
DISCIPLESHIP GROUP NOTES FROM SUNDAY JUNE 9th 2019 
Dave Harbertson ~ Proverbs ~ Friendship with God 

(Bible verses from NIV)  
 
1. What do people remember from the talk on Sunday? 

 
2. “You’ve got a friend”! 
“When you're down and troubled and you need a helping hand, and nothing, oh, nothing is going right,  
Just close your eyes and think of me, and soon I will be there to brighten up even your darkest night 
You just call out my name and, you know, wherever I am, I'll come running to see you again 
Winter, spring, summer or fall, all you've got to do is call and I'll be there, you've got a friend” Carole King 
 
We have got a best friend for ever in God who loves us at all times 
 
Proverbs 17:17 ~ A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for a time of adversity. 
 
 What does friendship mean to you? 

 
3. God loves us all the time 
God’s love is great towards us, even more so as we haven’t shown friendship to Him 
 
Romans 5:10 ~ For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death 
of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! 
 
We were God’s enemies, an abomination in His sight. We put barriers up between us and God, 
didn’t want Him in our lives, didn’t want His to touch certain areas of our lives, didn’t want to trust 
Him. Yet, God’s hatred of sin doesn’t make Him the enemy of sinners ~ He loves us all the time. 
There is no start or end to God’s love. In fact, He had us in His heart from the foundation of the 
world 
 
Revelation 13:8 ~ All inhabitants of the earth will worship the beast—all whose names have not 
been written in the Lamb’s book of life, the Lamb who was slain from the creation of the world. 
 
God loved us knowing we would sin. He created circumstances for us to seek Him and be 
captivated by His love. He loved us whilst we were still sinners, demonstrating this on the cross. 
 
How do we measure friendship? By the price paid for it. How much God paid for us! God has 
forgiven us and befriended us. You can forgive without wanting to be a friend. 
 
God’s friendship is free, unconditional, sacrificial ~ shown on the cross through the nails, the 
agony, the separation from the Father, the punishment taken for us, in Jesus’ darkest hour.  
 
God loves every “lost cause” and outcast i.e. us. We have a friend in God now who loves us at all 
times and this love will never end. How do we know? Look at David the adulterer, Moses the 
murderer, Noah the drunkard, Peter the liar ~ God loved them anyway.  
 
God cannot get disillusioned with us as He has no illusions about us! He knows us completely, 
cannot love us less, is constant and unchanging in His love, pleads for us in heaven, cleans us by 
the blood so no guilt is left, declares us righteous, is not influenced by ungratefulness and doesn’t 
turn away from us. His love doesn’t change when our circumstances change and there is 
no “until death do us part” as we’ll be friends for ever enjoying our friendship for eternity. 
 
Piglet to Pooh: “We’ll be friends forever”. Pooh to Piglet: “For longer”  
 
 How do we measure friendship? 
 Do we accept that God loves us all the time? 



4.  God sticks to us more than anyone else 
Proverbs 18:24 ~ One who has unreliable friends soon comes to ruin, but there is a friend who 
sticks closer than a brother. 
 
God sticks closer than any brother. Salvation is God clinging onto us. Whatever we’re going 
through, God is there. He won’t let us down; He knows what we’re feeling and He stands with us 
offering us grace at all times. He strengthens us, offers a way of escape from temptations, never 
deserts us when the going gets tough, knows the right time to intervene ~ He is with us always. 
 
 Share experiences of where you know God has stuck to you in times of trial, temptation, 

hardship. 
 

5. God speaks into our lives 
Proverbs 27: 6 ~ Wounds from a friend can be trusted, but an enemy multiplies kisses. 
Proverbs 27: 9 ~ Perfume and incense bring joy to the heart, and the pleasantness of a friend 
    springs from their heartfelt advice. 
 
God brings counsel and advise, controlling our learning experience. He brings wisdom 
i.e. knowledge of what God wants us to do and how to do it. He teaches us 
through the Bible and will never tell us to do something that is against His Word.  
 
Tigger to Pooh: “Your friendship is the best present ever” 
 
C H Spurgeon: “To be able to say that Christ is my friend is one of the sweetest 
things in the world” 
 
We have an amazing free, costly, permanent, effective present we could ever have. There is 
nothing better! God wants and can get the best for us. He’s the most successful friend we could 
ever have. We need to set the highest value on our friendship with God, cherish it, foster it and 
enjoy it! It is totally unrivalled.  
 
Sin is the most expensive thing in the world. Unforgiveness costs us. Our sin cost Jesu His life! 
 
If man wants friends, he must show himself friendly. God has shown Himself friendly to us and He 
wants friendship with us. 
 
Allow the fact that Jesus is your friend to affect your life now! 
 
 How has God spoken into your life? 
 How should we allow the fact that Jesus is our friend to affect our lives? 

 
 
Let’s pray … 
 
 
 


