
DISCIPLESHIP GROUP NOTES FROM SUNDAY JUNE 30th 2019 
Joss Bray ~ Proverbs ~ Plans  

 
What do people remember from the talk on Sunday? 

 
Introduction 
As we continue to look at Proverbs, we need to remember that Proverbs is a book reflecting 
everyday life, resonating through the ages, still true today, full of wisdom and common sense. But 
we need to keep our brains switched on and use them as we ponder the proverbs and what they 
are saying to us. 
 
Do we make plans? Do we plan to go on Sundays to be challenged? There are 11 mentions of 
plans in Proverbs alone. This week we will be looking at Gods plans v our plans, how to make 
Godly plans and what to do when plans seem to go wrong! 
 
1. God’s plans v our plans:  
We all have plans of some sort but often it’s like this: 
 

Isaiah 55:8 ~ ‘For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,’ declares 
the Lord. 
 

Proverbs 14:12 ~ There is a way that appears to be right, but in the end, it leads to death. 
 

We can make plans that seem right, but maybe they’re not. We see things in a more earthly way 
than we think. We think about what others may think, look at how the world looks at things and let 
them affect us. We need to be aware and realise this 
 

Proverbs 16:9 ~ In their hearts humans plan their course, but the Lord establishes their steps. 
 

We might plan something, but it is God who determines our steps. He carves ways through 
mountains for us. God will make a way. 
 

Proverbs 19:21 - Many are the plans in a person’s heart, but it is the Lord’s purpose that prevails. 
 

So, what do we learn from that? It’s OK to make plans and God will either fulfil or overrule them. 
It’s not about the simple decisions we have to make e.g. not seeking God’s help in what socks to 
wear etc ~ remember we have to use our brains too! ~ but about the life changing plans we are 
faced with e.g. giving up work, changing jobs, life partners, … 
 
2. How to make plans  
Proverbs 21:5 ~ The plans of the diligent lead to profit as surely as haste leads to poverty. 
 

Take your time! Don’t be hasty, but be diligent in planning 
 

Proverbs 20:18 ~ Plans are established by seeking advice; so,if you wage war, obtain guidance. 
 

Seek advice! It is not good to make big plans on your own. We need to seek advice to ensure we 
haven’t got it wrong. 
 

Proverbs 15:22 ~ Plans fail for lack of counsel, but with many advisors they succeed. 
 

Seek lots of advice! Seek from several people. It’s not weak or wrong to seek advice. 
 

Proverbs 12:5 ~ The plans of the righteous are just, but the advice of the wicked is deceitful. 
 

Seek advice from the right people! Make your own judgement on who to ask, but consider if they 
are a Christian, mature, known by you, from within the family of God. Don’t just ask people who will 
give you the answer you want to hear! 
 

And when you make plans – make sure they are good ones – right with God.  
 

Proverbs 14:22 ~ Do not those who plot evil go astray? But those who plan what is good find love 
and faithfulness. 
 

Do our plans exalt God, have they been formed wisely rather than foolishly? Are they for good or 
evil – God’s purposes or our purposes? Know that when following God’s plan, His love and 



faithfulness are always with us, even through the difficult times. We may get opposed, but He is 
with us! 
 

And then when you have done that - do this -  
 

Proverbs 16:3 ~ Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and he will establish your plans. 
 

Commit your plans to the Lord and the plans will succeed; He will help us; He will determine our 
steps. You are then ready to explain the plan and give God his rightful place in it -  
 

Proverbs 16:1 ~ To humans belong the plans of the heart, but from the Lord comes the proper 
answer of the tongue. 
 

By following through these steps, we will be able to explain confidently to others why we have this 
plan. If it’s difficult to explain, we should question if we have the plan sorted ~ do we really 
understand it ourselves? But beware if you haven’t followed the proverbial advice -  
 

Proverbs 30:32 ~ If you play the fool and exalt yourself, or if you plan evil, clap your hand over 
your mouth! 
 

We can make mistakes! If we planned things wrong, don’t speak about them; don’t spread things 
that aren’t of God; don’t be foolish; don’t exalt yourself. If you find yourself getting proud and 
arrogant, be prepared not to speak out until you have it right. And let us consider who can make 
plans … 
 

Proverbs 31:16 ~ She considers a field and buys it; out of her earnings she plants a vineyard. 
 

So, let no one say women have any less of a part in planning, buying, earning or working!  
 
3. What to do when plans seem to go wrong  
Think about when, in Acts 5, Gamaliel speaks to the Sanhedrin about the Peter and the other 
apostles - 
 

Acts 5: 38 - 39 ~ Therefore, in the present case I advise you: leave these men alone! Let them go! 
For if their purpose or activity is of human origin, it will fail. But if it is from God, you will not be able 
to stop these men; you will only find yourselves fighting against God.’ 
 

God’s plan will succeed – whatever happens - this is really important! Those fighting against it are 
fighting against God not you! 
 

Proverbs 21:30 ~ There is no wisdom, no insight, no plan that can succeed against the Lord. 
 

So, if it “goes wrong”, question, how was the plan made – was it in line with the Godly principles we 
have looked at? If all this is ok – is it just not the right time yet? Perhaps God saying no at the 
moment and we need to learn something. Something in us may need to change first. Or – it may 
before a reason that we have no idea about! This seems to have been what happened to Paul in  
 

Romans 1:13 ~ I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that I planned many times 
to come to you (but have been prevented from doing so until now) in order that I might have a 
harvest among you, just as I have had among the other Gentiles. 
 

Paul had some great plans, but they weren’t happening, plans that seemed really good and 
spiritual, but He was prevented from doing them by God. 
 

So - what is our response when things done go as we have planned? Despair, bitterness, 
disillusionment, loss of faith, anger? We need to remember just 2 things – who God is and who we 
are in God! We need to persevere! We need to keep our eyes lifted up to God and not cast down!  
 

We often hear part of Jeremiah 29 quoted – sometimes out of context and with the wrong 
interpretation.  
 

Jeremiah 29: 11-14 ~ For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you 
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Then you will call on me and come and 
pray to me, and I will listen to you. You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your 
heart. I will be found by you,’ declares the Lord, ‘and will bring you back from captivity.  
 



God was speaking to the exiles, the people who were literally cast out of their land and made to be 
slaves; people who had become homeless and hopeless and whose eyes had been cast down – 
not up – because of what had happened to them.  
 

Do we feel like that at times – especially when plans go wrong? Well – God has other plans for you 
and me! Jeremiah’s prophecy speaks of the promises of God for us. He says call on me, come to 
me, speak to me, look for me – with all your heart.  
 

If you have never done that – do it now! Jesus showed us the way to the Father – he came to us 
and is calling us right now. Do you feel in captivity – bound up, weighed down, hopeless – then 
come to God – he came to us first. God’s plan has always been for salvation – saving of people 
and renewing creation. God’s plan will not fail – so make sure you are part of it!  
 

As it says in Psalm 40:5 - Many, Lord my God, are the wonders you have done, the things you 
planned for us. None can compare with you; were I to speak and tell of your deeds, they would be 
too many to declare. 
 
Questions & things to consider from the talk: 
 

➢ Do you agree that we should seek God’s input when we are making plans? 
 

➢ What stops us seeking God or following through on what we may hear from Him? 
 

➢ Who would you go to for advice and help when considering the plans you are making? 
 

➢ Do you have experience of seeking others advice when making decisions and planning 
what to do in life?  
 

➢ If we look at the verses from Proverbs, they set out a clear route for making plans with God. 
Which steps do we overlook/forget/ignore? Is there a reason why we do this? 
 

➢ Is there anything you will do differently when making plans in light of what we heard on 
Sunday? 

 
 
Let’s pray.  
 
 
 
 
 


