and seek forgiveness? 
➢ Are we prepared to seek forgiveness from others even if they have wronged us too and 

are not prepared to seek forgiveness? Are we prepared to make the first move? 
 

b) The Mould of Love 
Jesus demonstrated this when He gave His life unconditionally and sacrificially for us. He 
loves us despite ourselves. We should also love the unlovable. We are called to 
extravagant love, to go the extra mile, to demonstrate the love of Calvary. 
 
➢ How easy do we find it to love those around us? 
➢ How can we demonstrate God’s love to our families, friends, neighbours, strangers? 

 
c) The Mould of Forgiveness   

We were forgiven before we asked and forgiven for all our sins. God sought us out, loves to 
forgive us, keeps forgiving us even if we commit the same sin over and over again, forgets 
how man times we’ve done this and retains no bitterness for the sins we have committed 
against Him. That’s how we should live too. The world’s mould of “don’t get mad, get even” 
is not our mould ~ we must not let the world squeeze us into its mould. We should forgive 
as we have been forgiven. 
 
➢ How easy do we find it to forgive others? 
➢ Do we demonstrate God’s forgiveness to us in the way we live? 

 
The Gospel that sets us free keeps us free. We’re told to preach the Gospel but we also 
need to be the Gospel. People will receive the Gospel by seeing our lifestyle 

 
4. Using Spiritual Gifts ~ John Parker 

Luke 7:1-10 ~ The Faith of the Centurion 
When Jesus had finished saying all this to the people who were listening, he entered 
Capernaum. There a centurion’s servant, whom his master valued highly, was sick and about 
to die. The centurion heard of Jesus and sent some elders of the Jews to him, asking him to 
come and heal his servant. When they came to Jesus, they pleaded earnestly with him, “This 
man deserves to have you do this, because he loves our nation and has built our 
synagogue.” So, Jesus went with them. 
 
He was not far from the house when the centurion sent friends to say to him: “Lord, don’t 
trouble yourself, for I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. That is why I did not 
even consider myself worthy to come to you. But say the word, and my servant will be 
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healed. For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, ‘Go,’ and 
he goes; and that one, ‘Come,’ and he comes. I say to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” 
When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and turning to the crowd following him, he 
said, “I tell you, I have not found such great faith even in Israel.” Then the men who had been 
sent returned to the house and found the servant well. 
 
The Centurion applied his understanding of the authority he experienced in His job to the 
authority Jesus had from God, that the person in authority who asks you to do something will 
ensure the resources are available for you to complete the task. He had faith in Jesus. 
 
We have faith in God. We know that God speaks to us. We need to hear from God. We know 
God is totally reliable. We should follow Him, do what He asks in the knowledge that He will 
provide everything we need to fulfil His work. We often fall down in the hearing of what God is 
saying to us. So how do we hear from God? 
 
Jeremiah 1:11-14 ~ The word of the LORD came to me: “What do you see, Jeremiah?” 
“I see the branch of an almond tree,” I replied. The LORD said to me, “You have seen correctly, 
for I am watching[a] to see that my word is fulfilled.” The word of the LORD came to me again: 
“What do you see?” “I see a pot that is boiling,” I answered. “It is tilting toward us from the 
north.” The LORD said to me, “From the north disaster will be poured out on all who live in the 
land. 
 
Jeremiah 1:17 ~ “Get yourself ready! Stand up and say to them whatever I command you. Do 
not be terrified by them, or I will terrify you before them. 

  
God showed pictures to Jeremiah ~ we don’t know if they were physical or in the mind’s eye, 
and it doesn’t matter, as God uses both. God also uses words and feelings and sensations to 
speak to us. However God speaks, He shows us something, shows us its meaning and then 
what to do with it. 
 
Revelation > Interpretation > Application 
 
 

➢ Do you hear God speaking to you and how do you respond? 
➢ What did you feel/think about the “orange dinosaur” exercise? 
➢ Do you feel more confident about hearing from God and responding to it 

now? 
 

 
       5. The Difference in my Life ~ Paul Fenwick 

Paul spoke about the changes Jesus has made in His life from the first moment He met Him 
through to today. How God had had His hand on Paul well before He realised it and now 
realises that God saved His life on a number of occasions as He has a plan for Paul. How he 
knows he gets things wrong, reacts wrongly in situations, can upset people, but that He knows 
He has to put things right as soon as possible and that he does this sooner now than he used 
to. He urged us to turn to Jesus, get right with God, help others and do what God asks of us. 
 
Paul spoke with a passion that comes from God. He spoke with raw reality of how God has 
changed him and is still changing him. He spoke out of love and with love to those who heard. 
We need to do the same but in our way with our story.  
 

➢ Can you speak with passion and reality of what God has done in your life? 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+1%3A+11-14%2C+17&version=NIV#fen-NIV-18959a
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➢ Let’s pray …   


