
DISCIPLESHIP GROUP NOTES FROM SUNDAY JUNE 16th 2019 
Mark Van Schalkwyk ~ Proverbs ~ The Lord gives Wisdom Part 2 

 
1. What do people remember from the talk on Sunday? 

 

2. Introduction 
Proverbs 2:1-11 ~ My son, if you accept my words and store up my commands within you, turning 
your ear to wisdom and applying your heart to understanding—indeed, if you call out for insight 
and cry aloud for understanding, and if you look for it as for silver and search for it as for hidden 
treasure, then you will understand the fear of the LORD and find the knowledge of God. For 
the LORD gives wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge and understanding. He holds success in 
store for the upright, he is a shield to those whose walk is blameless, for he guards the course of 
the just and protects the way of his faithful ones. Then you will understand what is right and just 
and fair—every good path. For wisdom will enter your heart, and knowledge will be pleasant to 
your soul. Discretion will protect you, and understanding will guard you. 
 
Two weeks ago, Mark spoke on how we can get wisdom and understanding by writing it on our 
hearts and a spirit of prayer, that the search for wisdom and understand is a whole–person, 
holding–nothing–back, all–out undertaking, involving listening, obeying, diligence, and passion. 
 
This week, we look at v5 onwards as a response to verses 1 - 4 ~ that we will never be 
disappointed in our search for wisdom and understanding and our search will not be in vain 
 
3. Our search will never disappoint 
In programming, conditional statements are used a great deal: IF … THEN … ELSE, i.e. if you do 
this then that will happen. Proverbs 2 encourages us to seek after wisdom and understanding and 
tells us of the reward of this searching. This is echoed throughout the bible: 
 

James 1:5 ~ If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without 
finding fault, and it will be given to you.  
 

Genesis 41:38-39 ~ So Pharaoh asked them, ‘Can we find anyone like this man, one in whom is 
the spirit of God?’ Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, ‘Since God has made all this known to you, there 
is no one so discerning and wise as you.  
 

Isaiah 54:13 ~ All your children will be taught by the LORD, and great will be their peace. 
 

Isaiah 48:17 ~ This is what the LORD says – your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel: ‘I am the 
LORD your God, who teaches you what is best for you, who directs you in the way you should go. 
 

As we hear all this from scripture, how can we not be motivated and excited that the Lord Almighty, 
the One who sustains all life, the Alpha and Omega, is waiting, expecting and encouraging us to 
seek after wisdom and understanding ~ and He wants to give it to us. And there is no “maybe” 
about this ~ the Lord will give us wisdom; He will give us understanding and in this we will know 
what it means to fear God. He will never disappoint us because He is wisdom and wisdom comes 
from Him and this leads us to Jesus. 
 

Colossians 2:2-3: ~ … so that they may have the full riches of complete understanding, in order 
that they may know the mystery of God, namely, Christ, in whom are hidden all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge 
 

If you’ve not found the greatest treasure of all, that is Jesus, seek after Him and He will be found 
for He will not disappoint. 
 

➢ How do we go about seeking wisdom and understanding from God? 
➢ IF … THEN … ELSE ~ share of a time when you have sought wisdom and/or 

understanding and had a response from God. 
➢ Are there situations you need to seek wisdom and/or understanding about/for at the 

moment?  
 



4.  The search goes on 
Having found new life in Christ, we now need to live this new life. We are no longer searching for 
Christ; we are now searching in Christ i.e. getting to know Him. We now have a personal 
relationship with God, and this should lead us to wisdom and understanding so we can live each 
day to the fullest in Christ.  
 

(NIV) Proverbs 2:7-8 ~ He holds success in store for the upright, he is a shield to those whose 
walk is blameless, for he guards the course of the just and protects the way of his faithful ones. 
 

(KJV) Proverbs 2:7-8 ~ He layeth up sound wisdom for the righteous: he is a buckler to them that 
walk uprightly. He keepeth the paths of judgment, and preserveth the way of his saints. 
 

(ESV) Proverbs 2:7-8 ~ he stores up sound wisdom for the upright; he is a shield to those 
who walk in integrity, guarding the paths of justice and watching over the way of his saints. 
 

The wisdom and understanding that comes from God is a practical wisdom. Our faith is being 
tested daily and we need the wisdom that comes from God to help us through. The greatest thing 
about finding Jesus is finding Him and enjoying Him forever. In searching for wisdom and 
understanding in Christ Jesus the victory will be ours. We will remain upright and be called 
blameless. Wisdom and understanding will be our shield of faith, will guard our way and will lead 
us along the right paths. 
 
It all comes down to our personal relationship with God. He searched for us and now we are His. 
We should now get to know Him and find His wisdom and understanding so that we can live our 
new life to the fullest. 
 
 

➢ Do you find it easy to spend time with God? 
➢ Do you need any help to walk more closely with Jesus? 

 
5. Mark’s Summary: 

❖ We will not be disappointed in what we are searching for. 

❖ We will find Jesus and in Him are hidden the treasures of wisdom and understanding. 

❖ In our personal relationship with Him, we go on searching for wisdom and understanding. 

❖ We need this wisdom and understanding to live life to the fullest. To live the Christian life. 

 
 
Let’s pray … as part of the prayer time pray for those situations shared above 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Added by Gill: Definition of BUCKLER (buk'-ler) 
 

noun 
A round shield held by a grip and sometimes having straps through which the arm is passed. 
any means of defence; protection. 
 

verb (used with object) 
to be a shield to; support; defend. 
 

From: www.dictionary.com 
 
 
 

God is called a "buckler" ("shield") to them that trust Him (Psalms 18:2,30; 2 Samuel 
22:31; Proverbs 2:7). (KJV) 
 

From: International Standard Bible Encyclopedia  

https://www.biblestudytools.com/encyclopedias/isbe/buckler.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=ps+18:2,30
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=2sa+22:31
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=2sa+22:31
https://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?q=pr+2:7
https://www.biblestudytools.com/encyclopedias/isbe/buckler.html

