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GATEWAY CHURCH NORTHUMBERLAND 

10.11.19 

Who are you? – Joss Bray 

We’re continuing through Joshua and we’re on to Chapter 9 and 10. 

As we read the word of God – He speaks to us. 

Let’s pray for an understanding of what he wants to teach us today. 

Joshua 9 and 10 to v 11 

9 Now when all the kings west of the Jordan heard about these things – the kings in the hill country, 

in the western foothills, and along the entire coast of the Mediterranean Sea as far as Lebanon (the 

kings of the Hittites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites) – 2 they came together 

to wage war against Joshua and Israel. 

3 However, when the people of Gibeon heard what Joshua had done to Jericho and Ai, 4 they 

resorted to a ruse: they went as a delegation whose donkeys were loaded[a] with worn-out sacks 

and old wineskins, cracked and mended. 5 They put worn and patched sandals on their feet and 

wore old clothes. All the bread of their food supply was dry and mouldy. 6 Then they went to Joshua 

in the camp at Gilgal and said to him and the Israelites, ‘We have come from a distant country; 

make a treaty with us.’ 

7 The Israelites said to the Hivites, ‘But perhaps you live near us, so how can we make a treaty with 

you?’ 

8 ‘We are your servants,’ they said to Joshua. 

But Joshua asked, ‘Who are you and where do you come from?’ 

9 They answered: ‘Your servants have come from a very distant country because of the fame of the 

Lord your God. For we have heard reports of him: all that he did in Egypt, 10 and all that he did to the 

two kings of the Amorites east of the Jordan – Sihon king of Heshbon, and Og king of Bashan, who 

reigned in Ashtaroth. 11 And our elders and all those living in our country said to us, “Take provisions 

for your journey; go and meet them and say to them, ‘We are your servants; make a treaty with us.’” 
12 This bread of ours was warm when we packed it at home on the day we left to come to you. But 

now see how dry and mouldy it is. 13 And these wineskins that we filled were new, but see how 

cracked they are. And our clothes and sandals are worn out by the very long journey.’ 

14 The Israelites sampled their provisions but did not enquire of the Lord. 15 Then Joshua made a 

treaty of peace with them to let them live, and the leaders of the assembly ratified it by oath. 

16 Three days after they made the treaty with the Gibeonites, the Israelites heard that they were 

neighbours, living near them. 17 So the Israelites set out and on the third day came to their cities: 

Gibeon, Kephirah, Beeroth and Kiriath Jearim. 18 But the Israelites did not attack them, because the 

leaders of the assembly had sworn an oath to them by the Lord, the God of Israel. 

The whole assembly grumbled against the leaders, 19 but all the leaders answered, ‘We have given 

them our oath by the Lord, the God of Israel, and we cannot touch them now. 20 This is what we will 

do to them: we will let them live, so that God’s wrath will not fall on us for breaking the oath we 

swore to them.’ 21 They continued, ‘Let them live, but let them be woodcutters and water-carriers in 

the service of the whole assembly.’ So, the leaders’ promise to them was kept. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joshua+9&version=NIVUK#fen-NIVUK-6042a
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22 Then Joshua summoned the Gibeonites and said, ‘Why did you deceive us by saying, “We live a 

long way from you,” while actually you live near us? 23 You are now under a curse: you will never be 

released from service as woodcutters and water-carriers for the house of my God.’ 

24 They answered Joshua, ‘Your servants were clearly told how the Lord your God had commanded 

his servant Moses to give you the whole land and to wipe out all its inhabitants from before you. So, 

we feared for our lives because of you, and that is why we did this. 25 We are now in your hands. Do 

to us whatever seems good and right to you.’ 

26 So Joshua saved them from the Israelites, and they did not kill them. 27 That day he made the 

Gibeonites woodcutters and water-carriers for the assembly, to provide for the needs of the altar of 

the Lord at the place the Lord would choose. And that is what they are to this day. 

10 Now Adoni-Zedek king of Jerusalem heard that Joshua had taken Ai and totally destroyed[a] it, 

doing to Ai and its king as he had done to Jericho and its king, and that the people of Gibeon had 

made a treaty of peace with Israel and had become their allies. 2 He and his people were very much 

alarmed at this, because Gibeon was an important city, like one of the royal cities; it was larger than 

Ai, and all its men were good fighters. 3 So Adoni-Zedek king of Jerusalem appealed to Hoham king 

of Hebron, Piram king of Jarmuth, Japhia king of Lachish and Debir king of Eglon. 4 ‘Come up and 

help me attack Gibeon,’ he said, ‘because it has made peace with Joshua and the Israelites.’ 

5 Then the five kings of the Amorites – the kings of Jerusalem, Hebron, Jarmuth, Lachish and 

Eglon – joined forces. They moved up with all their troops and took up positions against Gibeon and 

attacked it. 

6 The Gibeonites then sent word to Joshua in the camp at Gilgal: ‘Do not abandon your servants. 

Come up to us quickly and save us! Help us, because all the Amorite kings from the hill country 

have joined forces against us.’ 

7 So Joshua marched up from Gilgal with his entire army, including all the best fighting men. 8 The 

Lord said to Joshua, ‘Do not be afraid of them; I have given them into your hand. Not one of them 

will be able to withstand you.’ 

9 After an all-night march from Gilgal, Joshua took them by surprise. 10 The Lord threw them into 

confusion before Israel, so Joshua and the Israelites defeated them completely at Gibeon. Israel 

pursued them along the road going up to Beth Horon and cut them down all the way to Azekah and 

Makkedah. 11 As they fled before Israel on the road down from Beth Horon to Azekah, the Lord 

hurled large hailstones down on them, and more of them died from the hail than were killed by the 

swords of the Israelites. 

 

It’s a great story isn’t it? 

 

But what can we see in it that relates to us now? 

 

It’s a series of warnings and advice to us  - the church. 

 

Why do we need to hear this? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joshua+10&version=NIVUK#fen-NIVUK-6066a
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Jesus himself said 

Matthew 7:15 

Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious 

wolves. 

Matthew 10:16 

‘I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore, be as shrewd as snakes and as 

innocent as doves. 

 

Peter said this 

2 Peter 2:1 

But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers among 

you. They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who bought 

them – bringing swift destruction on themselves. 

 

So, this is serious stuff and we need to take heed. 

 

And this is Pauls advice 

Colossians 4:5 

Be wise in the way you act towards outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. 

 

Because as well as a warning it’s also a lesson in the way God turns things round. 

 

This is not about people who come who are genuine and real.  

 

Its about people with their own agenda who appear to be something – but are not. 

 

So – what are the things we need to understand? 

 

Don’t judge by appearance and eloquence.  

 

Ask the question “who are you and where do you come from?” 
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Don’t be taken in by half truths. 

 

Don’t be taken in by false humility. 

 

Do some homework. 

 

Most of all listen to God! 

 

Be shrewd/wise – use your brain. 

 

Be innocent/gentle – an attitude of love. 

 

What if it all goes wrong? 

 

Its easy to get angry and to want to attack. 

 

Is this what Jesus teaches? 

 

Shall we blame the leaders? 

 

But actually – some of it may have been our fault as well. 

 

However - there is often a way forward. 

 

And that’s not to sweep it under the carpet or ignore the issues. 

 

This is the way that can change hearts and lives. 

 

This demonstrates a Godly attitude - and has a Godly outcome. 
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It’s a way of reconciliation - even after wars. Coventry/Kiel/Dresden – 26 twinnings 

 

It changes everything. 

 

Those who we wanted to bring to account – have become allies - those who we fight 

for and support. 

 

And God is sovereign – he honours our efforts to follow him. 

 

He will overrule – His kingdom will come – sometimes in amazing ways! 

 

Joshua 10 

12 On the day the Lord gave the Amorites over to Israel, Joshua said to the Lord in the presence of 

Israel: ‘Sun, stand still over Gibeon, and you, moon, over the Valley of Aijalon.’13 So the sun stood 

still, and the moon stopped, till the nation avenged itself on its enemies, as it is written in the Book 

of Jashar.  

The sun stopped in the middle of the sky and delayed going down about a full day. 14 There has 

never been a day like it before or since, a day when the Lord listened to a human being. Surely the 

Lord was fighting for Israel! 

 

We think that turning the clocks back is new – but that’s nothing compared to this! 

 

God can do anything if it’s in his will. 

 

Joshua went on to keep taking the land God had promised to them. 

 

And the Israelites kept making mistakes as we do and having setbacks. 

 

But God has promised that he will build His church as well as being with us. 

 

The land that we are taking is guarded by the gates of hell – but they will not 

overcome the church as in Matt 16 v 18.  
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Death and evil will not win – its defeated already on the cross by Jesus.  

 

Colossians 1 

13 For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the 

Son he loves, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

 

So –  

As well as asking others “who are you and where do you come from” – lets remind 

ourselves of who we are and where our home is. 

 

If the risen Jesus is Lord of our lives – if we have turned away from sin and from living 

for ourselves – then we are forgiven and redeemed. 

 

We are rescued from the powers of darkness. 

 

Bought back because of Jesus paying that ransom price of himself. 

 

We belong in the Kingdom of God – in Jesus’s kingdom.  

 

We are citizens of heaven – that is now where we are from and that is where we are 

going.  

 

Let’s remember that and live in the good of it. 

 

And if you can’t say that – well now is the opportunity to make sure your citizenship is 

in the right place! 

 

Its far more important than Brexit – but to borrow a phrase – “let’s get it done”! 

 

 

 


