
DISCIPLESHIP GROUP NOTES FROM SUNDAY JULY 14th 2019 
Mark Van Schalkwyk ~ Proverbs 2: 1-11 ~ Every Good Path 

 
What do people remember from the talk on Sunday? 

 

Introduction 
Proverbs 2:1-11 ~ My son, if you accept my words and store up my commands within you, turning 
your ear to wisdom and applying your heart to understanding—indeed, if you call out for insight and 
cry aloud for understanding, and if you look for it as for silver and search for it as for hidden treasure, 
then you will understand the fear of the LORD and find the knowledge of God. For the LORD gives 
wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge and understanding. He holds success in store for the 
upright, he is a shield to those whose walk is blameless, for he guards the course of the just and 
protects the way of his faithful ones. Then you will understand what is right and just and fair—every 
good path. For wisdom will enter your heart, and knowledge will be pleasant to your soul. Discretion 
will protect you, and understanding will guard you. 
 

King Solomon wrote this proverb, and as is with the rest of the bible, it was inspired by the Holy 
Spirit. 3000 years later and we are still using it for teaching and learning. Today we are looking at 
what God has to say to us through this proverb.  
 

1. God initiates ~ it starts with God 
2 Chronicles 1:11-12a ~ Then God said to Solomon: “Because this was in your heart, and you have 
not asked riches or wealth or honour or the life of your enemies, nor have you asked long life—but 
have asked wisdom and knowledge for yourself, that you may judge My people over whom I have 
made you king— wisdom and knowledge are granted to you. 
 

Solomon asked God for wisdom. Why? God had most likely done something in Solomon’s heart and 
had given him the desire for wisdom and knowledge. 
 

Exodus 9:12 ~ But the LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh; and he did not heed them, just as 
the LORD had spoken to Moses. 
 

If God can harden some hearts, can He not soften others? Can He not incline hearts towards Him? 
God uses all sorts of methods to move us, to stir our hearts, to grow us. This whole bible is about 
God starting something in us, about God stirring something within us. We may read a verse and 
suddenly the light comes on. In verses 1-4 of Proverbs 2, Solomon is trying to stir us, direct us in the 
search for wisdom and knowledge. It may come through songs you sing in worship, the discussion 
you have in your groups, a small word, a picture or a song from someone else, but it is God that 
starts it all and God wants to start with you. 
 

➢  “It only takes a spark to get a fire going, and soon all those around can warm up in its 
glowing; that's how it is with God's Love, once you've experienced it, your spread the love to 
everyone, you want to pass it on” are the lyrics from verse one of a song by Kurt Kaiser. How 
much do you want to be used by God to initiate/spark something? 

➢ How does it make you feel that God wants to use you? 
 
2. God is our security 
In verses 6-8, God declares His sovereignty. True wisdom and understanding can only come through 
God as He is the source of all things. God had revealed His glory to Solomon in the temple: 
 

2 Chronicles 5:13b-14 ~ Then the temple of the LORD was filled with the cloud, and the priests could 
not perform their service because of the cloud, for the glory of the LORD filled the temple of God. 
 

Solomon knows the Lord and trusts Him because of the promises he made him in 2 Chronicles 7:11-
22 ~ and the fact that Solomon knows of Him from his people’s history, the God who brought them 
out of slavery into the Promised Land. And He is our God too! He is the reason we are here, and we 
should stand secure in Him because of who He is. He is the Lord our God. There is no one stronger, 
there is no safer place. We can put our trust wholeheartedly in Him. 
 

Proverbs 3:5-6 ~ Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all 
your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight 
 

➢ Do you find it easy to trust God? 



3. God in His grace gives us Freedom 
Proverbs 2: 9-11 ~ Then you will understand what is right and just and fair—every good path. For 
wisdom will enter your heart, and knowledge will be pleasant to your soul. Discretion will protect you, 
and understanding will guard you 
 

There are many good paths, paths that are true, that God wants to reveal to us and give us the 
freedom to walk. The Gospel message is a narrow path 
 

Matthew 7: 13-14 ~ Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that 
leads to destruction, and many enter through it. But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads 
to life, and only a few find it. 
 

Not all paths lead to salvation ~ only through Jesus can we be saved. Once saved, God opens up 
many good paths for us, paths that are secure but still narrow. 
 

(NIV) 2 Timothy 3:15-17 ~ and how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are 
able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed and is 
useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may 
be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 
 

(KJV) 2 Timothy 3:17 ~ That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good 
works. 
 

We have to become perfect and that is why God initiates, starts something in us and grows us. 
Through the scriptures. Through others relating to the scriptures. We all have a part to play in each 
other’s lives and in the body of Christ. We have to become perfect. We will become perfect. The only 
way we can spend eternity with the perfect God is to become perfect for in heaven everything will be 
perfect. We need to grow. We need to walk the good paths. Paths are meant for walking. Paths are 
there to take us somewhere. They are meant to have a start and an end. God’s good paths are 
meant to lead us to perfection. The wisdom and knowledge that comes from God has to be real for 
us ~ not just heart knowledge. That is why the wisdom of God will enter our hearts. 
 

Proverbs 4:23 ~ Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do flows from it. 
 

Psalm 34:8a ~ Taste and see that the LORD is good; 
 

In our compassion for others we should apply wisdom and understanding. True compassion comes 
from the heart and is something real. When the things of God, His wisdom and understanding, enters 
our hearts, we will be more than compassionate people. We will be a people who knows what it 
means to be loved and to love 
 

1 John 4:10-11 ~ This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an 
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another 
 

➢ Do you think you are walking God’s good paths? 
➢ Are you “desperately expecting breakthrough”? 
➢ Do you believe God wants to use you and those around you? 

 
5. Mark’s Summary: 
❖ God initiates.  
❖ There are many good paths and God wants to lead us and walk with us along them 
❖ God wants to stir us, start something in us so that we can take the good paths. 
❖ God wants to use you and He wants to use us as the spark. 
❖ How desperate are we to grow in God, to walk the good paths? 

 
 
Let’s pray 


