
1 
 
GATEWAY CHURCH NORTHUMBERLAND 

Pride – Joss Bray 

28.7.9 

Introduction 

The motorbike experience – accepting difficult circumstances and mistakes and 

learning from them.  

Especially not overrating one’s ability. 

This introduces the subject of pride – especially in Proverbs 

What is pride? 

It’s worth thinking about this because it’s not black and white. 

It’s vital to go back to the bible on this –  

So, what it isn’t is shown here -  

Proverbs 17:6 

Children’s children are a crown to the aged, and parents are the pride of their 

children. 

Sometimes the aged need crowns – especially grandads with less hair than they used 

to have. 

As parents – so we want our children to be proud of us – there’s something to think 

about! 

The apostle Paul had something to say about pride -  

Romans 11:13 

I am talking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch as I am the apostle to the Gentiles, I take pride 

in my ministry 

2 Corinthians 7:4 

I have spoken to you with great frankness; I take great pride in you. I am greatly 

encouraged; in all our troubles my joy knows no bounds. 

So, we can be proud of good people and proud of good work. 

And note – “in all our troubles my joy knows no bounds” – there was someone full of 

the Holy Spirit! 

However – there is large amount about the wrong sort of pride in the Bible – and this 

is what we will concentrate on: 

And what “good” pride and “bad” pride is, is shown here -  
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Galatians 6:3-5  

If anyone thinks they are something when they are not, they deceive themselves. 

Each one should test their own actions. Then they can take pride in themselves 

alone, without comparing themselves to someone else, for each one should carry 

their own load. 

So, we get the idea that bad pride is about comparing ourselves to others.  

But remember – in this case we can take pride in ourselves - as Paul did. 

But it is not about being “better than” or more important. 

Everyone has a load, a work, a walk. 

If we do it well – then we can take pride in that – without comparing ourselves to 

others. 

But there is a lot more pride around which is wrong -  

1 John 2:16 

For everything in the world – the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of 

life – comes not from the Father but from the world. 

So, pride in this case is categorised with lust – wanting things that we shouldn’t. 

Wanting things that are other peoples perhaps because we feel entitled to them – 

maybe because we are proud and feel we deserve them? 

Anything like this is not Godly. 

Psalm 10:4 

In his pride the wicked man does not seek him; in all his thoughts there is no room for 

God. 

So, pride doesn’t have any room for God – when our thoughts and preoccupations 

are all about ourselves rather than God 

Pride doesn’t trust God – but trusts in our efforts and abilities and possessions -  

Obadiah 1:3 

The pride of your heart has deceived you, you who live in the clefts of the rocks and 

make your home on the heights, you who say to yourself, “Who can bring me down to 

the ground?” 

It’s about having a security in ourselves not God and believing we are protected and 

secure in our own efforts. 

Remember the verse – eat, drink and be merry – for tomorrow you will die. The 

farmer trusted in possessions and wealth – it counts for nothing.  
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Romans 12:16 

Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud but be willing to associate with 

people of low position. Do not be conceited. 

And here its clearly about believing we are better than others. 

So much so that we won’t sit with them or talk to them. 

In Summary: 

The wrong sort of pride is this – it’s not from God, it wants more and more, it thinks 

only about itself not God, it believes in its own security and puts itself above others. 

It’s worth asking ourselves if we fall into any of those traps? 

But we may say – well – surely it doesn’t matter that much – well it matters a huge 

amount! 

Why is it important? 

Because of what God thinks of people who are proud. 

Proverbs 15:25 

The Lord tears down the house of the proud 

Ah – well that doesn’t sound too good does it? 

Proverbs 16:5 

The Lord detests all the proud of heart. Be sure of this: they will not go unpunished. 

The bible – especially the old testament - is full of accounts of proud people – 

especially rulers, being brought low by God – punishment for pride. 

And it gets closer to home -  

Psalm 101:5 

Whoever slanders their neighbour in secret, I will put to silence; whoever has haughty 

eyes and a proud heart, I will not tolerate. 

Oh dear – so it’s not just about rulers then…! 

It looks like all of us have fallen short in one way or another – or several ways. 

James 4:6  

But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says: ‘God opposes the proud but 

shows favour to the humble.’ 

So – just to be very clear. 

If we are Christians – if we have turned away from sin and turned to God and 

accepted Jesus as our Lord – then we have been forgiven and we have eternal life. 
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If you are not a Christian – then now is the time – its good news – make the decision 

now to follow Jesus.  

This gift from God cannot be revoked - if you are born again – you can’t be unborn 

again.  

Be born again – into a new life! 

Then we receive the grace of God – the undeserved favour of our loving heavenly 

Father – its great news! 

But we still sin and need to be constantly turning away from it – constantly working 

out our salvation in our lives. 

We do not want to grieve God – we want to please him – it’s so important. 

The pride of man is detestable to God – he opposes the proud but shows favour to 

the humble – lets be the humble! 

Because if we don’t – in our lives, there will be there are consequences: 

Proverbs 16:18 

Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall. 

Has that ever happened to you? 

Proverbs 21:4 

Haughty eyes and a proud heart – the unploughed field of the wicked – produce sin. 

Pride produces sin. 

Perhaps our field needs a little more ploughing to remove the stones of pride. 

This may be painful ploughing isn’t gentle – things are turned over, exposed, 

removed. 

Proverbs 21:24 

The proud and arrogant person – ‘Mocker’ is his name – behaves with insolent fury. 

This sin can show itself in mocking others - and when pride is challenged then 

beware of insolent fury! 

It’s the outworking of believing you are better than others, know better, and have a 

right to severely correct others who have the gall to disagree! 

Proverbs 14:3 

A fool’s mouth lashes out with pride, but the lips of the wise protect them. 

Do we want to be the fool who responds out of “injured” pride or a wise person who 

guards their lips? 
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Proverbs 13:10 

Where there is strife, there is pride 

Think about it – situations you know where there is trouble between people – what do 

you think is at the root of it? 

So, in summary - pride produces all sorts of bad fruit – destructive behaviour and 

opposition from God himself. 

How do we deal with it? 

Recognise its there – has any of this rang any bells with us? 

Repent from it – Jesus took the trouble to suffer and die for all this sin – turn away 

from it and turn back to Him! 

Renew our thoughts -  

Proverbs 11:2 

When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with humility comes wisdom. 

Be humble before God and others – not counting ourselves better - or worse - than 

others.  

Our worth depends only on our relationship with God as his children and the price 

paid for that – nothing else. 

Proverbs 29:23 

Pride brings a person low, but the lowly in spirit gain honour. 

If you feel you may have been brought low by pride – then the good news is that you 

can be lifted up again. 

But its God who does it not us! 

Proverbs 8:13 

To fear the Lord is to hate evil; I hate pride and arrogance, evil behaviour and 

perverse speech. 

Copy God – hate evil, pride and arrogance, bad behaviour and speech – in ourselves 

first and foremost - and avoid being drawn into it by others. 

Psalm 40:4 

Blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord, who does not look to the proud, to those 

who turn aside to false gods. 

Trust God – not men – who are often proud. 

Watch out for false gods – things or ideas or movements that set themselves up 

against Godly principles that require devotion and worship and agreement.  
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These are often the things that if challenged bring out anger and fury and mocking – 

watch out for those! 

1 Corinthians 13:4 

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 

This is a practical instruction – let’s review our actions - are they loving, patient and 

kind– or do we envy, and do we boast – both are out workings of pride. 

In conclusion: 

The wrong sort of pride is not good. 

In fact, it is very bad news and we need to repent of it if we have it and change how 

we think and live. 

We need to keep from being caught in the trap – which can be very subtle. 

But the good news is we have a saviour – someone who saves us – someone who 

knew exactly what it was like to be tempted into this sin. 

Jesus was tempted by the devil – and it was very much about pride. 

It was about being tempted to take hold of something which was only for his Father to 

give him. 

Let’s not try and hold onto things or grasp things – lets rely on God alone in all we do 

or think or plan. 

Let’s be so filled with the Spirit of God that He comes first in our lives. 

Let’s give pride the push! 

 

 


