
DISCIPLESHIP GROUP NOTES FROM SUNDAY JUNE 2nd 2019 
Mark Van Schalkwyk ~ Proverbs ~ The Lord gives Wisdom 

(Bible verses from ESV)  
 
1. What do people remember from the talk on Sunday? 

 

2. The Value of Wisdom 
Proverbs 2:1-6 ~ My son, if you receive my words and treasure up my commandments with you, 
making your ear attentive to wisdom and inclining your heart to understanding;  yes, if you call out 
for insight and raise your voice for understanding, if you seek it like silver and search for it as 
for hidden treasures, then you will understand the fear of the LORD and find the knowledge of God. 
For the LORD gives wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge and understanding; 
 

When did you realise that becoming a Christian did not suddenly make you any wiser? We have 
made the wisest decision anybody could make in this life when we became a Christian. The world 
does not see that way. Job asks the question about wisdom and understanding:  
 

Job 28:12 ~ But where can wisdom be found? Where does understanding dwell? 
 

And he gives an answer: 
 

Job 28: 23 ~ God understands the way to it and he alone knows where it dwells, 
 

Proverbs goes even further by giving us an insight as to what wisdom and knowledge is. 
 

Proverbs 1:7 ~ The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge 
 

Proverbs 9:10 ~ The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One 
is understanding. 
 

Proverbs 2:5 ~ then you will understand the fear of the LORD and find the knowledge of God. 
 

Through it all we are given a key for the understanding of the whole word of God. 
 

➢ What do you understand “the fear of the Lord” to be? 
 
3. Write it in our hearts 
Proverbs 2:1 says “receive my words”. We must believe that the words of God are powerful, the 
very foundation of wisdom and understanding from the God who spoke the world into creation, the 
words spoken to us that enabled us to receive salvation. We must be like the Thessalonians who 
see them as the Word of God and like the Bereans who received the word with great eagerness. 
 

1 Thessalonians 2:13 ~ And we also thank God constantly for this, that when you received the 
word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men but as what it really 
is, the word of God, which is at work in you believers. 
 

Acts 17:11 ~ Now these Jews were more noble than those in Thessalonica; they received the 
word with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see if these things were so.  
 

As in the parable of the sower in Luke 8 (see the end of the notes), we must be like good soil ready 
for the words of God. We must accept and receive the words of God with all readiness of mind, 
welcoming His commandments and His promises, taking His words to heart, storing up His 
commands within our hearts and carrying them with us wherever we may go, ready to be used at 
any time. 
 

Proverbs 4:20-22 ~ My son, pay attention to what I say, listen closely to my words. Do not let them 
out of your sight, keep them within your heart, for they are life to those who find them and health to 
a man’s whole body. 
 

Psalm 119:11 ~ I have hidden your word in my heart.  
 

Jeremiah 31:33 ~ “This is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel after that time,” 
declares the LORD. “I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, 
and they will be my people 



The words of God are not meant to just be in our minds, they need to be in our hearts. We must 
take hold of every opportunity of hearing the word of God, giving all our attention to the word, be 
active in our listening and apply our hearts to the word of God. The heart is not meant to be a 
library storing up things that will gather dust, but the place of our passions, longings and desires. 
We are meant to be a people passionate about the words of God ~ they have meant life to us who 
are saved. 
 

➢ Do you have a passion for God’s word? 
➢ How do you think we can develop our passion for God’s word? 

 
4.  A Spirit of Prayer 
Proverbs 2: 3 tells us to “call out for insight and cry aloud for understanding”. Earthly wisdom is 
gained by study, heavenly wisdom by prayer. Study may form a biblical scholar, but prayer forms 
wise and spiritual Christians. We must pray regularly and often ~ as much as we can. We must cry 
after knowledge, as one that is desperate. Faint desires will not be enough; we must have great 
expectations, as those that know the worth of knowledge and our own want of it. We must expect 
much, because He has much to give us. Remember we are “Desperately Expecting Breakthrough”. 
 

1 Peter 2:2 ~ Like new-born infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into 
salvation 
 

James 1:17 ~ every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of 
lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change 
 

Proverbs 2:4 tells us to “look for it as for silver” and not gold that would seem to be more precious. 
Gold can be found on the surface. You have to mine for silver. Silver is always attached to another 
element and therefore harder to extract. To get the silver, they have to dig deep and long. When 
they find a vein of silver, they don’t stop until they’ve extracted it all. Prayer can also be hard work, 
but it is meant to go hand in hand with studying the bible. When have read the bible, we should 
pray to God for understanding, expecting that God will speak to us through what we have read 
every time we read the bible. God what us to know His fullness and we should want that from Him: 
 

Ephesians 3:18-19 “to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to 
know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness 
of God. 
 
 

➢ Do you find it easy to pray or is it a struggle? 
➢ How, when, where do you pray? What works for you?  
➢ What can you share to encourage others to pray? 

 
5. The Lord give wisdom 
There are many wise sayings in the world, but that does not make people wiser. We can study 
under some wise person, but they cannot make you wiser. Wisdom comes from God and only God 
can make you wiser. 
 
6. Mark’s Summary: 

❖ Accept and receive the word of God, for it is God’s words. 
❖ Store in heart as you would a great treasure. 
❖ Let God write it on your heart. 
❖ Pray with these words written on heart. 
❖ Call and cry out for wisdom and understanding. 
❖ Apply your heart to these words. 
❖ Be passionate. 
❖ And finally: Wisdom and understanding comes from God. 

 
 
Let’s pray … 
 
  



The Parable of the Sower 
Luke 8:4-15 

 
  

  
 

And when a great crowd was gathering and people from town after town 

came to him, he said in a parable, “A sower went out to sow his seed. And as 

he sowed, some fell along the path and was trampled underfoot, and the 

birds of the air devoured it. And some fell on the rock, and as it grew up, it 

withered away, because it had no moisture. And some fell among thorns, and 

the thorns grew up with it and choked it.  And some fell into good soil and 

grew and yielded a hundredfold.” As he said these things, he called out, “He 

who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 

And when his disciples asked him what this parable meant, he said, “To you it 

has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of God, but for others they 

are in parables, so that ‘seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not 

understand.’ Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. The ones 

along the path are those who have heard; then the devil comes and takes 

away the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be 

saved. And the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear the word, 

receive it with joy. But these have no root; they believe for a while, and in time 

of testing fall away. And as for what fell among the thorns, they are those who 

hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by the cares and riches 

and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not mature. As for that in the good 

soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest and 

good heart, and bear fruit with patience. 
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