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Proverbs 10: 12 

Hatred stirs up dissension, but love covers over all wrongs. (NIV Bible – all references) 

Proverbs 19:11 

A man’s wisdom gives him patience; it is to his glory to overlook an offence. 

1 Peter 4:8 

Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. 

Some general starter discussion points / questions: 

• What could you identify with during Dave’s message? 

• What challenged you about Sunday’s message? 

• What encouraged you about Sunday’s message? 

• What puzzled you about Sunday’s message? 

 

Introduction:  Thick butter in a tasty meaty, beef sandwich… 

Dave used this illustration to remind us that when we make a good sandwich we want to taste the butter, the beef 

and the bread.  Simple truths, apply them thickly and they look and taste great! 

 

To be beautiful Christians, we need to remind ourselves of divine truths.  Glory is the same as beauty.  Beauty will 

emerge if we overlook offences. 

We have a choice to make and the texts demonstrate the opposites clearly.  We can stir-up or cover up; we can 

pursue conflict or peace; we can show hatred or love; we can fight or develop friendship.  

Do we carry hurt, or do we let it go?  Consider what happens and how we react when we: 

• receive a hurtful e-mail • are run down by someone 

• find a promise has been broken • are spoken to unkindly 

• are let down by someone • are humiliated or put down  
 

Often, our natural response is to harbour unforgiveness because we don’t feel that the person who has hurt us 

deserves mercy.  But carrying hurt will lead to resentment and bitterness.  Bitterness becomes a load which is too 

heavy to bear.   

What do we do?  We must love.  We are a beautiful people motivated and rules by the love of God.  Proverbs tells us 

to cover the wrong and overlook the offence.  This means: 

1. Keep no record of wrongs 

In 1 Corinthians 13:5 Paul is comparing anger with love: 

It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 



We want to be a people who demonstrate the love of God.  We need to be mindful that anger will lead to a 

temporary surge of ‘madness’ within us. Similarly, when we are ‘touchy’ or quick tempered and quick to take 

offence, it is an indication that we are easily angered.   To be beautiful, we need to guard against anger.   

Dave used the illustration of Kevin Tunell who was convicted of killing a teenage girl whilst drinking and driving.  His 

punishment as well as serving a sentence, was to pay a dollar, every Friday for 18 years.  The parents of the girl 

would not accept a one-off payment because they wanted Kevin to experience guilt and be continually reminded of 

the pain that they felt.  Similarly, when we keep a record of wrongs, we often do so because we want to feel the 

pain, we want payment for the wrong done to us and we want our own revenge.   Keeping a record of the wrong is 

often our defensive tool that we can use at a later date.  It can also be a tool we use to justify our feelings and 

actions. The result is turmoil instead of peace, resentment and not rest.  A relationship based on bitterness and 

resentment is unable to grow. 

Again, we have a choice, we can either carry hurt or let it go.  The more we store up hurt, the bigger the hurt gets.  

The Bible teaches us to take captive every thought, so we need to give up the hurt so that it is gone.  Don’t feed on 

anger or be a victim of resentment.  Don’t become arrogant thinking that you have a monopoly on being hurt – 

remember, we all experience hurts.   

Instead, use God’s divine eraser (the What am I really? rubber) to get rid of wrong thinking and remove 

wrongdoing.  God chooses to wipe out our wrongs. 

Questions: 

• What did Dave mean when he said: “Today’s thought becomes tomorrow’s actions?”  As Christians, how 

can we guard against this and apply the scriptures we are considering in a way that will enable us to 

“renew our minds”? 

 

• Dave encouraged us to recognise that when people hurt us, God uses this as his instrument to bring us 

closer to Him.  Can you think of an example of this from you own life? 

 

2. Forgive 

 

In Psalm 32:1 and Psalm 85:2 the words cover and overlook mean the same as forgive.  Forgiveness is a choice, 

not a feeling.  It means to let someone off the hook.  Forgiveness releases us from the punishment we deserve.  

Punishment is God’s territory.   

 

Forgiving others is a privilege.  Forgiveness allows us to act as God does.  We forgive because God has chosen to 

forgive us.  Luke 11:4 and Colossians 3:13 teach us to forgive others regardless of whether they themselves 

repent.  See also Mark 11:25. 

 

Refusal to forgive others might be compared to picking a scab, thus preventing proper healing.  Unforgiveness 

will imprison us and damage our beauty.  Forgiveness is a continual process – for example if post-forgiveness, 

the same unforgiving thought comes back, replace the thought by declaring “I forgive you” or by declaring, “I 

have already forgiven them.”  Enact the love of forgiveness by having an attitude of wanting the person you have 

forgiven to know the blessing of God and the beauty of his grace and love.  Forgiveness results in the triumph of 

grace.  We do have a choice.  We can take the escalator of bitterness or the escalator of forgiveness. 

Additional points: 

1) If the sin committed was a criminal offence, yes, we should forgive and yes, we should report the offence to 

the law (police) - the punishment is then handed to the correct authority. 

 

2) Luke 17: 3-4 speaks of if he repents, forgive him.  There are times when someone sins and it erects a barrier 

between believers.  There cannot be reconciliation without repentance.  The process of declared forgiveness 

in their presence is an essential part of reconciliation.  The motivation must be love and a desire to right the 

relationship. 



Questions: 

• Read Luke 17: 3-4 and together discuss what this means and why declared forgiveness amongst 

believers is important.  How might declaring “I forgive you” also be used in our relationships with not-

yet believers?  What impact might this have?  

 

3. Cover sin 

 

We do this by actively choosing to not gossip wrongdoing.  Don’t repeat the sin to others!  Spreading gossip in 

itself is a form of revenge.  We must not remove someone’s dignity or lower their standing before others.  We 

are called to be merciful and gracious.  We don’t always see this same attitude demonstrated in the world 

around us, e.g. amongst our politicians.  In the Bible we see how Joseph beautifully exemplifies how to cover 

wrong-doing, by ensuring that no-one in Pharaoh’s palace is able to hear about his brothers’ previous sins and 

wrong doing.  Joseph’s actions show that he had forgiven his brothers and he demonstrated his love for them by 

covering their sin. 

 

Reflection: 

 

• It may be appropriate at this point to allow time for reflection and to consider individually any occasion 

that we have gossiped or not covered sin, to repent and ask for forgiveness.  Pray for one another that 

we might demonstrate beauty by choosing to not gossip or repeat sin.  Ask the Holy Spirit to help us 

and prompt us when we might be tempted to do this. 

 

4.  Seek out the backslidden Christian 

 

In James 5: 20 we are told that, “whoever turns a sinner from the error of his way will save him from death and 

cover over a multitude of sins.” 

Don’t forget the person who walks away from God.  Dave challenged us to remember them and not to leave 

them.  We should pray for the person and seek to win them back to God, demonstrating God’s love.  Backsliders 

need help from the outside.   

 

Pray for one another: 

 

Dave urged us finally, to demonstrate the Father’s love by being those who under accuse, over repent and 

over forgive!  Pray that we might be a community of believers who exemplify this. 

 

 

ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURES FROM ABOVE: 

Psalm 32:1 ~ Blessed is the one whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 

Psalm 85:2 ~ You forgave the iniquity of your people and covered all their sins  

Luke 11:4 ~ Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against us. And lead us not into temptation 

Colossians 3:13 ~ Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. 

Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 

Mark 11:25 ~ And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive them, so that your Father in 

heaven may forgive you your sins.” 

Luke 17: 3-4 ~ So watch yourselves. “If your brother or sister sins against you, rebuke them; and if they repent, 
forgive them. Even if they sin against you seven times in a day and seven times come back to you saying ‘I repent,’ 
you must forgive them.” 


