
DISCIPLESHIP GROUP NOTES FROM SUNDAY JULY 21st 2019 
Dave Harbertson ~ Proverbs 29:18 

Where there is no Revelation, the people cast off Restraint 
 
What do people remember from the talk on Sunday? 

 

Introduction 
(NIV) Proverbs 29:18 ~ Where there is no revelation, people cast off restraint; but blessed is the one 
who heeds wisdom’s instruction. 
 

(KJV) Proverbs 29:18 ~ Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he that keepeth the law, 
happy is he. 
 

Gros-Nez ~ in French “big nose”! But in Norse “grey headland” ~ which is the Jersey place. A wrong 
revelation of the meaning!  
 

Society today has a wrong revelation of how to live life ~ a wrong understanding of everything. 
 

1 Samuel 3:1 ~ The boy Samuel ministered before the LORD under Eli. In those days the word of 
the LORD was rare; there were not many visions. 
 

In the time of Samuel, in the time of Judges, the people did what was right in their own eyes. There 
was social disorder and moral anarchy, they had no sense of what God wanted for them. Our society 
is similar today. But Brexit or no Brexit, Johnson or Hunt ~ politics does not have the solution for us 
as they don’t have the revelation of God. We can’t expect ungodly people to lead us in a Godly way. 
People today follow the way that makes the majority happy, leading to a people whoa re naked 
before God, who have cast of restraint and created their own morality. This is the expression of a 
society that doesn’t follow God. We are not a Christian country. We need revelation. But what is it? 
 
1. The Bible is the Revelation of God 
The Bible is the infallible word of God. It is totally trustworthy 
and does not deceive us. It should affect our conduct, how 
we act before God, and our beliefs, as it is the true and 
trusted word of God and is our rule book of faith and 
lifestyle. It provides walls or barriers to say “our behaviour 
doesn’t go beyond that”. It’s like tracks to run on showing us 
how to behave. It gives us principles to apply such as love 
your neighbour and act with grace. It teaches us to forgive 
and not seek revenge. We need to allow God’s word to “be 
a lamp unto our feet”. 
 

Failure to hold on to the Bible will have consequences: preaching with no conviction, teaching with 
uncertainty, weak faith, false portrayal of God, false patterns of behaviour. Sadly, this is already 
apparent in some churches today where teaching such as “there is no hell”, that the Bible is affected 
by culture i.e. a change in culture means we can change the Bible, on issues of gender and sexual 
behaviour, the Bible is changed to fit our current society.  
 
But the Bible doesn’t change. It’s not a book to be affected by culture, but a book to help us affect our 
culture. We are either squeezed into God’s mould or that of the world. We need to be a church that 
believes the Bible is eternal, revealing and unchanging, that it is still relevant today. 
 
The Bible teaches that we are all enslaved to sin and we need someone to save us from our sin. 
Jesus came as the only way to God. Only Jesus is the answer ~ we need Him as our Saviour. 
 

➢ Do you believe that the Bible is the infallible, never-changing word of God? 
➢ How do you see culture affecting the church? 
➢ What traps can we find ourselves falling into re culture verses the Bible? 

 
2. We need a Revelation of Jesus 
Jesus is the fulfilment of God’s law. All the Old Testament sacrifices, prophecies, priests, the 
tabernacle, the people all point to Jesus, God’s final revelation. People perish if they do not see 



Jesus. At our Salvation, we saw Jesus, He was revealed to us. We saw Him as the only answer to 
sin, the only way to God, the only forgiver of sin, the only giver of peace, reconciling us to God and 
giving us eternal life.  
 
We need to be captivated by Jesus. He can be encountered today. He is alive! When people see all 
this, they change.  
 

➢ Are we captivated by Jesus?  
➢ How do we reveal Jesus to others by our lives? 
 

3. We need a Revelation of Grace 
God calls us to grace extenders ~ extensions of the grace of God. Grace should be seen in our lives. 
We need to be kind to all, even to the “pains in the necks”! We need to be inclusive. We don’t ignore 
sin or sinful practices, but we extend grace to all. Think about the disciples: 
 

Peter ~ loud mouthed, let people down, outspoken 
Andrew ~ the quiet one, hardly saying anything 
James & John ~ sons of thunder, temper problems, 
could explode, problem mother 
Thomas ~ doubter, very negative, queries everything 
Simon ~ talks politics, political agitator 
 

Jesus invites all to come to Him, no matter what we 
behave like!  
 

We need to love in an undeserved manner ~ grace 
removes prejudice. Jesus and His disciples walked 
through Samaria and met with a woman, a woman who 
was “dodgy”. But she met Jesus and her life was 
changed. If we extend grace, then we will see lives 
changed. His grace dissolves social barriers, and God 
reaches out to the helpless: those helplessly poor, ill, 
disabled, lonely, rich … No matter what our helpless 
condition, He reaches out to us. People are in need and 
we are the answer for them. Society may ask “who’s fault 
is it?” but Jesus says, “be the answer!” 

 

John 9:1-3 ~ As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, 
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 
3 “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the works of God 
might be displayed in him. 
 

The disciples had a theological discussion about the blind man. Jesus healed him. Grace goes 
beyond fault finding and causes us to help others, revealing the grace of God and who God is like, 
thus bringing people to Jesus so they are no longer naked in the eyes of God.   
 

➢ How can we extend God’s grace to others? 
➢ How can we extend God’s grace to the “pains in the necks”? 
➢ Do you think we are an inclusive church? Why or why not? 

 
5. Dave’s Summary: 
❖ God’s written revelation is the Bible, the infallible word of God and we need to hold tight to its 

teachings 
❖ God’s final revelation is Jesus who is our way to God 
❖ We saw God’s grace which led us to become grace extenders as the world will perish without 

this revelation.  
❖ God wants us to hold onto His grace, the Bible and Jesus! 

 
 
Let’s pray 


