
DISCIPLESHIP GROUP NOTES FROM SUNDAY JUNE 16th 2019 
Dave Harbertson ~ Proverbs ~ Friendship in the Church  

 
1. What do people remember from the talk on Sunday? 

 

2. Introduction 
Piglet decides to give Eeyore a balloon for his birthday. 
Unfortunately, Piglet trips on a rabbit hole, and falls down - 
and BANG!! Piglet is heart broken the balloon has popped. 
He decides he’ll still give Eeyore the balloon, finds him sitting 
by the stream, and wishes him happy return and says that he has brought him a present. Piglet 
hands over the small piece of damp rag and explains what had happened. Eeyore is still happy 
with his present ~ it’s still a great gift! 
 

Friendship is built on compassion.  
 

Two weeks ago, Dave spoke on Friendship with God and this week we’re looking at some of the 
same bible verses in terms of Friendship with Each Other. Church must be understood in the 
context of friendship, relationship with each other. C. S. Lewis wrote about 4 types of love. This 
love is Philo love, brotherly love. 
 

Friendship develops from companionship and there are different levels of friendship. By looking at 
Jesus and his relationships with His friends we see He gathered the 12 disciples together, then He 
had a closer friendship with Peter, James and John, and a closer friendship still with John (the 
disciple who Jesus loved) ~ the one Jesus turned to on the cross to entrust His mother to. 
 

We must not expect that all friendships will be the same and some will grow deeper than others. 
Another word for love is EROS, erotic love, in which we stand face to face with someone. With 
Philo love we stand shoulder to shoulder, facing the same direction, with a common goal, common 
interests and we work, eat, pray and study together. 
 

Friendships arise out of common vision. The best and most valuable friendships are those that are 
God centred and where God gives the vision. True friendships like that of Jesus and John are 
relatively rare and take time to develop.  
 

If we consider Solomon and his upbringing, he probably learned about friendship from his father 
David. King David and Jonathan, King Saul’s son, had a special friendship. Jonathan could have 
expected to be the next King, but he saw that David would be that man and knew God had 
promised that. Jonathan accepted that and they fought the enemy together, gained a new 
admiration of Israel together, wanted God to be honoured together, stuck by one another even to 
the extent that Jonathan stood by David against his own father. They were knitted together heart 
and soul. 
 

But how do we develop such friendships? 
 

3. Love at all Times 
Proverbs 17: 17 ~ A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity. 
 

Proverbs 18:24 ~ A man of many companions may come to ruin, but there is a friend who sticks 
closer than a brother. 

 

When life falls apart, a true friend is there no matter what the cost or the sacrifice. Friends are 
strong when we are weak, can count on each other, when pushed away are still there waiting, don’t 
accept rejection, are available when able (shouldn’t expect 24:7), share pain even when don’t 
understand it, are prepared to listen and pray.  
 

It takes courage to have this can of friendship. We have to be vulnerable and prepared to be open 
with each other, open ourselves up, allow someone into our lives and share our problems.  
 

Loving friendships want to see people succeed, encourage people’s gifts, sees the good in people, 
forgives, demonstrates the gift of tolerance, bear and forebear, look and overlook, don’t allow little 
things to cause division, are at their best when we are at our worst, don’t allow hurts and 
disappointments to get in the way, develop through turbulence (there will be hiccups!), and are 
prepared to lay down their life for us as Jesus did for His disciples. 
 



J C Ryle said “Friendship halves our sorrows and doubles our joys” 
 

➢ Do you have experience of friendship like this?  
 
 

4.  Faithfulness 
Proverbs 27:6 ~ Faithful are the wounds of a friend; profuse are the kisses of an enemy. 
 

It’s important to have a friend who watches over us, prepared to overcome the embarrassment of 
confrontation to speak into our lives when things are going wrong. We need people we can trust to 
talk things through with and who we should listen to when they say things we don’t want to hear! 
 

Spurgeon said “True friends put enough trust in you to openly tell you of your faults” 
 

We need to check ourselves for arrogance and adopt humility. We should take time to consider 
what friends say and ask God to help us see what they see. If we push them away, we’re pushing 
Jesus away. 
 

➢ Do you find it easy to let people into your life? 
➢ Do you let people speak into your life? 

 

5. Trustworthy 
Proverbs 17: 9 ~ Whoever covers an offense seeks love, but he who repeats a matter separates 
close friends. 
 

Charles Bridges said “Too often, instead of pouring it secretly into our brother’s ear, it is proclaimed 
through the wide medium of the world’s ear” 
 

Too often, we speak of others to others instead of keeping it one to one, by word, pen or internet. 
This causes division. If a friend has the courage to share something, don’t share it on unless you 
have checked they are happy for you to do so. Friendship is based on trust. If someone shares 
their heart with you it should stay in your heart. 
 

➢ What should we do with things our friends share with us? 
 
6. Give Good and Wise Advice 
Proverbs 27: 9 ~ Oil and perfume make the heart glad, and the sweetness of a friend comes from 
his earnest counsel. 
 

Friends are able to give direction, lift us up, relieve our burdens and pressures, bring light into 
darkness, encourage us to see God’s hand in a situation, encourage us to be practical (e.g. get 
more sleep!), strengthen our faith in God, help us to be the person God wants us to be, have our 
best interests at heart, may not know the answer but can point us to One who does. 
 

John Newton said “There is no temporal pleasure equal to the pleasure of friendship” 
 

If we seek a friend like this, we’re looking at friendship all wrong. Friendship isn’t something to seek 
after, but it is something to give. If we want friends, we have to be friendly. We’re too good at 
blaming others, becoming hard-hearted and judgmental and pointing the finger. Jesus didn’t point 
His finger, He held out His arms.  
 

Jesus modelled friendship and paid the ultimate price for His friends when He died on the cross. 
He says, “Follow me!” 
 

➢ How easy do you find it to be friendly towards others?  
 
7. Developing friendships 
We need God’s help to develop friendships within the church and with Himself. 
 

➢ What difficulties do you have developing friendships like those described above? 
➢ What examples from Jesus’ friendships do you feel you need to learn from today? 

 
 

 
 
 
Let’s pray … as part of the prayer time pray for those situations shared above  



JESUS FRIEND OF SINNERS ~ CASTING CROWNS 
Jesus, friend of sinners 
We have strayed so far away 
We cut down people in Your name 
But the sword was never ours to swing 
Jesus, friend of sinners 
The truth’s become so hard to see 
The world is on their way to You 
But they’re tripping over me 
 
Always looking around but never looking up, I’m so double minded 
A plank-eyed saint with dirty hands and a heart divided 
 
Oh Jesus, friend of sinners 
Open our eyes to the world 
At the end our pointing fingers 
Let our hearts be led by mercy 
Help us reach with open hearts and open doors 
Oh Jesus, friend of sinners 
Break our hearts for what breaks Yours 
 
Jesus, friend of sinners 
The One whose writing in the sand 
Made the righteous turn away 
And the stones fall from their hands 
Help us to remember 
We are all the least of these 
Let the memory of Your mercy 
Bring Your people to their knees 
 
Nobody knows what we’re for, only what we’re against 
When we judge the wounded, what if we put down our signs 
Crossed over the lines and loved like You did 
 
You love every lost cause 
You reach for the outcast 
For the leper and the lame 
They’re the reason that You came 
Lord, I was that lost cause 
And I was the outcast 
But You died for sinners just like me 
A grateful leper at Your feet 
 
‘Cause You are good, You are good 
And Your love endures forever 
 
And I was the lost cause, and I was the outcast 
You died for sinners just like me, a grateful leper at Your feet 
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